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The theme for our programs in June is Creativity.   

How is creativity connected to spirituality?  Julia Cameron, in her book The Artist's Way, offers this                        
perspective:  "Because creation is always an act of faith, and faith is a spiritual issue, so is creativity.  As 
we strive for our highest selves, our spiritual selves, we cannot help but be more aware, more proactive, 
and more  creative." Join us in our Sunday services this month as we explore creativity as a path to a 
deeper spirituality. 
 

June 5: Rev. Bob Tucker “One + One = One The Oxymoronic World of Religion and Creativity”  
Bob is a native of Minnesota and has served churches in South Dakota, Minnesota, Texas and Kansas. 
He was, for twenty-eight years, the Senior Minister of First Congregational Church of Houston. He is    
Executive Director Emeritus of The Foundation for Contemporary Theology 

Greeter:  Judy Glaister  BMOD: Wendy Baker  Facilitator: Cheryl Henry    Music: Bruce Mauzy 
 

June 12:  John Vanderpool, M.D. - “Creativity” followed by Annual Meeting 
In terms of human history, creative thinking is a relatively new idea.  He will consider similar activities and           
attitudes that join-in with creativity in producing new ideas and concepts.  Other ideas to be included are 
common myths, brainstorming and the importance of changing perspectives.  He will also explain        
exercises that help us   become more creative.  He will conclude with a personal change-of-perspective 
regarding our universe. John Vanderpool is a Board Certified Psychiatrist who has published numerous 
professional papers in medical journals. He taught for eight years in UTMB’s Dept. of Psychiatry before 
joining his wife, Dr. Beverly Vanderpool in private practice. He serves as our Fellowship’s President. His 
hobbies include golfing, cooking, writing, painting, and being a momma-daddy to his two Cocker      
Spaniels.  

Greeter: Martha Terrill         BMOD: Stan Blazyk    Facilitator: Miso Lee  Music: Margaret Canavan 
 

June 19:  Susan Tyler  “What WAS I Thinking!"  
Susan will talk about how and why she embarked on a second career as a Gallery owner and artist; how 
she has been guided on her late life path and what  her greatest influences are. Gallery Owner and Artist. 
Susan moved Galveston and joined this congregation in June of 2013. She is now retired from UTMB as 
a Geriatric Nurse       Practitioner and Nursing Administrator, but is busier that ever with her second     
career. Susan has been painting and involved in her creative side ever since she was 8 years old.  

Greeter: Sharon Goodwin BMOD: Larry Janzen Facilitator: Vickie Francil  Music: Idalia Avezuela 
 

June 26: Susan Vaughn,  “Suzuki and Autism  
Susan will share some insights about teaching autistic students piano that she has presented recently to 
the Suzuki Associations of the Americas.  Many of us are familiar with the term, but this is a chance to 
learn what makes the method so successful and how it has been adapted by Susan.  Raised in South 
Dakota, Susan received her BA while studying with composer, Merritt Johnson.  She received two MA 
degrees from TWU in Piano performance and   music Education and later completed an MA in art        
education from the University of Minnesota.  She received an MBA from the Carlson Executive School of 
Management and Ph.D from the University of Minnesota.   

Greeter: Sharon Goodwin BMOD: Judy Glaister Facilitator: Cheryl Henry  Music: Bruce Mauzy 
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A Welcoming Congregation  

502 Church Street, Galveston, Texas 77550-5502                   409.765 8330   Online at uugalveston.org 

We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity.  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k  the truth in love, and to help one another. 
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A Message from our President 

As a non-profit organization we are exempt from paying 
taxes, revenue, sales and property taxes.  We are not 
automatically exempt, however; we must comply with 
certain requirements.  One of these is to prohibit        
partisan politics.  We are not allowed to speak for or 
against any political candidate.   

So what does that mean, exactly.  I asked Natalie 
Brisco, our contact from the UUA Southern Region and 
this is her reply: 

The hard and fast rule is you can talk about issues and 
policies, but NOT candidates or platforms. So on the 
"yes" list would be North Carolina's HB2 in regard to 
transgender bathrooms, the new Texas laws around 
open-carry, laws governing reproductive rights, and 
Black Lives Matter. The "no" list would be any of the 
current Presidential candidates, anything they have said 
in their platforms, or anything they have said during the 
debates. You can talk about what YOU feel about an 
issue, but you can't talk about what a candidate feels 
about an issue. The church is able to raise a debate or 
say that an issue is a point of discussion, and the church 
can say they stand behind or against a certain issue. 
The church CANNOT say they back a candidate or they 

have a party affiliation.  

I know that is vague, but the laws are written a little 
vague on purpose. There is leeway. For example, you 
COULD legally say just about anything as long as you 
don't mention names. My Unitarian Universalist advice 
would be to allow your congregational covenant to be 
your guide. If your conversations are in covenant and 
respectful and loving, then I would say it's all good. If 
they are harmful, I might say pause and feel out why 
some people feel that way.  

The last sentence is the most significant to me.  Are our 
conversations in covenant and respectful and loving?  
This is our standard, as difficult as it might be at times.   

I remember during the AIDS epidemic reading a spiritual 
guide for those difficult times.  I can quote directly: “You 
can never afford the luxury of a negative thought.”  
Though I have never forgotten those words, they remain 
a challenge to me even thirty years later. 

Love and peace, 

Mary Case 
Board President 

2015 - 2016 

Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

President Mary Case 
President-elect Larry Janzen 
Past President John Vanderpool 
Treasurer Stan Blazyk 
Secretary Judy Glaister 
At-large members Wendy Baker 
 Steve Townley 
 Tom Delgado 

 

Committees and Task Forces 

Caring C.Lobb/M.Philpot/M.Terrill 
Communications Madeleine Baker 
Landscape Margaret Canavan 
Membership Cheryl Henry 
Program/Worship Mary Case 
Religious Education Neil Huddleston 
Supper Circles Mary Ann Fore 
Social Action Bets Anderson 

 
 

Administration 

Webmaster   Neil Huddleston 
Newsletter /Administrator   Shannon Samuelson-Reeves 

 Themes for 2016 services 
July   Compassion 
August   Challenge 
September  Community 
October  Spiritual Practice 
November  End of Life 
December  Peace 

Our Right Relations Covenant 

 We will communicate openly, honestly & respectfully. 
 We will listen carefully with open minds & open hearts. 
 We will assume good intentions, practice tolerance& resist the 

temptation to become offended. 
 We will take responsibility for our speech, actions& feelings, & we 

will be sensitive to possible conflicts & willing to work toward    
solutions. 

 We will consider other perspectives & will strive not for           
unanimity but for mutual respect. 

 We will honor our own boundaries & the boundaries of others. 
 We will respect & support the diversity within our congregation & 

work to foster a welcoming environment. 
--developed in  2005 by members of UUFGC 
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“Like” us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/

C o n n e c t i o n s  
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Get news out to our members and friends! Send to              
administrator@uugalveston.org 
 Sunday Order of Service: by 5pm Thursday 
 Weekly email: 5pm Monday 
 Newsletter: by the 15th of the month 

UU Book Club meets at 7pm on Wednesday, 
May 11 in the UU “Living Room”. All are wel-
come and may bring snacks or beverages to 
share. Up for discussion is Circling the 
Sun by Paula McLain. Below are the       
remaining books for 2016: 

July Tracks: A Woman’s Solo Trek. by 
Robyn Davidson 

August The Sound of a Wild Snail 
Eating by Elizabeth Tova Bailey 

September Farewell Fred Voodoo by Amy 
Lilentz 

October The Outer Buoy by Jan de Hartog 
November  Being Mortal by Atul Gawande 
December The Promise by Ann Weisgarber 

 Hosts for  

Supper  

Circles 

You will find the sign-up sheets in the foyer.  

If you are interested in hosting a dinner at your 
home sign up today.  You dictate how many people 
you’d like to invite and everyone brings a dish.  
Spots are available. 

Want more UU News?  The UU Bulletin is available by email 
from the Unitarian Universalist Association. This monthly     
e-publication is full of information about issues and activities 
of our denomination. You can subscribe at                      
http://www.uua.org/news/follow/alerts 

Reminder that the annual 
meeting is coming up on June 
12th right after service. Lunch 
will be served, followed by the 

business meeting where we will vote on 
the budget and board. Proxies are        
available if you cannot attend.  

Love to Sing? 

The Galveston College Chorale will present      
several patriotic songs during the celebration of 
Independence Day on July 3 at the outdoor park 
behind Ashton Villa. Rehearsals will be 7:30 pm – 
8:45 pm every Thursday in June. The rehearsals 
will be held at our own UU Fellowship sanctuary. If 
you’d like to sing, please join us for the rehearsals. 
If you’d rather just listen and enjoy an evening of 
stirring    music, plan to attend the concert with the 
Beach Band on July 3. 

 
ADULT FORUM 

Sundays at 9am, RE Room. 
Join us for at 9am for The Other Side of History: 
Daily Life in the Ancient World. This is part of a 
Great Courses series.  
June 5th – Practicing Greek Religion 
June 12th – Being an Old Greek 
June 19th – Being a Dead Greek 
June 26th – No forum, potluck Sunday 

https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston
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S o c i a l  A c t i o n  N e w s  

The compassionate collection in May was for the ADA Women’s Center was for  $374.  

Thanks to all for your generosity.  

June Compassionate Collection to Benefit Hospice Care Team 

 

LET’S SHOW SOME 

Houston Gay Pride Parade, June 25th. Houston Area 
UU's to Have a Float! Galveston UUs, let's have a   
presence in this year's parade whose theme is "With 
Pride We Float; With Love We Vote." Let's show our 
support and solidarity by committing to be part of the 
parade and by attending the planning meeting. We can 
carpool after the service. Contact AJ Price if you can 
participate.  

Galveston Juneteenth Celebration 
June 11-19, 2016  

 

Galveston hosts several days of festivities for 
Juneteenth – a holiday that originated in this historic 
Texas beach town. This year’s festivities will include 
a crawfish festival, picnics, African-American       
heritage exhibits, reenactments, concerts and more. 
The annual reading of the Emancipation             
Proclamation in front of the official Juneteenth    
monument will take place June 19 in Galveston to 
help commemorate June 19, 1865 – the date the 
last slaves in the United States were freed.  
 
Parade! Once again UU Galveston will participate in 
the Juneteenth Parade. This year celebrates the 
151st anniversary of this day, commemorating the 
liberation of all slaves in the US . The parade is 
scheduled for the evening of Saturday, June 18th.  
We will have a truck with room for a few riders in 
back, and of course as many walkers as want to 
participate. Parade line-up is at 6pm so we need to 
gather at UU at 5:30, or you can look for Stan     
driving the red truck, in the line-up. 

 

Interested in Fair Trade 

Coffee or Tea?   

UU Galveston is placing its first order 

very soon.  The order form has been 

placed in the foyer for you to sign up. 

Hospice Care Team, Inc. is the June recipient of our Compassionate Offering.  The HCT is a not for profit 
community based, and community supported organization serving residents in Galveston and Brazoria 
counties. The hospice team specializes in providing health care services for people with a terminal illness 
and support for the patient's loved ones. These highly qualified professionals focus on meeting the      
physical, emotional and spiritual needs of the patients and families who are coping with a life-limiting    
illness that is no longer responding to aggressive curative therapies. The goal of hospice care is to allow 
the patient and family to direct the palliative or comfort care. They, along with their own physician and the 
expert team of hospice nurses, social workers, home health aides, spiritual advisors and trained           
volunteers participate in the person's care. The team focuses on providing comfort and pain relief helping 
each person to live as fully as possible. 

More information about the HCT can be found on their website, www.hospicecareteam.org. 

“To be creative means to be in love with life. You can be creative only if you love life enough that 
you want to enhance its beauty, you want to bring a little more music to it, a little more poetry 

to it, a little more dance to it.” ― Osho  

http://www.hospicecareteam.org/
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Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

June 2016  
at UU Galveston 

Potluck Today 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
5pm Bowlers 

ON VACATION 

until July 6 

8pm  AA     

Phoenix Group 

2 
6:30pm 

Living Wage 

Group 

7pm  

Galveston 

Chorale 

 
 

3 
11am “A” 

Team  

7pm  Provoca-

tive Films are 

on vacation 

until further 

notice 

 
 

4 

5 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Rev. Bob Tucker   “One 

+ One = One The Oxymoronic 

World of Religion &Creativity” 

Children’s Religious Education 

6:30pm Game Night @TBA 

8pm: AA Phoenix Group 

6 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

5:30pm Board 

Meeting 

7 

 

8 
6 pm Program 

Committee 

7pm  Book Club 

discusses   

Circling the Sun 

by Paula 

McLain 

8pm  AA     

Phoenix Group 

9 
7pm  

Galveston 

Chorale 

10 
 

 
 

 

11 

12 

9am Adult Forum 

10:30: John Vanderpool, M.D. - 

“Creativity”; Children’s           

Religious Education 

 

 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

13 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

 
 

14 15 
8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

16 
7pm  

Galveston 

Chorale 

17 18 
5:30pm Meet 

at UU to line 

up for 

Juneteenth 

Parade 

(parade is at 

7pm) 

19 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Susan Tyler  “What WAS 

I Thinking!" Children’s           

Religious Education 

6:30pm: Poker  @ DeGesero’s 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

20 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

21 22 
8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

23 
7pm  

Galveston 

Chorale 

 
 

24 

 

 

 

 

 
 

25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 
10:30: Susan Vaughn,  “Suzuki 

and Autism”; Children’s Reli-

gious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

 

27 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

 

 

28 29 30 
7pm  

Galveston 

Chorale 

 

 

  

 

H a p p y  B i r t h d a y  t o  

 

Nancy McGlathery  6/1 Susan  Persons 6/2 

Suzanne Simmons  6/5 Ed Beasley 6/7 

Linda Price 6/12 Chris Reeves  6/16 

Miso  Lee 6/19 Joan Klein 6/24 

Amanda Joy Price 6/27 Wendy Baker 6/28 

John Vanderpool 6/28 

Potluck Today 

Newsletter 

Items Due 
Please! 

12n Annual meeting & Lunch 


