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Join us for our Sunday services this month as we explore the theme of Justice.  
Nineteenth-century Unitarian minister Theodore Parker said that the moral arc  

of the universe is long, but it bends toward justice.   
"The bending, however, is not automatic, nor is it inexorable.   It is dependent on people  
who feel compassion, equity, and justice as imperatives of their faith." Richard S. Gilbert 

 

March 6: – Rev. Bob Tucker “Sivilizing Huck”  
Different polls show Americans, from a sizable minority to a bare majority, support criminalizing hate speech.  
If criminalized, do we still have ‘free speech’?   Bob is a native of Minnesota and has served churches in South 
Dakota, Minnesota, Texas and Kansas. He was, for twenty-eight years, the Senior Minister of First Congrega-
tional Church of Houston. He is Executive Director Emeritus of The Foundation for Contemporary Theology. 
Greeter:  Sharon Goodwin   BMOD: Mary Case  Facilitator: Carlos Price  Music: Bruce Mauzy 

March 13:  Anthony Griffin,- “Civil Rights and Ku Klux Klan” 
Mr. Griffin is a nationally known advocate for civil rights. He will recount  an amazing irony in his legal career, 
how he defended the civil rights of the Ku Klux Klan to the Supreme Court at an enormous personal cost.  
Greeter:  Judy Glaister BMOD: Stan Blazyk   Facilitator: Idalia Avezuela  Music: Margaret Canavan 

March 20:  Jim Goodwin, M.D.  “The Meaning of Alzheimers” 
Dr. Goodwin is Vice President and Chief Research Officer and George and Cynthia Mitchell Distinguished Chair 
in Geriatric Medicine at the University of Texas Medical Branch. He received his medical degree from Harvard 
Medical School. He is a frequent speaker for our services. 
Greeter: Paula Townley  BMOD: Tom Delgado  Facilitator: VickieFrancil Music: Bruce Mauzy 

March 27: Lisa Windsor, "What I Learned on the Grand Jury” POTLUCK AFTER THE SERVICE 
Lisa will address common misconceptions regarding the criminal justice system, and observations on group 
dynamics and civic responsibility.  Lisa Windsor, an attorney with over 25 years of experience in representing 
individuals in the criminal justice system and advising commanders in the military.  Lisa is a member of our 
Fellowship.  
Greeter: Fanny DeGesaro  BMOD: Steve  Townley Facilitator: Judy Glaister Music: Idalia Avezuela 

UU Galvest   n Gazette 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Galveston County                              March 2016  

502 Church Street, Galveston, Texas 77550-5502                   409.765 8330   Online at uugalveston.org 

We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity.  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k  the truth in love, and to help one another. 

The Empty Bowl event is coming up on Friday evening, April 1 from 6-9pm at the Garten Verein, 27th and Avenue O. UU 
Galveston sponsors this fundraiser for the Jesse Tree features soups, breads, desserts, beverages, and a silent auction. 
Attendees take home their favorite bowl made by our UU  “Bowlers”, who have been working all year to create hundreds 
of bowls. Tickets will b available online soon on the Jesse Tree website, and will be available from any UU “bowler”. 

“ E m p t y  B o w l ”  E v e n i n g  i s  S c h e d u l e d  f o r  A p r i l  1  
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A Message from ourPresident 

Our Building 

The building we have works so well for us and I feel we are 
very fortunate. It seems to match our needs so well and then 
some. Many of you know about 12 years ago we added the 
foyer and sanctuary where we conduct our Sunday services.    

We have made a few changes lately, primarily the work of 
Steve Townley and Mitch Philpot. The kitchen has been up-
dated with a new dishwasher and commercial sink. The walls 
have been covered with a material that is bright and easy to 
clean. We were able to fill in the missing floor tile when the 
old cabinets were removed and the cupboards work much 
better without the doors. We are awaiting the covering on 
the countertops which is in the planning phase. I want to 
give Mitch special credit for designing and constructing the 
mobile serving/storage unit we use for potlucks. Isn’t that 
clever? 

The project on the south end of the building has kept both 
Steve and Mitch busy for weeks. It  has transformed what 
was once our library/book sale area to what we hope will be 
a multi-purpose room. The Bowlers can expand into that ar-
ea when they are working and maybe have room to reorgan-
ize their existing area. We also plan to have table and chairs 
in the area for meetings. We will be able to move the book-
cases that are in the hall back into that area and revive the 
clothing exchange.   

That will leave the small room behind the office undedicated 
for now. I’ve heard some talk about eventually removing the 
wall in the office that has the second doorway. But that will 
be awhile. 

Mitch and Steve have also tended to our roof leaks that 
started in the living room over the fireplace this winter. Re-
cently an old galvanized water inlet pipe burst and caused a 
minor flood. It was repaired via a hole in the wall of the large 
bathroom. Once again, Steve and Mitch to the rescue. 
Thanks to them, we’ve done all this for very little actual cash 
output. Be sure to thank them for all this hard work. 

Our hearts are in the right place, but for some time we just 
haven’t been able to assemble a committee for landscaping 
and there is too much work for just one person. The Board 
approved hiring a very reasonable gardening service and I 
hope we will all be pleased with the results very soon. The 
plan is to begin with cleanup on the east side of the building 
and proceed around the building each month until we are in 
maintenance mode. 

Finally the sanctuary is about to undergo a color change.  
Cheryl Henry is chairing the Beautification Committee, brave 
person that she is. Contact a member of the committee if 
you want to express an opinion.   

 
Love and peace, 

Mary Case 

2015 - 2016 

Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

President Mary Case 
President-elect Larry Janzen 
Past President John Vanderpool 
Treasurer Stan Blazyk 
Secretary Judy Glaister 
At-large members Wendy Baker 
 Steve Townley 
 

 Tom Delgado 
 

Committees and Task Forces 

Caring C.Lobb/M.Philpot/M.Terrill 
Communications Madeleine Baker 
Membership Cheryl Henry 
Program/Worship Mary Case 
Religious Education Neil Huddleston 
Supper Circles Mary Ann Fore 
Social Action Bets Anderson 

 
 

Administration 

Newsletter Editor   Margaret Canavan 
Webmaster   Neil Huddleston 
Adminstrator   Shannon Samuelson-Reeves 

H y m n a l s  

We are running low on hymnals, so if you have borrowed one 
to work on a service. enjoy readings, etc, we hope you will re-
turn it. We are ordering a few new ones so if you would like to 
sponsor and dedicate a hymnal to a loved one, please let us 
know. They are $30 each including shipping.,  

Mini-choir singing “What a Wonderful World”! 
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“Like” us on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston 

C o n n e c t i o n s  
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Get news out to our members and friends! Send to 
administrator@uugalveston.org 
 Sunday Order of Service: by 5pm Thursday 
 Weekly email: 5pm Monday 
 Newsletter: by the 15th of the month 

Our Right Relations Covenant 

We will communicate openly, honestly & respectfully. 
We will listen carefully with open minds & open hearts. 
We will assume good intentions, practice tolerance& 

resist the temptation to become offended. 
We will take responsibility for our speech, actions& 

feelings, & we will be sensitive to possible conflicts 
& willing to work toward solutions. 

We will consider other perspectives & will strive not 
for unanimity but for mutual respect. 

We will honor our own boundaries & the boundaries of 
others. 

We will respect & support the diversity within our con-
gregation & work to foster a welcoming environ-
ment. 

--developed in  2005 by members of UUFGC 

UU Book Club meets at 7pm  on Wednesday, 
March 9. All are welcome and may bring 
snacks or beverages to share. Up for discus-
sion is Go Set A Watchman by Harper Lee. 
Below are the remaining books for 2016: 

April The Festival of Insignificance by 
Milan Kundera 

May  The Whistling Season by Ivan 
Doig 

June  Circling the Sun by Paula McLain 
July Tracks: A Woman’s Solo Trek. by 

Robyn Davidson 
August The Sound of a Wild Snail Eating 

by Elizabeth Tova Bailey 
September Farewell Fred Voodoo by Amy 

Lilentz 
October The Outer Buoy by Jan de Hartog 
November  Being Mortal by Atul Gawande 
December The Promise by Ann Weisgarber 

Remember to sign up in the foyer to provide flowers for 

the altar for Sunday services. Dedications will be acknowledged in the 
Order of Service that day. This helps create a beautiful atmosphere and 
expresses our appreciation for this UU community. 

UUA Southwest Spring Conference  

Registration is open for "Differences that Make a Differ-
ence: Multicultural Justice Making Inside and Out" at 
Wildflower Church in Austin April 8-10, 2016. In today's 
world, conversations about difference are both difficult 
and necessary. UUs, with our theology of and commit-
ment to pluralism, are called to lead the way in navi-
gating a respectful discourse around emotional topics 
such as diversity in culture, ethnicity, and theology in a 
world that is increasingly divided. This year's Spring 
Conference, will offer exploration of the differences in 
our congregations and how they make a difference in 
the way we choose to be in the world. Details at http://
www.uuasouthernregion.org/swspring2016.html  

Galveston City Council 
proclaimed January 28 
Laura Murell Day! She 
was honored because of 
her tireless work for public 
housing. In a ceremony at 
City Hall she received a 
plaque and a beautiful 
bouquet donated by Larry 
Janzen. 

https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston
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Gulf Pride for Youth is a safe and confidential environment for 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex, Queer and 
Questioning youth (aged 13-20) and their allies. Their mission 
is to offer them an affirming and safe setting, providing edu-
cation, positive role modeling, peer support and outreach in 
order to enhance their strengths and to encourage youth to 
lead healthy, productive lives of their own choosing. 

Too often, GLBTIQ youth find themselves alone. Sometimes, 
their sexual orientation or gender identity put them at risk of 
losing friends, family, religion and even their own home. GPY 
is a place for youth to come together and support each other, 
as well as to talk to trained adult volunteers who are GLBTIQ 
affirming and here to help. 

GYP is also offers fun social activities like watching movies and 
playing games, reading books and magazine and other events. 

All of these in a friendly and relaxing environment where no 
one needs to be afraid of being themselves. Funds collected 
during the Compassionate Offering will go to develop educa-
tional and outreach activities, as well as to fund events for 
members of GYP. 

For more information, see http://www.gulfprideforyouth.org/ 
or contact Idalia Avezuela (iavezuela@gmail.com). You can 
also find Gulf Pride for Youth on Facebook. 

Our compassionate offering is al-
ways on the first Sunday of each 
month. If you are unable to attend 
that day and want to make a contri-
bution, you may provide a check 
made out to UUFGC that states the 
group to which you wish to donate.  

S o c i a l  A c t i o n  N e w s  

The compassionate collection in February 
for Kiva Microfinance was $460. This gen-
erosity, combined with repayments from 
other loans, has allowed us to make 20 

new loans and a small donation to Kiva to 
continue their operation.  Thanks to all! 

M a r c h  P r o v o c a t i v e  F i l m    

B E F O R E  Y O U  K N O W  I T  
This 2013 documentary follows the lives of three gay seniors as they navigate  their 
golden years. No ordinary senior citizens, these are go-go booted bar-hoppers, love 
struck activists, troublemaking baton twirlers, late night Internet cruisers, seasoned 
renegades and bold adventurers. They are also among the estimated 2.4 million LGBT 
Americans over 55 in the US, many of whom face heightened levels of discrimination, 
neglect and exclusion. This is a film about generational trailblazers who have surmount-
ed prejudice and defied expectation to form communities of strength, renewal and ca-
maraderie. We are reminded that while LGBT elders face a specific set of issues, aging 
and its challenges are universal. An affirmation of life and human resilience told with a 
refreshing humor and candor, Before You Know It confirms that you are never too old 
to reshape society. 

Friday,  March 18 ,  7  pm  
 at UU Galveston --502 Church Street, 5th Street entrance  

 
 

 

Free admission– bring a snack to share and invite your friends. 

March Compassionate Collection to Benefit Gulf Pride for Youth  

Climate Justice and First Nations' Rights  
The UU College of Social Justice is offering an immersion-learning 
program with the Lummi Nation in the Bellingham area of Wash-
ington State from April 25-May 1, 2016. The program offers partici-
pants a dive into the history, culture, and human rights struggles of 
the Lummi people — and a critical way to stand with them in soli-
darity for climate justice. Read more at http://uucsj.org/lummi/ 
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Themes for 2016 services 
April  Stewardship 
May  Relationships 
June  Creativity 
July  Compassion 
August  Challenge 
September Community 
October Spiritual Practice 
November End of Life 
December Peace 

"Attic Treasures" evolves: ROur annual garage sale 

began in 2005 as a fundraiser for our garden and the chil-
dren’s play area. Over the years it evolved into an event with 
funds going into the general UU budget, and the enthusiasm 
of volunteers seems to have waned. 

So rather than having our own sale this year, the plan is that 
we will volunteer with the Galveston Island Humane Society’s 
garage sale at the beginning of April. GIHS is one of the non-
profits we traditionally support and we will enjoy adding our 
energy to theirs.  

Of course we will be able to donate to the sale and purchase 
at it, if we wish, as well as volunteering to help make it hap-
pen. Save some time that first April weekend  and dig out 
your blue “UU Volunteer” t-shirt! Details will be shared as we 
receive them. 

Roll out the Barrel...Remember the barrel in the UU 

foyer designed by Lisa Windsor?  It was originally there for 
placing donated gifts to be taken to various nonprofits as part 
of our Compassionate Offering Program--but often used aby 
some as a trash can  

We have now dedicated the barrel for ongoing collection of 
disposable DIAPERS for the Galveston Diaper Bank. This 
group partners with other local organizations involved with 
creating a healthier environment for our low-income fami-
lies. Diapers are given as an incentive to parents who partici-
pate in the Incredible Years parenting classes, a proven effec-
tive program for parents of young children. 

Why use diapers as an incentive?  Diapers can cost up to 
$150 per month per baby; food stamps can’t be used to buy 
diapers; childcare centers require parents to provide disposa-
ble diapers and turn away those who don’t; without child 
daycare, parents can’t go to work, and loss of employment 
means tension in the home and can lead to child abuse and 
neglect. 

“ D e e d s  N o t  C r e e d s  

Social Action Committee News 

 The Empty Bowl Event is scheduled for April 1. Made-
leine Baker reports we have 245 bowls but need at 
least another 100. You can help. Stay tuned for volun-
teer needs during the event. 

 AJ Price is exploring possible participation with Hou-
ston UUs for the Gay Pride Parade. AJ will also work 
on promoting our Welcoming Congregation status. 

 Sandra Sullivan is coordinating our monthly Compas-
sionate Collection. We are adding the Hospice Care 
Team as the June recipient this year.  

 The Collection Barrel in the hallway  will be used for 
packaged diapers (see article at left).  

 Plastic Bag Initiative. Idalia Avezuela is our liaison to 
the Surfrider and Turtle Restoration projects. She will 
educate us about those through the Newsletter. 

 Carol Lobb will head up the Fair Trade Initiative. Look 
for fair trade items [coffee, tea, chocolate, perhaps 
others] for sale in our Fellowship soon. 

 Recycling Clothes at UUFGC. Margaret Canavan will 
maintain a clothes rack for ‘trading’ gently used cloth-
ing. 

 Access Care of Coastal Texas [ACCT]. Carol Lobb and 
Sandra Sullivan help with mailing out the monthly 
newsletter and apprise the Fellowship when there are 
any special events or needs, 

 Margaret Canavan will continue to coordinate our 
participation in the MLK and Juneteenth Parades. We 
will hand out children’s books for the June parade. 

 Housing and Fair Wage. With Laura Murrell’s depar-
trure we hope a volunteer will step up to keep us in-
volved with this group. Please contact Bets Anderson 

 Game Night will move to the First Sunday of the 
month with Victoria N in charge of finding a place and 
getting the word out 

 Provocative Film Night is moving to the third Friday of 
the month.  Suggestions for films are welcome. 

 Attic Treasures Sale. Rather than our own sale, this 
year we will assist the Galveston Humane Society with 
theirs April 1-3. Victoria N will assist in getting UU vol-
unteers to help. 

*Attendance - Bets Anderson, Idalia Avezuela, Madeleine Baker, Sha-
ron Godwin, Dale Hogan, Carol Lobb, Victoria N, Billie Rinaldi, Sandra 
Sullivan 
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Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

March 2016  
at UU Galveston 

Potluck Today 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 
5pm Bowlers  

6 pm Program 

Committee 

3 4 
 

5 

6 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Rev. Bob Tucker  

“Sivilizing Huck”; Children’s 

Religious Education 

6:30pm Game Night @TBA 

8pm: AA  

   Phoenix Group 

7 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 
5pm Bowlers  

7pm  Book Club 

discusses  

  Go Set a 

Watchman  

8pm  AA     

Phoenix Group 

10 
 

11 
 

11am “A” 

Team  

 

12 

 

13 

9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Anthony Griffin,- “Civil 

Rights and Ku Klux Klan”; Chil-

dren’s Religious Education 

12n “Newcomers” meeting; 

6:30pm: Poker @ Stan Blazyk’s 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

14 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

5:30pm Board 

Meeting 

 
 

15 16 
5pm Bowlers  

8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

17 18 
7 pm  Pro-

vocative 

Film, Before 

you Know It 

19 

20 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Jim Goodwin, M.D.  “The 

Meaning of Alzheimers”; Chil-

dren’s Religious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

21 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

22 23 
5pm Bowlers  

8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

24 

 

 

 
 

25 

 

 

 

 

 
 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 
10:30: Lisa Windsor, "What I 

Learned on the Grand Jury”; 

Children’s Religious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

 

 

28 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

 

 

29 30 31   

 

H a p p y  B i r t h d a y  t o  

 

Kristopher Benson 3/7 Joel Carrow  3/13 

Rudy Steury  3/15 Cat Currens 3/16 

Cynthia Antonelli  3/18 Carlos Price 3/21 

Doris Rasmussen  3/26 Jeff Narron  3/30 

Potluck Today 

Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 


