
The theme for our October services is “Community ”  What is a “community”? It’s a word that appears 

often in our UU language. We talk about “building community” when we have our joys, sorrows and con-

cerns. We refer to supporting the community of our fellowship when we contribute funds to it. What does 

it include or exclude? Why is community important to UUs? Join us in October as we consider what 

“community” means to us. 

OCTOBER 6:  -- Laura Emerson --  “Butcher, Baker Candlestick Maker” 
Are our expectations of building Community feasible or even realistic? 
Why is it so hard to build voluntary communities but so hard to shed inherited ones? Our denomination uses 
phrases like "beloved community" and a "community open to all." Are such entities even possible or are we 
setting ourselves up for disillusionment? Is there a rubric by which a group can define what it means in order 
to create it? Laura Emerson returns to us from her off-grid log cabin in Alaska, where she lives in no commu-
nity whatsoever, 42 miles from the nearest road. Let's see what that perspective offers on the subject. 

BMOD: Martha Terrill,         Music: Margaret Canavan 

Greeter/Monitor: Bets Anderson/Bob English         Facilitator: Cheryl Henry 
 

October 13  Caroline Dorset-Pate  -- “Blessing of the Animals”  
Caroline Dorset-Pate will discuss the therapeutic benefits of having animals as well as what a blessing they 
are to us. Caroline has vast experience with animals as she has been the Galveston Island Humane Society 
director for 12 years and has previously worked at Moody Gardens in their pet therapy program. You are wel-
come to bring your animal or animal pictures to this service. Please bring proof of animal rabies vaccination if 
bringing live animal. Animals should be on leash or in carriers. 

BMOD: John Vanderpool        Music: Tony DiNuzzo 
Greeter/Monitor: Claudia Maveety/Wendy Baker     Facilitator:  Martha Terrill 

 

OCTOBER 20:  – John Vanderpool -- “Near-Death Experiences: Part I“  
Increasing numbers of near-death experiences (NDEs) are being seen every year, due to increasingly success-
ful resuscitation measures (approximately 800 NDEs occur every day in the US). Having ruled out every 
known possible cause that might explain NDEs--from chemical imbalances, hypoxia, seizures, brain damage, 
new cellular substructures, or psychiatric illnesses--a number of scientists now are calling for a break-through 
paradigm to explain NDEs. Because Unitarian Universalists occupy a unique position in seeking a scientific 
explanation for what might seem to be a religious matter, let's get on board with the latest facts. Dr. John 
Vanderpool holds a BA and an MA in religious studies. He completed his MD at the University of Tennessee; 
then did a psychiatry residency at UTMB. A Board-certified psychiatrist, he served on UTMB’s  Department of 
Psychiatry faculty for eight years before joining his wife, Dr. Beverly Vanderpool, in private practice. He's pub-
lished a number of papers in professional journals. He is President-Elect of our Fellowship. 

BMOD: Judy Glaister       Music: Pam Vincent/Steve Hodges 
Greeter/Monitor: Susan Persons        Facilitator: Mike Hennen 
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We welcome the full range of human diversity, that is,  age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity.  

Love is the spirit of this church, and services is it’s gift.  This is  our great covenant: 

To dwell together in peace, to see the truth in love, and to help one another. 



OCTOBER 27: Sandra López -- “Honoring Our Loved Ones: A Celebration of Día de Los Muertos” 
This celebration from Mexican tradition honors loved ones who have passed on. Each year we share the 
memories of our loved ones in this service. Bring photographs and other mementos (food, drinks, special 
items) of your loved ones to decorate our altar and share a story of reminiscence. All are invited to par-
ticipate in this very special service that provides for sharing, support, and community building. 
Sandra A. López is a Retired Clinical Professor from the University of Houston Graduate College of Social 
Work. She currently is a Clinical Social Worker in clinical practice in which she primarily specializes in 
providing therapy to grieving individuals and families who have experienced traumatic grief. 

 
Ingathering & Potluck 

 
BMOD: Susan Persons       Music: Bunny Andrews 
Facilitator: Kay Schiller 

A Message from the President: 

Happy October, one of our nicest months in Gal-
veston, little quieter, little cooler. 

The September 7 retreat on leadership was fa-
cilitated by Natalie Briscoe, Congregational Life 
Consultant, Southern Region of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association.  Sixteen of our mem-
bers gave up 5 hours of their Saturday to partici-
pate in a lively discussion of what we like about 
our church and to hear Natalie’s ideas. Over-
whelmingly the participants noted the warm 
friendly people and family-like environment as 
their favorite quality of our UU. Gerry Carr will 
head up the follow-up on this important group. 

A personal lesson for me from the retreat was 
to review that our religion is a covenant, not 
creed based religion, Our affirmation that we 
say each Sunday, Love is the spirit of this church, 
and Service is its gift. This is our great covenant: 
To dwell together in peace, to seek the truth in 
love, and to help one another. Reading that 
carefully and intentionally gives me pause to 
reflect. 

The services of September nailed it on the 
theme of Spiritual Practice. Gerry Carr, Ken Vin-
cent, April DeConik, Tony Lorenzen and Terry 
Conrad all made us think and fed our soul. Re-
member the talks on the website if you missed 
one. 

And the upcoming choir, under the fabulous di-
rection of Susan Vaughn is going to be so won-
derful.  

 

Reflectively yours, 

Susan 

Social Action Committee 

The fellowship generously gave $163.00 to the Gulf 
Pride Youth as a compassionate offering for the month 
of Sept. 

The compassionate offering for Oct will go to the Gal-
veston Island Humane Society.  The organization is 
sole dedicated to the cause and welfare of unwanted 
or homeless animals.  The services provided include a 
temporary refuge,  placement in responsible homes, 
community education toward the prevention of cruel-
ty to animals and instruction of humane pet care.  We 
hope you will give generously to this important cause.  
Remember the compassionate offering is collected the 
first Sunday of each month.   

Mary Hodgson  

 

BURSTING AT THE SEAMS:  The Wednesday night bowl 
making class is so popular that we can hardly find 
room for everybody!  We are adding a second class on 
Thursday evenings from 5-7.  It will be led by Made-
leine Baker and Pat Patterson.  The Wednesday even-
ing class will continue to be led by Bev and John Fran-
nea.  If you are new to the bowlmaking experience, 
the Thursday class is open, but the Wednesday night 
class is closed to new participants because of over-
crowding. Bowl makers are free 
to switch into the Thursday class at any time--just 
show up at 5:00.  Wethink this will decongest the RE 
room and make the experience more enjoyable for all.   
 
Madeline Baker 
 



Membership:   

For all who are considering becoming a member of our con-

gregation, we will have a Ceremony of Ingathering on Sun-

day, October 27 as part of the morning service. This is the 

time when we formally welcome new members.  If you are 

ready to take this step, or have questions, please contact 

Margaret Canavan when you see her at UU, call her at (409) 

771-6252, or attend the October "Newcomers" meeting 

after service on October 13.  

Blessing of the Animals - Sunday, October 13  

Caroline Dorsett-Pate will discuss the thera-

peutic benefits of having animals as well as 

what a blessing they are to us.  Caroline has 

vast experience with animals as she has been 

the Galveston Island Humane Society director 

for 12 years and has previously worked at 

Moody Gardens in their pet therapy pro-

gram.  You are welcome to bring your animal 

or animal pictures to this service.  Please bring 

proof of animal rabies vaccination if bringing 

live animal.  Animals should be on leash or in 

carriers.   

 

 
There can be no vulnerability 

without risk; there can be no 
community without vulnerability; 

there can be no peace, and ulti-
mately no life, without communi-
ty.  

-- M. Scott Peck  

http://www.betterworldheroes.com/peck.htm


 

Alcoholics Anonymous Phoenix Group: meets Sunday & Wednesday at 8pm. Contact Robert G. for information at 409-
392-7005. For information about Alcoholics Anonymous in your community, schools, churches, law enforcement training and 

judicial system call the Public Information Committee hotline.  In Galveston County call 409-877-1674.  . 

Adult Forum: Is on vacation until the first Sunday in September. After that, the forum will resume regular meetings on Sun-
days at 9am (except potluck days) to explore topics in religion, philosophy, history & politics. Contact Neil Huddleston at 

(409)744-2369. 

Board of UUFGC: meets the second Monday of each month at 5:30pm. 

Book Club: meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7 pm at the Fellowship. Contact Fanny DeGesero if you have book 

suggestions. 

Book Sale: monthly on second Saturday, 9am-2pm, at the fellowship. All adult hardback books are $ 1.00, paperbacks, $ 
0.50. Your book donations are tax-deductible, just ask for a receipt. Books can be purchased anytime on the "honor sys-

tem";  a payment piggybank is available.  

Course in Miracles Study Group: meets every Monday at 11 am. Contact Laura Murrell for info: lauramurrell@att.net. 

Dance Classes: Galveston Dance Club offers classes each Tuesday & Thursday a t 7 pm. Questions, call Betty at 281-337-

0441 or visit www.galvestondanceclub.com. 

Fundraising Committee: is now under the leadership of Claudia Maveety. Please contact her if you have ideas or would 

like to help out. 

Meditation: Zen Island Fellowship meets every Monday at 5:30pm, Contact Cara Geary (gcara@comcast.net) or http://

galvestonzen.org/ 

Potluck Lunch: happens on the last Sunday of each month following the service. Bring the dish of your choice, but if you 

can’t for some reason there always seems to be enough food.  Everyone is welcome. 

Program/Worship Committee: meets the first Wednesday of each month a t 6:00 pm, a t a location to be determined each 

month. Join them or contact Mike Hennen if you have a program or speaker to suggest. 

Provocative Film Series: shows films with social import on the first Friday of each month. Admission is free. 

“Spirituality of Poker”: meets monthly on the third Sunday at a member’s home, generally at 6:30pm. There is a $20 buy-
in, and is Dealer’s Choice (games depend on size of attendance, often we must play Texas Hold-Em or Omaha and we’ll be 
happy to teach you if you don’t know the games). Everyone is invited to participate. We generally bring snacks and beverag-

es. 

Social Action Committee: meets the first Sunday of each month after service and welcomes your ideas, energy and enthu-
siasm. This group plans our monthly Compassionate Collections, organizes the Empty Bowls process and event, and plans 

for our participation in Martin Luther King and Juneteenth parades. 

Supper Circles: If you are thinking about the possibility of hosting a supper circle during 2013, contact Rick Altemose at 

409-996-1882. 

Newcomers’ Meeting: meets the second Sunday of each month at 11:45, immediately following the service. All are wel-

come at these meetings, if you are curious about Unitarian Universalism in general, want to know more about this Fellow-

ship, or are considering becoming a member. Questions, contact Membership Chair Margaret Canavan. 

Have an open group meeting you’d like to list here? Let us know and we’ll add it! 

Get Connected at UUFGC 



October 2013 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wedesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
7pm Dance 

Lessons 

2 
5pm Bowlers 

6:30 Program 

Committee 

8pm  AA 

Phoenix 

Group 

3 
5pm-Bowlers 

7pm Dance 

Lessons 

4 

7pm Provoca-

tive Film “A 

Single Man“ 

5 

 

5 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30 Laura Emerson, 

“Butcher, Baker Can-

dlestick Maker”; Chil-

dren’s Religious Educ. 

12 n Social Action 

Committee 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

7 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

5:30pm Zen 

Meditation 

8 
7pm Dance 

Lessons 

9 
5pm Bowlers 

7pm  Book 

Club discuss-

ing My Name 

is Red 

8pm  AA 

Phoenix 

Group 

10 
5pm-Bowlers 

7pm Dance 

Lessons 

11 

 

12 

9am -2pm 

Book Sale 

13 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30  Caroline Dorset

-Pate, “Blessing of the 

Animals” Children’s 

Religious Education 

12n “Newcomers” 

meeting 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

14 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

5:15pm Board 

Meeting 

5:30pm Zen 

Meditation 

15 
7pm Dance 

Lessons 

16 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA 

Phoenix 

Group 

17 
5pm-Bowlers 

7pm Dance 

Lessons 

18 

 

19 

 

20 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30  John Vanderpool, 

 “Near-Death Experi-

ences: Part I”; Chil-

dren’s Religious Educ. 

6:30 Poker @ Roy  

  DeGesero’s  

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

21 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

5:30pm Zen 

Meditation 

22 
7pm Dance 

Lessons 

23 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA 

Phoenix 

Group 

24 
5pm-Bowlers 

7pm Dance 

Lessons 

25 

 

26 

7pm Alan 

Griffin’s 

Birthday at 

UU 

27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10:30  Sandra López, 

“Honoring Our Loved 

Ones: A Celebration of 

Día de Los Muertos”; 

Children’s Religious Ed 

Ingathering 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

28 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

5:30pm Zen 

Meditation 

29 
7pm Dance 

Lessons 

30 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA 

Phoenix 

Group 

31 
5pm-Bowlers 

7pm Dance 

Lessons 

  

Newsletter Items Due 

Potluck Today 

at UU Galveston 

Happy Birthday to  
Bev Frannea  10/7 
Neil Huddleston  10/7 
Barbara McGuffey  10/21 
Alan Griffin  10/23 
Al Smith  10/31 


