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UU Galvest   n Gazette 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Galveston County                  JANUARY 2017 

A Welcoming Congregation  

502 Church Street, Galveston, Texas 77550-5502                   409.765 8330   Online at uugalveston.org 

We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity.  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k  the truth in love, and to help one another. 

The theme for our programs in January is “Change”.   

The new year promises to bring more change than usual.  Some of these changes may be unwelcoming and             
disturbing; there is much uncertainty facing us in this country and in the world.  Join us this month as we 

engage in conversations about our changing times and how we can best prepare for the challenges ahead.   
"When we least expect it, life sets us a challenge to test our courage and willingness to change; at such a 
moment, there is no point in pretending that nothing has happened or in saying that we are not yet ready. 

The challenge will not wait. Life does not look back."   -- Paulo Coelho 
 

January 1: Rev. Bob Tucker   Transition and Transformation: Philosophically–Psychologically–Personally 
Edmund Burke wrote, “We must all obey the great law of change. It is the most powerful law of nature." Bob is a native of   
Minnesota and has served churches in South Dakota, Minnesota, Texas and Kansas. He was, for 28 years, the Senior      
Minister of First Congregational Church of Houston. He is Executive Director Emeritus of The Foundation for Contemporary 
Theology 
Greeter:   Bets Anderson BMOD: Carlos Price Facilitator:   Carlos Price Music: Bruce Mauzy 

January 8:  Margaret Anderson   Mid-Course Corrections 
Just when you think you’ve found your direction, life can spin you around. Margaret will share some of her own turning point 
stories and offer tips for dealing with the unexpected changes in your life.  Margaret Anderson is an independent trainer,    
author and consultant who helps people get what they need from others while building bridges, not burning them. She is the 
author of Love on the Rocks…with a Twist, and a weekly blog devoted to consensus-building and related communication 
skills. A   Harvard-trained negotiator, Margaret regularly designed and taught her own curricula for Rice University's 
Glasscock School of Continuing Studies from 2002 through 2014.She is a member of the UU Church of the Larger Fellowship 
and a BOI.  
Greeter: Paula Townley  BMOD: Carlos Price  Facilitator: Cheryl Henry Music: Margaret Canavan 

January 15:  Rev. Freda Brown   CHOSEN (by God) for Justice 
We shall be exploring the “choseness” of ancient Israel; the alignment of this special role with JUSTICE and Israel’s worship 
of YHWH; the translation of these concepts in Dr. King’s thoughts and writings.  I am inspired by his “drum major for justice” 
quote and I believe it will speak to us all in the times in which we live.  Rev. Brown is the current Executive Director of St.   
Vincent’s House. Prior to this post, she was an associate priest at the Episcopal Church of the Annunciation in Lewisville, TX. 
For 7 years she was employed as a palliative care chaplain in hospice and hospital settings, serving the dying and those who 
love them. 
Greeter: Sandra Sullivan BMOD: Ed Beasley Facilitator: Madeleine Baker Music: Idalia Avezuela 

January  22: Terry Conrad   The Truth of Change 
We want change.  We don’t want change.  Which is it?  One, the other, neither, or both!  The relationship we have with 
change has everything to do with our happiness and wellbeing.  Our world-view of assumptions, expectations, attitudes,    
beliefs, and opinions determines the relationship between our sense of a self and the reality of change.  When the reality of 
our imagination is out-of-integrity with reality as-it-is, we experience difficulty and even suffering. Wanting some things to 
change but other things to not change is not an accurate understanding of the nature of change. Change can be seen as   
happening on three  levels of experience, outer, inner, and innermost.  We have an active and ongoing relationship with     
reality on all three and one informs the other.  Coming into integrity with reality as-it-is is our best protection.  Terry Conrad is 
owner of Island BrainWorks™ LLC, Director of Project Clear Light, a Buddhist/prison outreach program & a Certified          
Volunteer Chaplain in the Texas Department of Criminal Justice, & a meditation teacher authorized by Lama John Makransky 
& the Foundation for Active Compassion. 
Greeter: Carol Lobb  BMOD: Judy Glaister Facilitator: Cheryl Henry  Music: Bruce Mauzy 

January 29: Rabbi Doctor of Congregation Beth Jacob   Topic TBA 
Greeter: Fanny DeGesaro BMOD: Steve Townley Facilitator: Bets Anderson Music: Margaret Canavan 
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A Message from our President  
 
Dear Friends, 
 

 As I meditated on the concept of change, I found myself       
reflecting on the joys and struggles that accompany it.  It brought me to 
this beautiful message by Naomi King.  I hope you find it as relevant as I 
have. 
 “We know there is great abundance in our world: a great 
abundance of suffering—of people homeless, hungry, frightened,    
lonely, in danger, sick, exhausted, and wondering when this abundant 
suffering shall cease. 
 We know there is great abundance in our world: a great   
abundance of love—of people caring, building homes for those who 
need them, feeding folks who hunger, comforting folks who are      
frightened, inviting folks who are lonely into company, creating peace 
and safety zones, healing and being with the sick, and welcoming the 
weary to a place of rest. 
 We are the people of abundance, people who have known 
suffering and will know suffering. We are the people of abundance, 
people who have known love and offer our love as a blessing to our 
world. 
 As we receive disappointment, anguish, and anger, we trans-
form those curses into the blessings of hope, joy, and love.  As we offer 
those blessings to this world, so our blessings increase: 
 
 the smile of gratitude eases our hearts, 
 the dance of joy sweeps us into the circle, 
 and the light of this chalice changes our world. 
 
 We are the change we wish to see through what we give. What 
change will you bless this world with today?” 
  
May each of you be blessed with peace and love, now and always. 
Sincerely, 
 

Larry Janzen 
Board President  

2016 - 2017 

Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

 President Larry Janzen 
 President-elect Lisa Windsor 
 Past President Mary Case 
 Treasurer Carlos Price 
 Secretary Judy Glaister 
 At-large members Wendy Baker 
 Ed Beasley 
 Steve Townley 

Committees and Task Forces 
 

 Caring C.Lobb/M.Philpot/M.Terrill 
 Communications Madeleine Baker 
 Landscape Margaret Canavan 
 Membership Cheryl Henry 
 Program/Worship Mary Case 
 Religious Education Neil Huddleston 
 Supper Circles Mary Ann Fore 
 Social Action Billie Rinaldi 

Administration 

Webmaster   Neil Huddleston 

Themes for 2017 services 

Our Right Relations Covenant 

 We will communicate openly, honestly & respectfully. 
 We will listen carefully with open minds & open hearts. 
 We will assume good intentions, practice tolerance & resist 

the temptation to become   offended. 
 We will take responsibility for our speech, actions & feelings, 

& we will be sensitive to   possible conflicts & willing to work 
toward solutions. 

 We will consider other perspectives & will strive not for    
unanimity but for mutual respect. 

 We will honor our own boundaries & the boundaries of     
others. 

 We will respect & support the diversity within our             
congregation & work to foster a welcoming environment. 

--adopted in 2005 

Get news out to our members and friends! 
Send to administrator@uugalveston.org 
 
 Sunday Order of Service: by 5pm Thursday 
 Weekly email: 5pm Monday 
 Newsletter: by the 15th of the month 

February Relationships 

March Conflict 

April Growth 

May Voices From the Past 

June Doubt 

July Democratic Process/

August Creativity 

September Sanctuary 

October Mystery 

November Abundance 

December Hope/tradition 

http://www.uua.org/directory/people/naomi-king
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C o n n e c t i o n s  
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UU Book Club meets at 7pm on 
Wednesday, January 11th in the UU 
“Living Room”. All are welcome and 
may bring snacks or beverages to 
share. Up for discussion is  
Jan - Woman of the Inner Sea  
 by Thomas Keneally 
Feb - The Train to Crystal City  
 by Jan Jarboe Russell 
Mar - Today I am a Boy  
 by Kim Fu 
Apr - Bee Season  
 by Myla Goldberg 
May - The Septembers of Shiraz  
 by Dalia Sofer 
  

As you put away and give away excess "things" after the 
holidays, remember we will have the Attic Treasures (aka 
"garage) Sale the first weekend in 
March. So keep those goodies to 
donate to the sale!  It's sooner than 
you think!  

More details to come! Please let 
Margaret Canavan know if 
you have ideas/suggestions. This 
event is the only fundraiser we do 
all year for our own Fellowship.  

ADULT FORUM 
Held at 9am most Sundays. Meetings are open to all. 

 
Jan 1st   Being Poor in the Middle Ages 
Jan 8th Being a Medieval Woman 
Jan 15th Being a Medieval Christian or Heretic 
Jan 22nd Being a Medieval Knight 
Jan 29th No Forum  

Chalice Circles Begin January 16 & 17 
Two Chalice Circles will begin in January.  There will be a group 
that meets on Monday evenings from 6:00 - 8:00 PM and    
another group that meets on Tuesday afternoons from 1:30 - 

3:30 PM. 

The first series will consist of eight gatherings.  Here are the 
dates: 

Monday Chalice Circle:  January 16, January 30; February 13, 
February 27; March 13 and March 27; April 10 and April 24. 

Tuesday Chalice Circle: January 17, January 31; February 14, 
February 28; March 14 and March 28; April 11 and April 25. 

Topics and readings will be available in January. 

If you are interested in joining one of the Chalice Circles, 
please sign up on the sheet in the foyer of the UU Fellow-
ship.  If you have any questions, please contact Cheryl Henry 
at cherylsandershenry@gmail.com. 

2016 Christmas Brunch 

The Christmas Brunch held on Christmas Sunday was a great 
success.  Over 50 people were in attendance to enjoy food, fun, 
and fellowship during this holiday feast.  Thank you to all that 
attended for coming and sharing your culinary delights. 

MLK Festivities 

On Monday, a "Unity Parade" is planned 
for 1 pm following an 11am prayer vigil 
at St. Vincent's House, 2817 Post Office. 
For the vigil, members of various religious 
denominations will gather to sing and pray 
for unity, peace and love. The parade will 
involve school groups, businesses,      
residents and community groups. It will 

begin at ILA Hall parking lot at the intersection of MLK Drive 
& Market Street, and proceed to Seawall to Menard Park, 
2700 Seawall Blvd. 

“Your success and happiness lies in you.     
Resolve to keep happy, and your joy and 
you shall form an invincible host against           

difficulties.”    -Helen Keller 

Donate to the Attic  
Treasures Sale! 

http://www.chron.com/search/?action=search&channel=neighborhood%2Fbaytown-news&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22St.+Vincent%22
http://www.chron.com/search/?action=search&channel=neighborhood%2Fbaytown-news&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Post+Office%22
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S o c i a l  A c t i o n  N e w s  

January Compassionate Collection to Benefit CHRISTUS Our Daily Bread  

Save the Date for these Upcoming  

UU Regional Events! 

 Small Congregation UU Leadership Experi-
ence (aka SCUULE), February 5-10, 2017, Paisley 
FL 

 Spring Gatherings, April 7-9, 2017, will be held at 
the Bay Area UU church in Houston, TX. 

 General Assembly 2017, Resist and Rejoice, June 
21-25, 2017, New Orleans, LA 

 The Braveheart Program, An 18-month Online      
Spiritual Deepening Experience, Sign up begins in 
May 2017, Course begins in September 2017  

Want more new from UUA? The UU Bulletin is        
available by email from the Unitarian Universalist       
Association. This monthly e-publication is full of infor-
mation about issues and activities of our denomination. 
You can subscribe at: 

You too can host a supper circle!  
Use the sign-up sheets on the foyer bulletin board.  

If you are interested in hosting a dinner at your home (or 
at UU if you don’t have room at home) sign up today. 
You can choose how many people you’d like to invite 
and everyone brings a dish to share. Plenty of upcoming 
months are available!  

 

“Like” us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston 

The compassionate collection was the Galveston Island Humane Society raised 
$208.25.  Thanks to all for your generosity.  

SouthWest UU Women’s Conference 

February 10-12, 2017 in Dallas, Texas 

SouthWest UU Women's annual Conference will 

be held at the Magnolia Hotel, Dallas Park Cit-

ies.  

UUs for a Just Economic Community (UUJEC) is providing an opportunity for all UUs to stand for their values 
and show their resolve.  UUJEC, with its partner in the capital region UUs for Social Justice (UUSJ), is hosting 
the Reversing Inequality Conference on April 3, 4 and 5 in Washington DC.  This conference will focus on the      
crucial social and economic justice issues that the new administration is threatening. We will be joined by several of 
our justice allies, including Sister Simone Campbell and Chuck Collins, build advocacy skills and spend time on 
capitol hill talking with decisions makers. This is an exciting and important time to be in our nation’s capital.  We 
urge you to join us in Washington.  Join a community of like-minded people making a difference by not only defend-
ing our gains for social and economic justice but also join people standing for a world that is more compassionate 
and just. Conference details, registration information and local lodging options can be found here:  
http://uujec.com/ReversingInequality 

December 6 18th person joined the Galveston 
Chapter of CCL 

December 14 Video clips of Year of Living Danger-
ously shown at Temple B’nai Israel.   
26 attendees. 

Collected 5 letters from constituents 
that will be forwarded to MOC Weber’s 
office. 

December Climate Lobby Activities 

CHRISTUS Our Daily Bread was founded by the Sisters 
of Charity of the Incarnate Word in 1986 and has        
remained in the same location since that time. Many   
people who found themselves homeless for some reason 
have been helped by the services provided. Left untreat-
ed, issues of mental health, substance abuse, and home-
lessness are life threatening conditions. 

During 2016 Our Daily Bread has provided services for 
over 9,500 persons who were homeless in Galveston. 
The staff of Our Daily Bread works in conjunction with 

other community organizations, including PATH (the liai-
son between the homeless community and MHMR Gulf 
Coast Center, the University of Texas Medical Branch 
students, and the VA representative. Because of commu-
nity generosity Our Daily Bread provided many services 
in 2016. 

Our compassionate offering is always on the first Sunday 
of each month. If you want to make a contribution, please 
provide a check made out to UUFGC and mention the 
group to which you wish to donate.   

https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston
http://uusj.net/wp1/
http://uujec.com/ReversingInequality
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Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

JANUARY 2017  
at UU Galveston 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Rev. Bob Tucker   Transi-

tion and Transformation: Philo-

sophically–Psychologically–

Personally 

Children’s Religious Education 

8pm: AA Phoenix Group 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA      

Phoenix 

Group 

5 6 7 

8 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Margaret Anderson   Mid-

Course Corrections 

Children’s Religious Education 

6:30pm Game Night @TBA 

8pm: AA Phoenix Group 

9 
11am Course in    

Miracles 

10 

 

11 
5pm Bowlers  

6pm Program 

Committee 

7pm  Book 

Club  

8pm  AA 

12 
 

13 
10:30am 

“A” Team 

Meeting 
 

 
 

 

14 

15 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Rev. Freda Brown CHOSEN 

(by God) for Justice 

Children’s Religious Ed. 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

16 
11a Course in      

Miracles 

11am MLK Vigil 

1pm MLK Parade 

5:30p-Board Meeting 

6pm Chalice Circle 

17 
1:30pm 

Chalice 

Circle 

18 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA      

Phoenix 

Group 

19 
 

20 
  

21 
 

22 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Terry Conrad   The Truth of 

Change 

Children’s Religious Education 

6:30pm: Spirituality of Poker—TBA 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

23 
11am Course in   

Miracles 

  

24 25 
5pm Bowlers  

8pm  AA      

Phoenix 

Group 

26 
6:30pm 

Living 

Wage 

Meeting 

27 28 

29 - INGATHERING  
10:30: Rabbi Doctor of Congrega-

tion Beth Jacob   TBA 

Children’s Religious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

 

30 
11am Course in   

Miracles 

6pm Chalice Circle 

 

 

31 
1:30pm 

Chalice 

Circle 

    

Potluck Today 

Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

Mardi Mitchell 1/2 
Victoria N. 1/2 
Carey Battle 1/20 


