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The theme for April is Stewardship.   
Stewardship can be defined as the responsible overseeing and protection of something considered worth caring for and 

preserving.    We think of stewardship as we thoughtfully pledge our resources for the upcoming year.   Resources      
include our time, talent, and treasure, all methods of engaging in responsible stewardship of those things we consider 

worth preserving and supporting:  our environment and natural resources, as well as, the ongoing efforts of our         
Fellowship to make the world a better place.  In the book of Matthew, we are reminded "where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also."   Join us as we explore those things we consider important enough to pledge our stewardship. 

 

April 3: – Rev. Bob Tucker “Misplaced Concreteness”  
The mathematician-philosopher Alfred North Whitehead diagnosed a serious, and sometimes fatal, disease of the in-
tellect as “misplaced concreteness.”  That is, we make words and images the reality, identical to that to which they 
point. The topic of stewardship allows us to explore this use of language. Bob is a native of Minnesota and has served 
churches in South Dakota, Minnesota, Texas and Kansas. He was, for twenty-eight years, the Senior Minister of First 
Congregational Church of Houston. He is Executive Director Emeritus of The Foundation for Contemporary Theology. 
Greeter:  Mardi Mitchell     Board Member: Wendy Baker     Facilitator: Carlos Price  Music: Bruce Mauzy 

 

April 10:  Tony Dinuzzo,- “A Spiritual Perspective of Alzheimer’s Disease” 
Alzheimer’s Disease (AD) is a terminal disease which progresses until the individual succumbs from the gradual but in-
exorable shut down of the brain and all bodily functions.  AD is devastating to the person and no less to loved ones.  So 
how does a caregiver maintain a strong spirt and what of the spirit of the person with AD?  This service will briefly ex-
plore what we know about AD, but more importantly, describe the best practices for caregivers to keep in mind when 
the burden exceeds what they can give. Tony is a long time member of UUFGC and Past President.  He is retired after 
35 years at UTMB and currently living in San Miguel Viejo, Mexico with his wife, Bunny.  His professional career fo-
cused on obtaining federal grants to establish the UTMB East Texas Geriatric Education Center, which provided en-
hanced educational programs for health providers and caregivers – particularly in understanding how to manage the 
care for AD persons and the devastating effects on their caregivers and loved ones. 
Greeter:  Mardi Mitchell     Board Member: Mary Case     Facilitator: Cheryl Henry     Music: Margaret Canavan 

 

April 17: John Vanderpool “A Unitarian Revival and Guest Sunday” 
Unitarian Universalists tend, it seems, to be the sort of folks who observe their religious practices in mostly a calm fash-
ion and in cool > demeanor. But as we have witnessed in the past few years, when the Call comes we can sing with fer-
vor, cry out in optimism, extol the virtues and benefits of our beliefs, and share it all with one another in a Revival! Fel-
lowship Board Past President John Vanderpool will lead this celebration, which also will kick off the annual pledge 
drive; assisted by music for tuneful worship 
Greeter: Fanny DeGesaro     Board Member: Tom Delgado     Facilitator: Mary Case     Music: Idalia Avezuela 

 

April 24: Kris Benson, "Stewardship”                                            POTLUCK AFTER THE SERVICE 

Kris Benson is a  "mud and mosquito specialist" working with local communities to restore and conserve coastal and 
marine habitats across the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean region. He is a member of our Fellowship  
Greeter: Judy Glaister     Board Member: Stan Blazyk     Facilitator: Miso Lee     Music: Bruce Mauzy 

UU Galvest   n Gazette 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Galveston County                              April 2016  

502 Church Street, Galveston, Texas 77550-5502                   409.765 8330   Online at uugalveston.org 

We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity.  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k  the truth in love, and to help one another. 
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A Message from our President 

It’s that time of year…   

The days are getting longer, the trees are budding AND the Board 
has already begun the task of putting together a preliminary    
budget for 2016-2017!  

The next step you will notice will be Pledge Sunday, April 17th. 
John Vanderpool and I are planning a revival of sorts.  We are going 
to give members a chance to ‘testify’ or ‘witness’ why UU and/or 
our Fellowship is important. We have also designated April 17th as 
Guest Sunday. What a perfect time for a visitor to learn why we 
love our church.   

Now then, as for the annual ritual of making the financial           
commitment, we will have your packet ready for you to pick up 
that same Sunday.  In the packet you will find among other things 
“The Suggested Fair-Share Contribution Guide” which might help 
you determine your commitment. 

We gather these commitments from everyone in the congregation 
and use them to build a responsible budget for the coming year. 
That is our largest and most reliable source of financial fuel for the 
congregation’s mission. 

Because as UUs we are dedicated to the democratic system 
(our 5th Principle), we make that budget available to you before it 
is ratified, in case you have questions or concerns about it. 

Then we ask you to attend our annual meeting in June, where 
someone will make a presentation about the budget, then the 
members of the congregation vote to approve the budget.          
Although it sounds unusual, our members have the final say on the 
budget for next year. 

You pay toward that commitment once the new fiscal year starts 
and we ask that, before the end of the year, you give at least the 
amount you stated on your commitment form. These donations 
can qualify as charitable gifts for your IRS filing. 

We will send you a quarterly report on your donations, and a     
summary statement at the end of every year. 

There are a number of other ways to give financially to the         
congregation, so if making a financial commitment is not the best 
way for you, please come talk to me and we will find a solution. 

 
Love and peace, 

Mary Case 

2015 - 2016 

Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

President Mary Case 
President-elect Larry Janzen 
Past President John Vanderpool 
Treasurer Stan Blazyk 
Secretary Judy Glaister 
At-large members Wendy Baker 
 Steve Townley 
 

 Tom Delgado 
 

Committees and Task Forces 

Caring C.Lobb/M.Philpot/M.Terrill 
Communications Madeleine Baker 
Membership Cheryl Henry 
Program/Worship Mary Case 
Religious Education Neil Huddleston 
Supper Circles Mary Ann Fore 
Social Action Bets Anderson 

 
 

Administration 

Newsletter Editor   Margaret Canavan 
Webmaster   Neil Huddleston 
Adminstrator   Shannon Samuelson-Reeves 

Our Right Relations Covenant 

 We will communicate openly, honestly &   
respectfully. 

 We will listen carefully with open minds & 
open hearts. 

 We will assume good intentions, practice   
tolerance& resist the temptation to become 
offended. 

 We will take responsibility for our speech, 
actions& feelings, & we will be sensitive to 
possible conflicts & willing to work toward 
solutions. 

 We will consider other perspectives & will 
strive not for unanimity but for mutual       
respect. 

 We will honor our own boundaries & the 
boundaries of others. 

 We will respect & support the diversity within 
our congregation & work to foster a           
welcoming environment. 

--developed in  2005 by members of UUFGC 

Themes for 2016 services 
May  Relationships 
June  Creativity 

July  Compassion 
August Challenge 
September Community 

October Spiritual Practice 
November End of Life 
December Peace 
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“Like” us on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston 

C o n n e c t i o n s  

Want more UU News?  The UU Bulletin is available by email 
from the Unitarian Universalist Association. This monthly           

e-publication is full of information about issues and activities 
of our denomination. You can subscribe at                                
http://www.uua.org/news/follow/alerts 
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Get news out to our members and friends! Send to       
administrator@uugalveston.org 
 Sunday Order of Service: by 5pm Thursday 
 Weekly email: 5pm Monday 
 Newsletter: by the 15th of the month 

UU Book Club meets at 7pm on Wednes-
day, April 13 in the UU “Living Room”. All 
are welcome and may bring snacks or bever-
ages to share. Up for discussion is The Festi-
val of Insignificance by Milan Kundera. Below 
are the remaining books for 2016: 

May  The Whistling Season by Ivan 
Doig 

June  Circling the Sun by Paula McLain 
July Tracks: A Woman’s Solo Trek. by 

Robyn Davidson 
August The Sound of a Wild Snail 

Eating by Elizabeth Tova Bai-
ley 

September Farewell Fred Voodoo by Amy 
Lilentz 

October The Outer Buoy by Jan de Hartog 
November  Being Mortal by Atul Gawande 
December The Promise by Ann Weisgarber 

Remember to sign up in the foyer to provide   

flowers for the altar for Sunday services. Dedications will 
be acknowledged in the Order of Service that day. This 
helps create a beautiful atmosphere and expresses our  
appreciation for this UU  community. 

Want to host an April Supper Circle? Please let 

Mary Ann Fore know if you are interested. Host generally 
provides a main dish and guests bring other dishes and 
beverages. Bets Anderson will host in May. June an onward 
are open. Check the bulletin board to sign up and for       
details. 

We have three new hymnals that are ready to be          
sponsored and dedicated with an "in honor of" or "in 
memory of" label. Only $30 to dedicate a    hymnal. Is 
there someone you like to honor or remember? 

Margaret Anderson will visit with us after the service on April 
24th to sign copies of her new book, Love on the Rocks with a 
Twist, Delightful Fiction with Lessons on Dealing with        
Others . Margaret recently gave a talk with excerpts from 
the book, which can help build skills to be successful in any 
relationship. We congratulate her on her book and wish her 
well with it. 

Around town 

 Attic Treasures Sale. Rather than our own sale, this 
year we will assist the Galveston Humane Society with 
theirs 3718 85th St.  Friday 6-8pm, Saturday/Sunday 
8am - 1pm 

 The UUMusicFest in Houston, Texas, is a celebration of 
all types of music in keeping with the Unitarian          
Universalist beliefs that we can learn from all opinions. 
The one-day soundscape features music from artists 
within the UU congregation, tie-dying demos, belly 
dancers, homegrown comfort food, hoola hooping, 
hand drumming and arts and crafts. Apr 9, 2016—    
Unitarian Fellowship of Houston—1504 Wirt Rd,      
Houston, TX 

https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston
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April is Child Abuse Prevention month.  And appropriately so, 
the Compassionate Offering for April is for the Galveston Dia-
per Bank, a Galveston sustainable Communities Alliance pro-
ject which partners with other local organizations involved 
with creating a healthier environment for our low-income 
families. The DP Bank’s volunteers wrap the diapers into pack-
ages of 25 each to be given as an incentive to parents who 
participate in the Incredible Years parenting classes, a proven 
effective program for parents of young children. 

Why use diapers as an incentive?  Diapers can cost up to $150 
per month per baby; food stamps can’t be used to buy dia-
pers; childcare centers require parents to provide disposable 
diapers and turn away those who don’t; without child day-
care, parents can’t go to work, and loss of employment 

means tension in the home and can lead to child abuse and 
neglect. 

These funds collected by our congregation go for supplies for 
wrapping the diapers and other administrative costs of a non-
profit.  But each month of the year, consider purchasing a 
package of diapers (size newborn to 5) to toss in the Diaper 
Bank box in the foyer for keeping the bottoms of the babies of 
our community clean, dry and happy. For more information, 
visit www.galvestondiaperbank.org. 

Our compassionate offering is always on the first Sunday of 
each month. If you are unable to attend that day and want to 
make a contribution, you may provide a check made out to 
UUFGC that states the group to which you wish to donate.  

S o c i a l  A c t i o n  N e w s  

The compassionate collection in March for Gulf Price for Youth was $372.  
Thanks to all for your generosity.  

April Compassionate Collection to Benefit Galveston Diaper Bank  

Climate Justice and First Nations' Rights  
The UU College of Social Justice is offering an immersion-
learning program with the Lummi Nation in the Bellingham 
area of Washington State from April 25-May 1, 2016. The    
program offers participants a dive into the history, culture, and 
human rights struggles of the Lummi people — and a critical 
way to stand with them in solidarity for climate justice.  
Read more at http://uucsj.org/lummi/ 

Houston Gay Pride Parade, June 25th.  

Houston Area UU's to Have a Float! Galveston UUs, let's 
have a presence in this year's parade whose theme is "With 
Pride We Float; With Love We Vote." The next planning 
meeting at First UU will be Sunday, April 3 at 1:00pm. Let's 
show our support and solidarity by committing to be part of 
the parade and by attending the planning meeting. We can 
carpool after the service. Contact AJ Price or me if you can 
participate.  

General Assembly 2016 

June 22-26, Columbus, OH 

The theme for GA 2016 will be Heart Land: Where Faiths Connect. The faith 
world is increasingly multi-faith. People are crossing borders of religion and 
spiritual practice to create wholeness in their lives individually and collectively. 
The labels—Christian, Jew, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, theist and non-theist—no 
longer define who or what we love, or how spirit moves in our lives. General 
Assembly 2016 in Columbus Ohio will assemble leaders and communities of 

many faiths to worship together, learn from one another, and create a new vision of faith that no longer divides us, but con-
nects us to an interdependent future that works for all. 

The Empty Bowl event is coming up on Friday evening, April 1 from 6-9pm at the Garten Verein, 

27th and Avenue O. UU Galveston sponsors this fundraiser for the Jesse Tree features soups, 

breads, desserts, beverages, and a silent auction. Attendees take home their favorite bowl made 

by our UU  “Bowlers”, who have been working all year to create hundreds of bowls. Tickets will b 

available online soon on the Jesse Tree website, and will be available from any UU “bowler”. 

http://www.uua.org/ga/program/contribute/proposing
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Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

Apri l  2016  
at UU Galveston 

Potluck Today 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
6-9pm Empty 

Bowls @ 

Garten Verein 

2 

3 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Rev. Bob Tucker  

“Misplaced Concreteness”; 

Children’s Religious Education 

6:30pm Game Night @TBA 

8pm: AA Phoenix Group 

4 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 
5pm Bowlers 

ON VACATION 

until July 6 

6 pm Program 

Committee 

8pm  AA     

Phoenix Group 

7 
 

8 
 

11am “A” 

Team  

 
7pm  Provoca-

tive Films are 

on vacation 

until further 

notice 

9 

UU Music Fest 
Apr 9, 2016  
12:00 pm - 

9:00 pm 
Unitarian  

Fellowship of 
Houston 

1504 Wirt Rd 
Houston, TX 

10 

9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Tony Dinuzzo,- “A Spiritu-

al Perspective of Alzheimer’s 

Disease”; Children’s Religious 

Education 

12n “Newcomers” meeting; 

6:30pm: Poker  is on Spring Break 

this month, back in May 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

11 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

5:30pm Board 

Meeting 

 
 

12 13 
7pm  Book Club 

discusses  

  The Festival of 

Insignificance  

8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

14 15 16 

17 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: John Vanderpool “A Uni-

tarian Revival and Guest Sun-

day”; Children’s Religious Edu-

cation 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

 

BRING A FRIEND TO CHURCH! 

18 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

19 20 
8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

21 

 

 

 
 

22 

 

 

 

 

 
 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 
10:30: Kris Benson, 

"Stewardship”; Children’s Reli-

gious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

 

25 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

 

 

26 27 28 29 30 

 

H a p p y  B i r t h d a y  t o  

 

Tams Ward 4/3 Robert English 4/5 

Adrianna Pickett 4/8 Sandra Sullivan 4/11 

Bunny Andrews DiNuzzo 4/13 Mary Castor  4/14 

Carol Lobb 4/25 

Potluck Today 

Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

Galveston Island Humane Society 
“Sale for Tails”  3718 85th St. 

Friday 6-8pm, Saturday/
Sunday 8am - 1pm 


