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UU Galvest   n Gazette 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Galveston County                  August 2017 

A Welcoming Congregation  

502 Church Street, Galveston, Texas 77550-5502                   409.765 8330   Online at uugalveston.org 

We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity.  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant: To dwell 

together in peace, to see k  the truth in love, and to help one another. 

August 6  Rev. Bob Tucker, Religion Without Theists or  
                  Atheists: Religious Naturalism 
Einstein wrote: “The most beautiful thing we can experi-
ence is the mysterious. It is the source of all true art and 
science." This leads us to transcend by theism and atheism.   
Bob is a native of Minnesota and has served churches in 
South Dakota, Minnesota, Texas and Kansas. He was, for 
twenty-eight years, the Senior Minister of First Congrega-
tional Church of Houston. He is Executive Director Emeritus 
of The Foundation for Contemporary Theology. 

               Greeter: Bets Anderson  BMOD: Miso Lee  
               Facilitator: Carlos Price   Music: Bruce Mauzy 

*Compassionate Offering for Kiva 

August 13  Robert Krout, Creativity Through Music -  
               The Essence of Humanness 

Music plays a number of diverse roles in our daily lives, and 
has done so for many thousands of years. In fact, music has 
been described as the essence of humanness. The present-
er will share some observations on this topic from his work 
as a music therapist, and will share a song for all to sing to 
express our creative connectedness. A Board Certified Mu-
sic Therapist, Robert Krout is Professor Emeritus and for-
mer Chair of the Music Therapy Department at Southern 
Methodist University in Dallas, where he taught for 13 
years. He has worked as a music therapist in a number of 
clinical areas, including special education, pediatrics, men-
tal and behavioral health, aging and memory care, develop-
mental disorders and autism, cancer, end of life care, and 
bereavement.  Robert moved to Texas in 2004 from New 
Zealand, where he taught and helped establish that coun-
try’s first university music  therapy program. 

     Greeter: Madeleine Baker  BMOD: Glenn Smith   
     Facilitator: Bets Anderson  Music: Bruce Mauzy 

August 20  UU Artists, Creativity: A Spiritual Connection  
Several members of our Fellowship will share how the cre-
ative process they enjoy (or endure) provides them with a 
spiritual connection.  Many art forms will be represented: 
painting, writing, quilting, pottery, music, and more.  Our 
artists will share what inspires them, what benefits they 
receive from the creative process, and how their spiritual 
lives are enriched through creativity.  
           Greeter: Judy Glaister BMOD: Larry Janzen 
 Facilitator: Cheryl Henry Music: Margaret Canavan  

August 27  John Gorman, Poetry: Creativity—The Name  
                    and The Game 
“Poetry” comes from a Greek word for “making.”  The idea 
that language itself can modify reality and pin down identi-
ty is a very old one, as the opening chapters of The Book of 
Genesis attest. Poets love to brag about their power to 
change the world.  The speaker will bring examples from 
his own work and from other poets. John is Professor 
Emeritus of Literature after nearly forty years as a profes-
sor at UHCL. His poetry has been published in numerous 
journals throughout the U.S. and Canada and is collected in 
four chapbooks including, “The Oxford of Floodplain,” 
which was produced to celebrate UHCL’s 20th anniversary. 
He was named one of three “State Poets” at the Austin 
International Poetry Festival in 2012. 
 Greeter: Jo Ann Ross BMOD: Lisa Windsor 
 Facilitator: Mary Case Music: Margaret Canavan 

*Potluck Lunch immediately following the service 

AUGUST SUNDAY PROGRAMS 

"Because creation is always an act of faith, and faith is a spiritual issue, so is creativity.  
As we strive for our highest selves, our spiritual selves, we cannot help but be more aware,  

more proactive, and more creative."  —Julia Cameron, The Artist’s Way 

Please join us for our Sunday services in August as we explore the topic of Creativity.   
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A Message from our President  
 

Dear Fellowship, 

“If you hear a voice within you say, ‘You cannot paint,’ then 
by all means paint, and that voice will be silenced.”   

--Vincent Van Gogh 

“Think left and think right and think low and think high.  
Oh, the thinks you can think up if only you try!”   

--Dr. Seuss 

The theme for August is creativity. All you need to do is wan-

der around the church, listen to our musicians, or attend a 

Bowlers’ meeting to know that we have some very creative 

and talented people in our Fellowship. Creative people 

abound in Galveston, which is one of the many reasons I love 

living here. Creative people know they have a gift to share 

with the world, and they are grateful for every opportunity 

to do so. Creative people are kind, and they also tend to be 

humble, knowing that creativity comes from the soul and is 

never completely ours.   

I was lucky to grow up with an artist father. Creativity was 

always something I felt comfortable with and something that 

was encouraged in my household. It’s sad to think that there 

are people who feel too intimidated to freely express them-

selves. They may believe that creativity is only for the 

“talented” few, or not something they have the luxury of 

pursuing in the struggle to provide the basic necessities. If 

you sing off key, can’t paint within the line or have two left 

feet, never fear. Creativity comes in many forms, like teach-

ing a class, caring for a loved one, volunteering for a cause, 

raising children, cooking, building a bookcase, or even just 

thinking. If you’ve ever wanted to get to know yourself 

better, knock on your soul’s creativity door and welcome the 

person you find living there. 

As you listen to our speakers this month, think about how 

you can nurture the creative soul that lives within. Talk about 

your creative outlet with others and share your knowledge 

and joy. Be the inspiration you hoped to find. 

      Sincerely, 

 
      Lisa Windsor 

2017-2018 Leadership of UUFGC 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 President ................................. Lisa Windsor 
 President-elect .............................. Miso Lee 
 Past President ......................... Larry Janzen 
 Treasurer .................................. Carlos Price 
 Secretary ................................... Dale Hogan 
 At-large Members ...................... Ed Beasley 
  Glenn Smith 
  Steve Townley 

COMMITTEES AND TASK FORCES 

 Caring ......................................... Carol Lobb 
  Mitch Philpot 
  Martha Terrill 
 Communications ............... Madeleine Baker 
 Landscape ...................... Margaret Canavan 
 Membership ............................ Cheryl Henry 
 Program/Worship ....................... Mary Case 
 Religious Education ........... Neil Huddleston 
 Supper Circles ...................... Mary Ann Fore 
 Social Action ............................ Billie Rinaldi 
UU Book Club ................... Fanny DeGesero 

ADMINISTRATION 

Webmaster ......................... Neil Huddleston 
Administrator  ............................... Jo  Ann Ross 

 

 

Get news out to our members and friends! 
Send to administrator@uugalveston.org: 

 

 Sunday Order of Service: by 5pm Thursday 

 Weekly email: 5pm Monday 

 Newsletter: by the 15th of the month 

 

Themes for 2017 Services 

September Sanctuary 

October Mystery 

November Abundance 

December Hope/Tradition 

  

It’s easy to sign up for your  

preferred Sunday  

to provide flowers for the altar. 
Flowers can be of any type, from any source,  

and for any occasion!  

The weekly sign-up form is located on the  

bulletin board in the Fellowship foyer.  
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C o n n e c t i o n s  
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 Well, NOW is the time! 

Choose your date and time, the number of people to 
invite, and even a theme, if you wish. Guests bring a 
dish to share and these smaller settings make for a 
great evening! Sign up in the Fellowship foyer. 

Want more news from UUA?  

The UU Bulletin is available by email from the  
Unitarian Universalist Association. This monthly  
e-publication is full of information about issues and 
activities of our denomination. You can subscribe at: 
 

http://www.uua.org/news/follow/alerts 

 

“Like” us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston 

OTHER GROUPS: 

 UU Adult Forum is on summer break. Sunday 
discussion meetings will reconvene in Sep-
tember at 9:00am. The next featured book  

   is "Christ for Unitarian Universalists - A new 
Dialog with Traditional Christianity". 

 UU Bowlers meet weekly on Wednesdays at 
5:00pm at the Fellowship to create hand-
made bowls for the annual Jesse Tree  

   “Empty Bowl” event each year.  

 A Course in Miracles resumes at the Fellow-
ship in September. 

 AA Phoenix Group meets on Wednesday  
   and Sundays at 8:00pm at the Fellowship. 

 UU Book Club meets at 7:00pm 
on Wednesday, August 9, in the 
UU “Living Room”.  All are wel-
come to join our friendly and far-
ranging discussions and may 
bring snacks or beverages to 
share.  Up for discussion is The 
House Girl by Tara Conlin. 

Upcoming selections: 

 September:  Bold Spirit by Linda 
Lawrence-Hunt 

 October:  American Dervish by 
Ayad Akhtar 

 November:  Sweet Lamb of  
    Heaven by Lydia Millet 
 December:  Enrique’s Journey by 

Sonia Nazaro 

Chalice Circles 
to Resume in September 

 

    Our small group ministry -- covenant groups or Chalice 
Circles -- will resume in September. These groups of six to 
ten people meet regularly to have deep conversations 
about topics that are important to all of us, spiritually and 
emotionally.   
    Some of the topics we have discussed during our most 
recent meetings include Forgiveness, Gratitude, Doubt/
Faith, Spiritual Practice, Creativity, Friendship, Thresholds, 
and our Right Relations Covenant. Our gift to each other 
during the sessions is committed listening while others 
share from the heart.  As we have all discovered, deep 
listening is a skill that takes practice!  
    Last spring, two Chalice Circles met: one on Monday 
evenings and another on Tuesday afternoons. The Mon-
day evening group has taken a break for the summer while 
the Tuesday afternoon group continued to meet for six 
sessions.   
    We will begin a new series in September. The Tuesday 
afternoon group is full, but there are a few spaces availa-
ble in the Monday evening group.  If there are enough peo-
ple interested, we may form a third Chalice Circle. If you 
are interested in joining a group, please contact Jo Ross at 
administrator@uugalveston.org.  

If you want a new photo on the "Wall of Fame",  

please let Margaret Canavan know, and  

she will take a new one for you. You can also  

send a message to administrator@uugalveston.com. 

New Faces for Current Members! 

                        

                    IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN when we update                     

           and print our membership directory!   

                   If you are a member, please advise us  
                     of any changes in your contact information.   

 

If you are not yet a member and are considering joining us, 
now is the time so you can be "in the book"  

for 2017-18.  
Our goal is to get the directory out by mid-August, so 

please notify Jo Ross by August 6  

at administrator@uugalveston.org. 

Have you hosted a 

Supper Circle 

and would like to 

do it again?  

Do you want to host a 

Supper Circle  

but just haven’t  

done it yet? 

https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston
mailto:administrator@uugalveston.org
mailto:administrator@uugalveston.com
mailto:administrator@uugalveston.org
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S o c i a l  A c t i o n  N e w s  
August Compassionate Collection Benefits KIVA  

The compassionate collection in July for the Resource and Crisis Center raised $411.00. 
As always, thank you for your generosity!  

Kiva is an international nonprofit, founded in 2005 and 
based in San Francisco, with a mission to connect people 
through lending to alleviate poverty. They celebrate and 
support people looking to create a better future for them-
selves, their families and their communities. 

By lending as little as $25 on Kiva, anyone can help a bor-
rower start or grow a business, go to school, access clean 
energy or realize their potential. For some, it’s a matter of 
survival; for others, it’s the fuel for a life-long ambition. 

100% of every dollar you lend on Kiva goes to funding 
loans. Kiva covers costs primarily through optional dona-
tions, as well as through support from grants and spon-
sors. The numbers are: 
 - 2.5 million borrowers   - 1.6 million leaders 

       - 84 countries - 1.01 billion loans made             

From Galveston UU Fellowship donations: 

 $1,716 total given to Kiva 

 399 loans totaling $11,250 made with the $1,716 
     (due to money being loaned, repaid, and reloaned)  

 Loans to people in 52 countries 

 Majority of loans given to women 

KIVA loans the money donated to them. The funds are  
used over and over as people repay the loans. KIVA asks 
for donations to cover the costs of making the loans. They 
never charge loan costs to the borrowers. They had previ-
ously asked for about 10% to cover the costs but are now 
asking for 15% of the loan amount.    

Charity Navigator gives KIVA a 96.69 out of 100 rating! 

Website: www.kiva.org 

1 

The Citizens’ Climate Lobby is a non-profit,  

non-partisan, grassroots advocacy organization  

focused on national policies to address climate change.  

                    — from the CCL website, citizensclimatelobby.org 
____________________ 

     The 2017 CCL Conference was held in Washington, DC 
on June 11-13 and lobby meetings on June 14.. The con-
ference started Sunday morning at 8:00 a.m. with a Gospel 
Choir, and things did not slow down for the next 3 days. 
Bradley Whitford of West Wing fame was a substitute for a 
speaker who had to cancel at the last minute. Bradley was 
a boyhood friend of Jay Butera. Jay is a CCL volunteer 
who spent several years working on getting the House Bi-
partisan Climate Solutions Caucus started.   
     The House Caucus had its initial meeting in April of 
2016 with 8 members in attendance. This year, the mem-
bership has grown to 42 members (21 Republicans and 

21 Democrats). We expect to hit 50 members in the next 
few months. Jay, Bradley, and lots of other volunteers are 
making the caucus a real force for change in D.C. 
     Another record was set.1,000 volunteers participated in 
500 lobby meetings during the conference. 
     I participated in 4 lobby meetings: 

 Senator John Cornyn – We turned over 3,000 letters 
from Texans to the Senator's aides. 

 Rep. Randy Weber of Galveston – We delivered 75 
letters from his constituents, doubling last year’s count. 
The Representative’s staff indicated that he is less dis-
missive of climate change than in previous years. 

 Rep. Blake Farenthold of Corpus Christi – We only had 
a few letters for this office, as the Corpus Christi chap-
ter of CCL is just getting started. 

 Rep. Henry Cuellar of Laredo to East San Antonio – He 
was the only Democrat office I met with. CCL has few 
members. in this District. 

Our own Jim McGlathery was quoted in the commemorative Galveston Daily News supplement, 

“Celebrating 175 Years” 

       Speaking of the News’ buildings and the newsroom, “In 1953, nearly three quarters of a century after The Galveston 
News building opened, a Ball High School student named Jimmy McGlathery, moonlighting as a sports reporter, would 
return to the newsroom to write up his accounts of local games. 

       He still recalls the efforts made by the building’s overseers to combat the summer heat and humidity - and their 
effect on producing copy. 

       ‘Back then, of course, they didn’t have air conditioning, and with the big fans oscillating throughout the newsroom, 
we would have to bring in clothespins and attach them to the top of our copy to keep it from blowing back into the 
typewriter keys,’ recounted McGlathery, a subsequent Princeton and Yale graduate now retired from a career teaching 
German literature at the University of Illinois-Champagne. ‘When we were done, we walked our stories over to the 
sports editor, clutching them so they wouldn’t blow away.’” 

Source: “News’ Buildings are Parts of the Local Landscape,” by Tom Bassing  
in 175, The Daily News Commemorative Magazine, July 2017, pp. 45-46 

Citizens’ Climate Lobby Conference Report by Glenn Smith, UU Board Member 
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Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

  August  2017  
at UU Galveston 

Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

Happy Birthday to:  1 
 

2 
5pm  Bowlers 
6pm  (Program 
Committee is  

  cancelled) 
8pm  AA     
Phoenix 
Group 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
10:30am  Rev. Bob Tucker,  
    Religion Without Theists  
    or Atheists: Religious  
    Naturalism 

  Compassionate Offering—Kiva 
  Children’s Religious Education 
8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

7 
 
 
 
 

8 
 

9 
5pm  Bowlers 
7pm  Book 
Club  

8pm  AA      
Phoenix 
Group 

10 
 

11 
 10am  
 “A” Team 
Meeting 

12 
 

13 
10:30am  Robert Krout,  
    Creativity Through Music:  
    The Essence of Humanness 

  Children’s Religious Education 
8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

14 
  

15 
5:30pm  
Board Meet-
ing (new day 
for meetings) 

16 
5pm  Bowlers 
8pm  AA      
Phoenix 
Group 

17 
 

18 19 

20 

10:30am  UU Artists, Creativity:   
      A Spiritual Connection  
   Children’s Religious Education 
6:30pm  Spirituality of Poker at  
  the DeGesero home 
8pm  AA Phoenix Group 
 

21 
 
 

22 
 

23 
5pm  Bowlers 
8pm  AA      
Phoenix 
Group 

24 25 26 

27 

10:30am  John Gorman, Poetry: 
    Creativity—The Name and  
    The Game 
  Children’s Religious Education 
8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

28 29 30 
5pm  Bowlers 
8pm  AA      
Phoenix 
Group 

31  Potluck Today 

Newsletter  

Items Due! 

 

8/2 - Susan Baker 
8/2 - Kathy Domsky 

8/2 - Rosa Morgan 

8/2 - John Stokes 

8/3 - Susan Rainey 

8/5 - Christy Callahan 

8/6 - Stan Blazyk 

8/6 - Larry Janzen 

8/9 - Jo Ann Ross 

8/16 - Victoria Newsome 

8/20 - Russell Cole 

8/24 - Rick Altemose 

8/31 - Jessica Antonelli 
8/31 - Dawn McCarty 


