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The theme for April services is Generosity. In the Christian Bible it is written, “But if anyone has the world’s goods 
and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him?” In the Koran it is 

written, “Be generous to the needy wayfarer, the homeless son of the street, and the one who reaches you in a des-
titute condition”. Generosity has been recognized as a virtue in English literature at least as far back as Beowulf.  

How do we regard it now? Are we a generous people? Could we be more so?  
Join us as the theme of generosity runs through our services.  

APRIL 6 —PLEDGE SUNDAY — John P. Vanderpool, M.D.—“Challenges for Growth“  
With an affirmation that says, “Love is the Spirit of this Church and Service its Gift,” our congregation serves as a supportive 
extended family for members and a source of help for our community. A review of our budget reveals that our financial 
house is in order, and a review of our hopes for the future reveals an ongoing desire to spread the news about our church, 
bring in more members to join our efforts in attracting more families with children and teens, reach more adults who are 
looking for a church home, and increase our desire to serve our community. John Vanderpool is a Board Certified Psychia-
trist who has published numerous professional papers in medical journals. He taught for eight years in UTMB’s Dept. of 
Psychiatry before joining his wife, Dr. Beverly Vanderpool in private practice. He serves as our Fellowship’s President-Elect.  
His hobbies include golfing, cooking, writing, painting, and being a momma-daddy to his two Cocker Spaniels. 

BMOD: Steve Townley Facilitator: John Vanderpool 
Greeter/Concierge: Bets Anderson/Cheryl Henry Music: Margaret Canavan 

APRIL 13:--Rev. Tony Lorenzen--“Mission Driven Generosity“   

An exploration of how a clearly defined mission helps us have generous hearts, minds, and wallets and move from a frame-
work of scarcity to a framework of "enough."  

BMOD: Martha Terrill  Facilitator: Diane Olsen 
Greeter/Concierge: Claudia Maveety Music: Tony DiNuzzo 

APRIL 20:--Rev. Michael Thompson--“Was Jesus a Unitarian?“ 
Was he one of us? The New Testament accounts of the life of Jesus Christ are like an ink-blot test. As we struggle to under-
stand this enigmatic individual, most of us see only what we want to see. Rev. Michael Thompson, a native of the Texas 
Piney Woods, has been a UU minister for more than 20 years at various congregations in Texas, California, Louisiana, and 
Alabama. Currently, he is a part-time minister for Timberland UU Fellowship in Lufkin, Texas. He holds an undergraduate 
degree from Stephen F. Austin University, and a divinity degree from Perkins School of Theology at SMU. Rev. Thompson 
was a regular speaker the Galveston UU Fellowship before moving away from the Gulf Coast. Also, he was a high school 
teacher for 15 years. He and his wife of 39 years, Pamela, are vegetarians who share their home with two cats: Swoosie 
and Sweet Pea. 

BMOD: Susan Persons   Facilitator: Diane Olson 
Greeter/Concierge: Judy Glaister Music: UUFCG String Band 

APRIL 27—Dr. Beverly Vanderpool--“News and Views of My Life as a Psychiatrist“  
A perspective of the depth and breadth of Psychiatry in the 1970s as compared to the present time: vignettes from my 
practice over the last 40 years. Dr. Beverly Vanderpool received a Bachelor's Degree of Science from the University of Tex-
as, Arlington, then completed her M.D. degree at UTMB. Specializing in Psychiatry, she completed her Adult Studies, and a 
fellowhip in Child and Adolescent Psyychiatry, then began her private practice in Texas City where her husband, Dr. John 
Vanderpool, joined her practice. While in private practice, she served as a Medical Director of child and adolescent units 

(Continued on page 2) 

UU Galvest   n Gazette 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Galveston County                                 April, 2014  

502 Church Street, Galveston, Texas 77550-5502                   409.765 8330   Online at uugalveston.org 

We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity .  

Love is the spirit of this church, and services is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k the truth in love, and to help one another. 
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and two psychiatric hospitals before moving to San Antonio to evaluate veterans for PTSD, and work in several San Antonio 
MHMR clinics. Currently, she works in Galveston's MHMR clinic, and actively engages in a full family life which includes en-
joying her husband's carefully prepared dinners and taking care of her children, Jazz and Chyenne, two double-trouble Cock-
er Spaniels. 

BMOD: Judy Glaister Facilitator: Mike Hennen 
Greeter/Concierge: Sandra Sullivan  Music: Bunny DiNuzzo 

(Services Continued from page 1) 

I’m honored to be able to write to you about pledging to our 
UU Fellowship.  

As regards my wife and me, I can say with complete candor, 
that never EVER in our wildest imaginations did we expect to 
find a church home in Galveston that was populated by so 
many friendly faces, smiling people, and open minds as we 
found in this church.  “What a stunning DEARTH of high-hats 
and snobbishness in there!” we laughed on the way home--
after that first Sunday.   

Little did we know that behind those friendly faces lay inci-
sive and inquisitive minds that figured us out right off, then, 
of all things, hooked us real good by asking us to help and 
serve this congregation within, well, days.    

Helping and serving is the stimulus that drives each of to give 
of our means to support our lively group.  With the lights on, 
some good coffee in hand, and a good place to meet, we 
attend thoughtful church services and enjoy a broad range of 
activities--while providing a good place for other helpful 
groups to meet.  

Meaningful church services and a broad range of activities 
that include stimulating, challenging speakers (some of 
whom need stipends), tasty UU suppers and pot-luck dinners 
where new friendships are formed, provocative and sup-
portive classes that stimulate our minds, and serving our 
community with gifts of energy, earthly goods and money.    

Increasing our budget will add to what we’re already doing.  
It will couple enthusiastic word-of-mouth reports with in-
creased advertising that would place our Religious Education 
program on the map, reach more families with children and 
teens, spread the word about our speakers, announce our 
study groups, and inform our community about the wonder-
ful things happening in our Fellowship.  

So…shall we increase our giving?  My answer is an enthusias-
tic, YES!  And I hope it’s your answer, too.  

John Vanderpool  
President Elect 

2013 - 2014 Leadership of UUFGC 
Board of Directors 

President Susan Persons 
Past President Cheryl Henry 
President-elect John Vanderpool 
Treasurer Stan Blazyk 
Secretary Judy Glaister 
At-large members Al Smith 
 Martha Terrill 
 Steve Townley 

Committees and Task Forces 
Caring Claudia Maveety/Carol Lobb 
Communications Madeleine Baker 
Landscape John Hunger 
Membership Margaret Canavan 
Program/Worship Mike Hennen 
Religious Education Neil Huddleston 
Supper Circles Rick Altemose 
Social Action Mary Hodgson 

Administrative Team 
Bets Anderson, Carey Battle,  Margaret Canavan, 

Mary Case, Judy Glaister, Carol Lobb, and 
Claudia Maveety,  

Newsletter Editor Mary Case 
Webmaster Neil Huddleston 

A p r i l  =  P l e d g e  D r i v e  S e a s o n   

House Painting Party ! Ellie Porter is a senior member of 

our fellowship who can’t get insurance for her house until it has 
new coat of paint. Join a crew of volunteers Saturday, April 12 
to get the job done. Contact Mardi Mitchell for more infor-
mation. mardimitchell.architect@gmail.com  409 256 4379. 

Shannon Samuelson-Reeves has taken on the task of helping organ-
ize the greeter/concierge list. She has some great ideas to make 
sign-up easy, including an online sign-up form at 
http://uugalveston.bringit.bz/public/c81c53. To help out see Shan-
non or send email to administrator@uugalveston.org  

Welcome to our new members: Idalia Avezuela, Michael 
Jozwiak, Monica Killingsworth, Chris Reeves, Shannon 
Samuelson-Reeves, & Betty Winters. 

Farewell and best wishes  to members who are moving 
away:  John and Beverly Frannea, Mike Hennen, and Su-
san Vaughan. Thank you for your companionship and 
service, and we will miss you greatly! 

http://uugalveston.bringit.bz/public/c81c53
mailto:administrator@uugalveston.org
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April is the month when the Social Action Committee produc-
es its biggest and most visible effort to help the needy in our 
community.  Friday, April 11 at 5 pm the Empty Bowl event 
begins with choosing a handcrafted bowl and features a deli-
cious dinner of soup (many mouth-watering varieties), bread 
and dessert. 

History of Bowling: This fundraiser has grown, over the 
span of 11 years, into the signature fund raising event for the 
Jesse Tree. What started as a small gathering in our Fellow-
ship Hall, with all soups and desserts provided and served by 
our own members, has moved over the years into larger and 
larger venues until its present setting in the beautiful histori-
cal Garten Verein. A variety of different soups are provided 
by local restaurateurs, and participants may sample many in 
the course of the evening.  

Who’s a Bowler: To be able to offer a selection of 400 
bowls, individually designed and crafted, a dozen or so peo-
ple meet weekly to create the bowls and to enjoy friendship 
and community in the process. Around 1500 volunteer hours 
have been logged this year and in addition to bowls decora-

tive tiles and wall pockets will be available.  The wall pockets 
will be enhanced by Larry Janzen, a member and local floral 
designer, with flower arrangements.  These additional items 
will be offered at the silent auction.  Last year, the event 
brought in over $16,500 for the Jesse Tree. 

Not Just Food: The Jesse Tree collaborates with the Hou-
ston Food Bank to deliver food and services alternately to 
nine different county locations.  Each Friday, in at least two 
county locations, as the Houston Food Bank delivers up to 
twenty tons of fresh fruits and vegetables medical volunteers 
conduct Chronic Conditions Management Classes; social ser-
vice providers encourage individuals and families to enroll for 
everything from Food Stamps to Voter Registration, and hun-
dreds of people come to the fair. Those who visit the Food 
Fairs are often surprised when offered blood pressure 
screening or a glucose check-up. They are not expecting to 
learn that The Jesse Tree collaborates with agencies such as 
Lone Star Legal Foundation who are there to help them com-
plete applications for Food Stamps, Medicare or CHIP; or that 
The American Heart Association is gathering a group to hear 
about "heart-healthy living". 

Come and Help: Watch for sign-up sheets for volunteers 
for the April 11 event to appear on the table in the foyer as 
the date approaches. Tickets for the event can be purchased 
for $50 online from jessetree.net or may be obtained from 
various members, to be announced later. Make your plans 
now to attend this fun and worthwhile event. 

Madeleine Baker 

APRIL COMPASSIONATE COLLECTION FOR  
GALVESTON ISLAND TREE CONSERVANCY 

Most of us recall the devastation when Hurricane Ike in 
2008 caused the loss of 40,000 trees on Galveston Island. 
The Galveston Island Tree Conservancy was formed early 
in 2009. The first work they did was to assist the Forest 
Service in documenting the loss. The group also gained 
permission from the City of Galveston to allow people to 
create the popular “Tree Sculptures” from their dead 
trees, and identified artists to do that work.  

The largest and ongoing project has been planting trees 
to rebuild our urban forest. To date the Conservancy has 
worked to replace almost 13,000 through grant-funded 
plantings, tree giveaways, and “Neighborwoods” pro-
jects, with more planned. Your generosity at the April 6 
compassionate collection will be greatly appreciated.  
Maybe we will be able to sponsor planting a tree in a 
public park ($300) or sponsor a neighborwoods tree 
($100)! For more information about the Conservancy, 
visit the website at  http://
galvestonislandtreeconservancy.org/. 

E m p t y  B o w l —

C o m i n g  

R i g h t  U p !  

The Resource and Crisis Center of Galveston 
County has two upcoming events of note, “Take Back the 

Night” on April 1, and “Chalk Walk” to benefit Court Appointed 
Special Advocates on April 8. For details see 
http://rccgc.org/events/. 

Dancing at the Fellowship: Galveston Dance Club meets 

twice weekly to teach a variety of dances.  Current Tuesday 
classes are West Coast Swing  at 7pm with Archie R. , and Be-
ginner Line at 8 dances with Nicole. Thursday  classes are Inter-
mediate Rhumba at 7, and Beginner Rhumba at 8 with Betty & 
Louis Whistler.  First class is free, and UU members can join for 
half-price. For more information call Betty at 281-337-0441  

The Thoreau Society exists to stimulate interest in and 

foster education about Thoreau’s life, works, legacy and 
his place in his world and in ours, challenging all to live a 
deliberate, considered life. To learn more go to:http://
www.thoreausociety.org/home 

http://galvestonislandtreeconservancy.org/
http://galvestonislandtreeconservancy.org/
http://rccgc.org/events/
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Att ic  Treasures  Sale  is  Coming!  

We’ve set the date for our annual “Attic Treasures” sale! The 
“early bird” reception and sale is Friday night June 13 from 6-
8pm, and the public sale Saturday, June 14 from 8am-1pm. 
Friday evening is fun and has an admission fee for the serious 
seekers. 

This is our annual fundraiser for UUFGC. We get to clean out 
our attics/closets/garages and donate them as tax deductions, 
have fun working the week of the sale to get it set up and 
make it happen, and then have fun making money to help 
support Fellowship activities. Last year we raised a month’s 
mortgage and an electric bill, with some left over! 

Why do we have this event?: 

 It inspires  us to declutter our homes (so we have room for 
more stuff); 

 We enjoy it and build community in the process, among 
our members and friends, by providing an activity that 
everyone can participate in at her or his own level. Every-
one can contribute in some way: by making donations, 
working the setup or sale, buying things, or telling others 
about the sale. What role works for you? 

 We provide an opportunity for visitors to see our lovely 
Fellowship building and visit with us. Sure, it looks like a 
thrift shop during the sale, but it’s a classy and beautiful 
thrift shop! 

 We create an inexpensive way for people to replenish 
what they need, or buy great stuff that they think they 
need, much at ridiculously low prices; We help many folks 
with limited resources, and donate all leftovers to the Re-
source and Crisis Center. This year we will donate 10% of 
our proceeds to RCC. 

 Did I mention that we have fun doing all of the above?   

There are plenty of jobs for everyone. We will have an organi-
zational meeting after service on Sunday, April 6, so please 
stay for this brief meeting. 

Can you Become Smarter? Marilyn Schultz is conducting a 
study on cognitive enhancement in aging individuals, and 
needs volunteers from UUFGC! She is looking for individu-
als from 60-75 years old to participate from their homes for 
a month with equipment that will be loaned to them.  She 
is investigating whether the use of these techniques will 
increase cognitive function. There will be a box in the 
church foyer to leave contact information. To learn more 
contact Marilyn Schultz 409-750-9376, 409-770-3524 or 
email    margalveston@gmail.com.  

A p r i l  B o o k  D i s c u s s i o n :    
Alice Munro won the Pulitzer Prize last fall which was 
most unexpected because she writes short stories. Come 
and enjoy her talents Wednesday, April 9 at 7pm. We will 
be discussing  The View from Castle Rock.  Looking 
ahead: The Favored Daughter by Fawzia Koofi & Nadene 
Ghouri (May), The Testament of Mary by Colm Toibin 
(June), and Bird Cloud by Annie Proulx (July), Palisades 
Park by Alan Brennert (August). All are welcome to par-
ticipate in these discussions. 

S p e a k i n g  o f  B o o k s :  The Used Book Sale will 

be on Saturday April 12 from 9 AM till 2 PM. Hardback $1 
and Paperbacks 50¢. If anyone is able to sell these books 
online, please get in touch with Fanny DeGesero or Bets 
Anderson. 

H e l p  Wa n t e d :  Come help at the sale, 9-11.30 or 

from 11.30 -2.00. The buddy system is safe and enjoya-
ble. 

Set in the near future, Frank is a retired catburglar 
living alone, while his successful son, Hunter, tries to 
care for him from afar.  Finally, Hunter gets him a 
robot caretaker, but Frank soon learns that it is also 
useful as a burglary aide. As Frank tries to restart his 
old profession, the uncomfortable realities of a 
changing world and his worsening dementia threat-
en to take beyond what any reboot can do for him.  

F r i d a y ,  A p r i l  4 ,  7 pm  

A p r i l  P r o v o c a t i v e  F i l m  
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Alcoholics Anonymous Phoenix Group: meets Sun-
day & Wednesday at 8pm. Contact Robert G. for 
information at 409-392-7005. For information about 
Alcoholics Anonymous in your community, schools, 
churches, law enforcement training and judicial sys-
tem call the Public Information Committee hotline.  In 

Galveston County call 409-877-1674.  . 

Adult Forum: Sundays at 9am (except potluck days) to 
explore topics in religion, philosophy, history & poli-

tics. Contact Neil Huddleston at (409)744-2369. 

Board of UUFGC: meets the second Monday of each 

month at 5:30pm. Members are welcome to attend. 

Book Club: meets the second Wednesday of each 
month at 7 pm at the Fellowship. Contact Fanny De-

Gesero if you have book suggestions. 

Book Sale: monthly on second Saturday, 9am-2pm, at 
the fellowship. All adult hardback books are $1, pa-
perbacks, 50¢. Your book donations are tax-
deductible, just ask for a receipt. Books can be pur-
chased anytime on the "honor system";  a payment 

piggybank is available.  

“Bowlers”: This group meets weekly to create pottery 
bowls for the annual fundraiser for Jesse Tree, a local 
social service organization.  Those with experience 
meet on Wednesday 5-7; there is also a group for 
new folks on Thursdays 5-7, but do check with Made-
leine Baker (madbaker3124@gmail.com)  to be sure 

they are meeting. 

Caring Committee: is coordinated by Claudia Maveety 
and Carol Lobb, with the goal of identifying those who 
may need assistance, encouragement or support of 
some type. Please contact them if you have ideas or 

would like to help out. 

Course in Miracles Study Group: meets every Monday 
at 11 am. Contact Laura Murrell for info: lauramur-

rell@att.net. 

Dance Classes: Galveston Dance Club offers classes 
each Tuesday & Thursday at 7 pm. For more infor-
mation call Betty at 281-337-0441 or visit 

www.galvestondanceclub.com. 

 

Meditation: Zen Island Fellowship meets every Monday 
at 5:30pm for meditation.  Contact Cara Geary 

(gcara@comcast.net) or http://galvestonzen.org/ 

Potluck Lunch: happens on the last Sunday of each 
month following the service. Bring the dish of your 
choice, but if you can’t for some reason there always 

seems to be enough food.  Everyone is welcome. 

Program/Worship Committee: meets the first Wednes-
day of each month at 6:00 pm, a t a location to be 
determined each month. Join them or contact Mike 

Hennen if you have a program or speaker to suggest. 

Provocative Film Series: shows films with social import 

on the first Friday of each month. Admission is free. 

“Spirituality of Poker”: meets monthly on the third Sun-
day at a member’s home, generally at 6:30pm. There 
is a $20 buy-in, and is Dealer’s Choice (games de-
pend on size of attendance, often we must play Tex-
as Hold-Em or Omaha and we’ll be happy to teach 
you if you don’t know the games). Everyone is invited 
to participate. We generally bring snacks and bever-

ages. 

Social Action Committee: welcomes your ideas, energy 
and enthusiasm. This group plans our monthly Com-
passionate Collections, Provocative Films, organizes 
the Empty Bowls creation and event, and plans for 
our participation in Martin Luther King and Juneteenth 

parades. 

Supper Circles: These are monthly potluck dinners held 
in members’ homes. Upcoming events are posted on 
the bulletin board in the foyer and you may sign up to 
attend. If you have questions or would like to host a 

dinner contact Rick Altemose at 409-996-1882. 

Newcomers’ Meeting: meets the second Sunday of 
each month at 11:45, immediately following the ser-
vice. All are welcome at these meetings, if you are 
curious about Unitarian Universalism in general, want 
to know more about this Fellowship, or are consider-
ing becoming a member. Questions, contact Member-

ship Chair Margaret Canavan. 

 

How to Get Connected at UU Galveston  

Have an open group meeting you’d like to list here? Let us know and we’ll add it! 
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Apri l  2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wedesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
7pm Dance 

Lessons 

2 
5pm Bowlers 

6pm - Program 

Committee 

8pm  AA  Phoe-

nix Group 

3 
7pm Dance 

Lessons 

4 
7pm Provoca-

tive Film  

5 
9am -2pm 

Book Sale 

6 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30 PLEDGE SUN-

DAY — John P. 

Vanderpool, MD, 

Challenges for 

Growth; Children’s 

Religious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

7 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

5:30pm Zen 

Meditation 

8 
7pm Dance 

Lessons 

9 
5pm Bowlers 

7pm  Book Club 

discussing The 

View From 

Castle Rock   

8pm  AA  Phoe-

nix Group 

10 
7pm Dance 

Lessons 

11 
10am Admin 

Team Meeting 

12 
 

13 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30 Rev. Tony Lo-

renzen, Mission Driv-
en Generosity; Chil-

dren’s Religious Ed 

12 n “Newcomers” 

meeting 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

14 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

5:15pm Board 

Meeting 

5:30pm Zen 

Meditation 

15 
7pm Dance 

Lessons 

16 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA  Phoe-

nix Group 

17 
7pm Dance 

Lessons 

18 

 

19    
 

Happy Easter   20 
10:30 Rev. Michael 

Thompson, Was Je-
sus a Unitarian?; Chil-

dren’s Religious Edu-

cation 

6:30 Poker @ DiNuzzo’s 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

21 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

5:30pm Zen 

Meditation 

22 
7pm Dance 

Lessons 

23 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA  Phoe-

nix Group 

24 
7pm Dance 

Lessons 

25 26 

27 
 

 

 

 

10:30 Dr. Beverly 

Vanderpool, News 
and Views of My Life 
as a Psychiatrist; Chil-

dren’s Religious Ed 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

28 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

5:30pm Zen 

Meditation 

29 
7pm Dance 

Lessons 

30 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA  Phoe-

nix Group 

   

Newsletter Items Due 

Potluck Today 

at UU Galveston 

Happy Birthday to  
Robert English 4/5 Holly Fortenberry4/6 

Sandra Sullivan 4/11 Bunny DiNuzzo 4/13 

Mary Castor  4/14 Gerry Carr 4/17 

Carol Lobb 4/25 


