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Gerry Carr and Congregation
“Water Ceremony”

Join us for this annual ritual of welcoming the com-
munity back from summer activities and travels.

Please bring a small amount of water that represents
your summer whether you stayed home or traveled.  You

will be invited to add your water to a common bowl and share the
meaning of the water with the congregation. If you forget your
water, don’t worry, we’ll have some available!
Facilitator: Gerry Carr Greeter: Judy Glaister
Music: Margaret Canavan BMOD: Stephanie Nwadiei

Shannon Guillot and Rob Buschmann
“Running Away: Human Trafficking in a Local Con-

text”
Houston is the capital of Human Trafficking in our

nation and Galveston sits only 60 miles south of it, yet
little to no research has been collected on our population regarding
this issue. September is Human Trafficking Awareness Month, and
the Gulf Coast Coalition against Human Trafficking is raising
awareness about the signs of commercial sexual exploitation in
our area. Learn about ways we can respond as a community and
how we can all act in radical hospitality towards the victims and
survivors of this crime.  

Shannon Guillot leads the prevention and outreach services at
Family Service Center of Galveston County. She received her
Masters in Human Rights from Columbia University and works on
educating the public about mental health issues, using digital sto-
rytelling to bring hope and healing to individuals and their com-

munities. Rob Buschmann is a research fellow at UTMB’s Center
to Eliminate Health Disparities. He received his Masters in Public
Policy from Duke University and works on public health issues,
with a focus on how to give all people the chance to live long,
healthy lives regardless of income, education, or ethnic back-
ground. 
Facilitator: Bets Anderson Greeter: Claudia Maveety
Music: Tony DiNuzzo BMOD: Billie Rinaldi

Rev. Tony Lorenzen
“Welcome, What Don't You Need From Us?”  

Rev. Tony Lorenzen speaks about Hospitality and
becoming a Welcoming Congregation.  A truly wel-

coming congregation offers hospitality without condi-
tion.  As more faith communities around the country become open,
welcoming places for the LGBTQ community, Unitarian Univer-
salist congregations must move from being an oasis from persecu-
tion to a safe place that engages the world and makes all of socie-
ty more hospitable for all.

The Rev. Tony Lorenzen is a missional Universalist Christian.
He currently lives and works in Fort Worth as the Director of the
South Central Alliance of Churches. He is a member of the Board
of Directors of the UU Christian Fellowship. He has served UU
congregations in Massachusetts and Texas .
Facilitator: Cheryl Henry Greeter: Mary Case
Music: Bunny Andrews
BMOD: Susan Persons

Join Us Online on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/#!/home.php?sk=group_152677004758894&ap=1

Continued on Page 2

Our theme for September is “Hospitality.”  Although we promote our
first principle -- “The inherit worth and dignity of all people,” -- some-
times it’s easier said than done. In her sermon “Radical Hospitality.” Rev.
Marilyn Sewell says, “Rev. Marilyn Sewell says “Hospitality is a word
with a spiritual history as a matter of fact. Monasteries grew up around
the 5th century. Strangers in need could come there for care. The first
primitive hospitals, in fact, began there. Hospital, hospice, hospitable,

hospitality—all from the same root word, meaning generous, caring, sus-
taining. The most famous of these monasteries was that of St. Benedict.
Benedict created a book of rules to live by, called The Rule of Benedict,
which is still used today by many monasteries. The foundation of the rule
is listening. ‘Listen with the ear of your heart,’ Benedict writes.”  

Join us this month as we deepen our understanding and practice of
what it means to be truly hospitable and welcoming.
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Provocative Film Series
Friday, September 7, 7 p.m.

502 Church Street, Galveston

Bring a friend and a snack to share.

The Ladykillers

2012 - 2013 UUFGC Board of Directors
President Cheryl Henry
President-Elect Susan Persons
Past-President Billie Rinaldi
Secretary Bets Anderson
Treasurer Stan Blazyk
Members at Large: Rick Altemose

Stephanie Nwadiei
Al Smith

Committees and Task Forces

Communications Madeleine Baker
Landscape John Hunger
Membership  Maragaret Canavan
Program/Worship  Gerry Carr
Religious Education  Neil Huddleston
Supper Circles   Judy Glaister
Social Action    Mary Hodgson
Administrative Team B. Anderson, M.Baker, 

M.Canavan, J.Glaister, & J. Rainey
Newsletter Jimmy Rainey
Webmaster Neil Huddleston

Alcoholics Anonymous Phoenix
Group meets Sunday & Wednesday at
8pm. Contact Robert G. for information
at 409-392-7005.

Adult Forum meets Sundays at 9am
(except potluck days) to explore topics
in religion, philosophy, history & poli-
tics. Contact Neil Huddleston at
(409)744-2369. 

Board of UUFGC meets the second
Monday of each month at 5:30pm. 

Book Club meets the 2nd Wednesday of
each month at 7 pm at the Fellowship.
Contact Fanny DeGesero if you have book
suggestions. 

Book Sale monthly on second Saturday,

9am-2pm, at the fellowship. All adult
hardback books are $ 1.00, paperbacks,
$ 0.50. Children's hardback books are $
0.50 and paperbacks are $ 0.25.

Course in Miracles Study Group
meets every Friday at 1pm. Contact
Laura Murrell for info:
lauramurrell@att.net.

Dance Classes: Galveston Dance Club
offers classes each Tuesday & Thursday
at 7 pm. Questions, call Betty at 281-
337-0441, or go to www.galveston-
danceclub.com. 

Program/Worship Committee
meets the first Wednesday of each month
at 6:00 pm, at a location to be deter-
mined each month. Join them or contact

Gerry Carr if you have a program to sug-
gest.

“Spirituality of Poker” will meet at
6:30pm, Sunday, September 16, at Alan
Griffin’s house. There is a $20 buy-in,
and is Dealer’s Choice. Everyone is invit-
ed to participate.  Game Night is not cur-
rently held for lack of a host (let us
know if you'd like to host!).

Social Action Committe meets the
first Sunday of each month after service
and welcome s your ideas, energy and
enthusiasm. 

Supper Circles meet monthly. Call
Judy Glaister at (409)762-8187 to
schedule a supper, sign up for one, or
for information.

Meditation: Zen Island Fellowship
meets every Monday at 5:30pm, Contact
Cara Geary (gcara@comcast.net) or
http://galvestonzen.org/ .

Spirit Circle meets at 6 pm on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays of each month
at the Fellowship. If you are interested in
in finding out more about the Spirit Cir-
cle, please contact Gerry Carr.

Fundraising Committee We are
forming a fundraising Committee. If any-
one is interested in attending or serving,
please contact Claudia Maveety,
Fundraising Chair

Have an open group meeting you’d
like to list here?  Let us know and we’ll
add it.

Alec Guinness stars as a criminal mastermind in one of the funniest and
blackest of the comedies concocted during the heyday of London's Ealing Stu-
dios. In The Ladykillers (1955), Guinness leads a gang of cutthroats and ban-
dits who, posing as a string quintet, plan their latest knavery from a rented
room belonging to Mrs. Wilberforce, the sweetest little old lady this side of the
Thames. Naive and daintily credulous, Mrs. Wilberforce becomes an unknow-
ing accomplice in the gang's daring armed robbery of a money van. The crime
is a success, but when Mrs. W. discovers what her dear string quintet has been
up to, she has no choice but to report the constable. So the thugs have no
choice but to silence her -- permanently. Trouble is, they are so befuddled by
their own incompetence and by the prim charms of the apple-cheeked widow
that, in their various attempts to bump her off, they end up diminishing their
own forces one by one.

Provocative Film Series

The Ladykillers

Bring a friend and a snack to share.

Get Connected with UUFGC

Karen Parsons, OSF
“Welcoming the Stranger: A look at Maritime Ministry 

in the Port of Galveston”
Every year thousands of seafarers from countries

all over the world sail into the Port of Galveston. Peo-
ple from all different races, religious and political beliefs, eco-
nomic and family status come to our city as strangers in need of
welcome. There to greet and help them while they are in port are
the chaplain and staff of the Galveston Seafarers Center.

Karen Parsons has been involved in port ministry for the past
27 years. In 1992 the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston named
her port chaplain, the first Roman Catholic laywoman in the
world ever to be appointed to this position.  Karen has attended
or conducted seminars in maritime ministry on every continent
except for Antarctica.   She has taught at the Houston Internation-
al Port Chaplaincy School for the past 22 years.  She is certified
in Maritime Ministry, Seafarers Advocacy, and Spiritual Direc-
tion.  Karen is married to (Ret. USCG) Captain Edward Parsons.
Combined they have seven children.
Facilitator: Rick Altemose Greeter: Laura McIntyre
Music: Margaret Canavan BMOD: Rick Altemose

Rev. Helen Appleberg       POTLUCK
Hospitality: Heart and Soul

How we relate to one another whether family,
friend, stranger or neighbor as well as ourselves

becomes our hospitality, the language of our heart and
soul.  This statement is more of an invitation for reflection

and discussion than it is definition.  What comes to your mind
when you hear the word hospitality?  

After ten years on Galveston Island Helen is here to stay.  At age
60 she became an ordained priest in the Episcopal Church after
years of being a wife, mother, student and business woman.  Today
she serves as Associate at Grace Episcopal Church and in the Sealy
Center on Aging at UTMB as the Director of the Center for Spiri-
tuality of Aging.  Her favorite things are sky, sea, sand, birds,
grandchildren, family, friends, music, life and God.    
Facilitator: Bets Anderson Greeter: John Hunger
Music: Steve Hodgson BMOD: Stan Blazyk

Continued from Page 1

Renate Backstrom and Judy Glaister will be showing a repeat pre-
view of the video they made of their trip on the sailing vessel Europa
to Anartica on Sunday, September 23rd at 4:00 pm at the Fellowship.
Bring a snack to share. Drinks will be provided.

Revisiting Antartica With Renate Backstrom and Judy Glaister

http://galvestonzen.org/
http://www.galvestondanceclub.com
http://www.galvestondanceclub.com


Our theme for September is “Hospitality.”  We
have an exciting slate of speakers lined up to
deliver a wide-range of perspectives on the sub-
ject.  Practicing hospitality is also integral to our
goal of becoming a UUA Welcoming Congrega-
tion.

A couple of months ago when we began talking
about the process to become an officially-desig-
nated “Welcoming Congregation,”  many people
asked, “Why do we need to do anything different-
ly?  We already are welcoming!”  Yes, indeed, we
are.  Our Fellowship is growing at a time when
other congregations are declining.  Do you know
that we are one person away from reaching 100
members?  Amazing!  So, yes, we are friendly
and welcoming to visitors who attend our Sunday
services.  We are definitely doing something
right!  And there is more we can do.

As I look at how we welcome people to our
services, I wonder if we show the same hospitali-
ty after the Sunday service.  Are our guests and
new members included in activities, events, and
committees at the Fellowship?  If a member or
visitor shows up for a meeting or church-spon-

sored activity, is he or she greeted warmly and
invited to join in?  Is every member -- old and
new -- welcome in your home?  I hope the answer
is yes.

I remember a few years ago when I was search-
ing for a church home, I visited one church sever-
al consecutive Sundays; I thought this might be
the church I could be comfortable in.   A church
fund-raising bazaar was scheduled for an upcom-
ing weekend, and I signed up to be a volunteer.  I
arrived on the church grounds at 7:00 AM on a
Saturday morning and made my way to the tents
set up in the parking lot.  People were milling
around, finding their assigned stations, and dis-
cussing their roles over coffee.  I approached the
registration table, introduced myself, and asked
where I could help.  The
woman at the table
barely hesitated and
then said, “I don’t think
we need you; we’ve got
it covered.”  I was com-
pletely caught off-
guard; I had never been
rebuffed when I had
volunteered anywhere.
It was hard to believe
they couldn’t find
something for me to do
that Saturday morning.
I was disappointed and
hurt.  And, needless to
say, I never returned to

that church.
Like most of us in this Fellowship, I’ve been

lucky.  I’m usually greeted politely wherever I go.
There have been few instances where I felt
unwanted as I did at that church bazaar years ago.
Many people, however, have recurring, heart-
breaking experiences of being rebuffed, discount-
ed, and even scorned.  

The sermons this month will put a face on the
strangers we meet in our lives.  As UU’s we com-
mit every day to treat others warmly and always
welcome them into our church, our hearts, and
our homes.  

Peace and love,
Cheryl

From TheFrom The
President  President

From The
 President
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UU News & Events
Book Sale: The UU Book Sale will be
held on Saturday, September 8, from 9
am to 2 pm. Books are $1.00 for hard-
backs and $0.50 for paperbacks. Chil-
dren’s books are $0.50 for hardbacks,
and $0.25 for paperbacks.
Book Club: Will meet September 12
at 7 pm in the living room at the Fellow-
ship to discuss The Hummingbird’s
Daughter by Luis Alberto Urrea.
Bowlers: Have resumed working on
bowls for the 2013 Jesse Tree fundrais-
er and will meet each week at 5 pm at
the Fellowship. Please check for avail-
ability before showing up.
Supper Circle: Supper Circles for
September, and October and
December are filled. If anyone would
like to host a second supper circle on
September 22nd, October 14th, or
December 8th, please contact Judy
Glaister. Thanksgiving Dinner at the
Fellowship is in need of a co-host. Any-
one interested in helping with this event,
please contact Judy. She can be contact-
ed at judyglaister@yahoo.com.

“Spirituality of Poker” will meet at
6:30pm, Sunday, September 16 at Alan
Griffin’s house. There is a $20 buy-in,
and is Dealer’s Choice. Everyone is invit-
ed to participate
Ingatherings are scheduled once a
quarter on the last Sunday of the month.
If you are not already a member, think
about accepting the joys and responsi-
bilities of membership in this Fellow-
ship.  Please contact Margaret Canavan,
Membership Chair, if you are interested
in becoming a member.

UUFGC’s Welcoming Congregation has
four remaining workshops that will lead us on
our way to becoming a UUA-designated Wel-
coming Congregation. They are scheduled for
Sundays:  September 9 and 16 and October 7
and 21. They will be held at the Fellowship

from 11:45am- 2pm. It is important that as
many as possible

The remaining workshops will be: “The
Common Elements of Oppression,” Sept. 9 by
Susan Persons and John Frannea; “Gender
Socialization and Homophobia,” Sept .16 by

Bev Frannea and Madeleine Baker; “Experi-
ences of Bisexual,Gay, Lesbian, and/or Trans-
gender People,” Oct.7 by Susan Baker, Larry
Janzen, and Wendy Baker; and “What Now?”
Oct. 21 by Sandra Sullivan, Laura McIntyre,
and Curtis Jones.

Four Workshops Remain For UUFGC Welcoming Committee

Mark your calendars! Join us Friday, September 21 from 6-8 for a
special evening of poetry reading. We will be honoring Jim Boone,
Galveston resident, who was nominated for U.S. Poet Laureate
2012. Although Jim did not win, it was a great honor to be a nomi-
nee.

If you would like to read one of your original compositions, please
email Bev Frannea. bevfrannea@aol.com. You will receive confir-
mation that you have been added to the program. 

Wine, Cheese and Poetry! UU Fellowship

Did you know that through the Social Action Committee, we
• Gave over $1,000 to KIPP School for summer camp and uniforms?
• Marched in both the Martin Luther King and Juneteenth Parades and

handed out children’s books at each?
• Kept a supply of Equal Exchange coffees and teas for purchase by

members and friends?
• Screened a “provocative” film the First Friday of each month?
• Took up a Compassionate Collection monthly for organizations in our

community such as Gulf Pride Youth and the Family Service Center?
• Purchased clay and glazes for the volunteers crafting bowls for the

annual Empty Bowl Event to support The Jesse Tree? 
For the coming year we will continue the above activities and plan to work
on sharing our children’s books with the students at KIPP School. 
If these are the kinds of programs you would like to participate in, please
contact Mary Hodgson and become a member of this “active” committee.

Social Action at UUFGC is Alive and Well

Two Free Webinars starting in Sep-
tember 2012 “Transforming Belief into
Practice” is a 1-session webinar
designed for UUs interested in begin-
ning, supporting, or growing animal
ministries in their congregations. “Com-
passionately Creating the Beloving
Transpecies Community” is an 8-session
course covering communication skills,
spiritual practices, ethics, animal behav-
ior and communication, and more!
Learn more here: www.uuam.org/rever-
enceclasses.php

Bay Area UU Church is hosting
an exhibit of artwork by UU Galve-
ston members, through the month
of September. Participants include
Cheryl Henry, Mardi Mitchell, Bets

Anderson, Margaret Canavan, Jeff
Narron , Billie Rinaldi and Martha
Terrill. Many thanks to Peter Bow-
man of BAUUC for coordinating
the show.

Bay Area UU To Host Exhibit Of UUFGC Artwork
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Activities are held at the Fellowship unless otherwise noted.

6:00pm-
Program

Committee
If interested in

attending, contact
Gerry for location

5pm - Bowlers
8pm - AA

9am - Adult Forum
10:30am - Gerry Carr & Con-
gregation, “Water Ceremony”;
Children/Youth Religious
Education
12n - Social Action Committee
8pm - AA Phoenix Group

5:30pm -
Zen Meditation

7pm -
Dance Lessons

5pm - Bowlers

8pm - AA

7pm -
Dance Lessons

9am - 2pm -
Book Sale

9am - Adult Forum
10:30am - Shannon Guillot
and Rob Buschmann,“Run-
ning Away: Human Traffick-
ing in a Local Context”;
Children/Youth Religious Ed.

11:45am - Welcoming Com-
mittee Meeting
8pm - AA Phoenix Group

5:30pm -
Zen Meditation

7pm -
Dance Lessons

7pm -
Dance Lessons

9am - Adult Forum
10:30am -Rev. Tony Lorenzen,
“Welcome, What Don’t You
Need From Us?”;
Children/Youth Religious Ed.

11:45am - Welcoming Commit-
tee Meeting
6:30 - Poker at Allen Griffin’s
8pm - AA Phoenix Group

5:30pm -
Zen Meditation

7pm -
Dance Lessons

5pm - Bowlers

8pm - AA
7pm -

Dance Lessons

5:30pm -
Zen Meditation

POTLUCK

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

9am - Adult Forum
10:30am - Karen Parsons,
OSF, “Welcoming the
Stranger: A look at Maritime
Ministry  in the Port of Galve-
ston”;
Children/Youth  Religious Ed.
11:45 - Newcomers Meeting
8pm - AA Phoenix Group

9am - Adult Forum

10:30am - Rev. Helen Apple-
berg, “Hospitality: Heart and
Soul,”
Children/Youth Religious
Education

8pm - AA Phoenix Group

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE!

5pm - Bowlers

7pm - Book Club

8pm - AA

5:30pm -
Board Meeting

5:30pm -
Zen Meditation

6-7:30 pm -
Spirit Circle

7pm -
Dance Lessons

7pm -
Dance Lessons

1pm -
Course in Miracles

7pm -
Provocative Film,
The Ladykillers

Kat Joel-Reich 9/1
Martha Terrill 9/10
John E. Hunger 9/16
Billie Rinaldi 9/16

David Bowers 9/23
Doris Lee 9/23
Corinne Higbee 9/28
Steve Reubens 9/30

Happy Birthday to:

1pm -
Course in Miracles

1pm -
Course in Miracles

1pm -
Course in Miracles

Anyone who would enjoy a recap of Sunday’s
Fellowship, or anyone who may have missed
the service can hear recordings of many of our
speakers are on the website.
http://www.uugalveston.org/Recorded_Pro-
grams/Recorded_Programs.htm

Recordings Of Sunday Services
Now Available On UU Website

Human Trafficking Traveling Art Exhibit, featuring works by Texas artists, organized by the
Houston Rescue and Restore Coalition to honor victims of human trafficking. This particular exhib-
it is brought to you by the Gulf Coast Coalition Against Human Trafficking.  Through this art exhib-
it, we hope to promote awareness about the human slave trade. 

Through the eyes of professional and young artists who have artistically interpreted the stories
and experiences of victims of human trafficking, we hope to share the realities of modern day slav-
ery. Through their imaginations, these artists are able to share the stories of victims of human trafficking with the public.
Together we can unveil this hidden crime and further the initiative of stopping modern-day slavery!

LLooookk BBeenneeaatthh tthhee SSuurrffaaccee We will have art on display Aug.27 through Sept 16,
about human trafficking, as part of our service on Sept. 9
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