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“Seeking” is the theme for our August services.  As Unitarian Universalists we are not bound by a 
statement of belief, but rather by an agreement we repeat at each service to work together, “…to 
seek the truth in love…”. Each of us conducts our own journey in pursuit of religious wisdom.  Dur-

ing each of our August services we will once again be engaged in our journey. 
 

August 3  Alison Rutledge   “Seeking the Truth”  
Unitarian Universalists say we "seek the truth in love." Who seeks? What do we seek? And how do we go about seeking? 
Alison will investigate  these fundamental questions as we begin our August theme of "seeking."  Alison is a member of this 
fellowship, a psychologist, and a scholar. She has lived in Galveston for 14 years, and says she got here as soon as she could.  

BMOD: Susan Persons Facilitator: Alison Rutledge Greeter/Concierge: Vickie Francil/Steve Townley Music: Margaret Canavan  

August 10   Terry Conrad    “Seeking”  

Terry Conrad has had a life-long interest in the role that art, science, spiritual practice and technology have in realizing the 
fullest potential for human growth and spiritual realization. He is the founder and director of Project Clear Light, a 501(c3) 
non-profit organization that conducts a program of contemplative outreach to Buddhist incarcerates nationwide. He con-
ducts a weekly program at the Ramsey Unit in Rosharon. Terry is the owner of Island BrainWorks L.L.C.  

BMOD: Susan Persons  Facilitator: Cheryl Henry Greeter/Concierge: Fanny DeGesero/Mardi Mitchell Music: Tony DiNuzzo  

August 17   Susan Persons   “One Person’s Status Report” 
Ever the idealist and optimist, Susan had a thirty-five year career in psychiatric and mental health nursing as a nurse practi-
tioner in clinics and hospitals in Texas & Iowa. She shared her hope for the psychiatric population through teaching at both 
graduate and undergraduate nursing in several universities. Knowing there was UU church in Galveston was big factor in her 
choosing to retire here. All along, she has been a seeker. As a student of writing and art, she is still looking for a way to com-
bine both media in an expression of her search. An addicted traveler, she is fascinated by people's lives in other cultures. 
These images live in her mind as a reminder of common humanity. 

BMOD: Susan Persons Facilitator: John Vanderpool Greeter/Concierge: Cheryl Sanders Henry/Judy Glaister Music: Bunny A. DiNuzzo 

August 24  Gerry Carr, “The Promises We Make” 
Unitarian Universalism is a covenantal faith; rather than believing in one thing, one truth, a creed - we promise to walk to-
gether respecting our individual search for truth and meaning.  What is it we promise? What if the promise is broken? Join us 
as we explore some of the history of our covenantal faith and what it means for us today. Gerry Carr; a member of UUFCG 
for 20 years, is a seeker. She currently enjoys small group ministry and serves as a Smart Church Consultant for the Southern 
Region of the UUA.  

BMOD: Susan Persons  Facilitator: John Vanderpool Greeter/Concierge:Steve Townley Music: Idalia Avezuela 

 August 31  UU String Band, “Music Communion” 
Music touches us on a level that transcends logic and reason. When we are alone and lost, it is often music that helps us find 
our way back. The music performed for Sunday Services adds a dimension to the spiritual experience that is felt by all who 
attend.  We find the spirit in music and we find music in the spirit. This service will focus on sharing music which has touched 
us in a special way.  

BMOD: Susan Persons  Facilitator: Tony DiNuzzo Greeter/Concierge: Wendy Baker Music: UU String Band  
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We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity .  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k the truth in love, and to help one another. 
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From the President... 

 

What an honor for me to be able to serve as your Presi-
dent!  What a great group to serve!  A dedicated, hard-
working group that loves to visit together, plan together, 
eat together, and worship together.  I can assure all of you 
that your elected leaders are actively working to keep 
things going in a positive direction. 

One of the things we’ve discovered is that visitors and 
members alike will attach themselves to our group and re-
turn to our services if they experience two things each time 
they attend:  (1) an open, friendly, and supportive commu-
nity that becomes an extended family, and (2) a meaningful 
worship service that includes a sense of awe, joy, wonder, 
a sense of peace and oneness, a time for sharing heart-felt 
joys and sorrows, and a thoughtful, inspiring sermon.  

In view of this, we plan to hold training sessions for our fa-
cilitators so that they can add to the meaning and cohe-
siveness of our services.  And guess what?  Cheryl Henry 
has agreed to help in any way she can:  training sessions, 
tutoring sessions, whatever. 

Our new facilitators will be able to see how our Order of 
Service is designed (we have a new document for that), 
and will be able to practice their skills.  So get on board and 
look for a sign-up sheet if you would like to be a facilitator!   

John Vanderpool 

2014 - 2015 
Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

President John Vanderpool 
Past President Susan Persons 
President-elect Mary Case 
Treasurer Stan Blazyk 
Secretary Judy Glaister 
At-large members Al Smith 
 Martha Terrill 
 Steve Townley  

 
 

Committees and Task Forces 

Caring Carol Lobb 
Communications Madeleine Baker 
Gardening Al Smith 
Membership Margaret Canavan 
Program/Worship TBA 
Religious Education Neil Huddleston 
Supper Circles Martha Terrill 
Social Action Bets Anderson 

 

 

Administration 

Administrator Betty Winters 
Newsletter Editor Mary Case 
     Assistant to Mrs. Case M. Canavan 
Webmaster Neil Huddleston 
“C-Team”:   Bets Anderson, Carey Battle,  
   Margaret Canavan, Mary Case, Judy Glaister,  
   Carol Lobb,  

“First Friday” Changes Begin August 

1 – From Movies to Games  

Our Provocative Film Series has evolved into GAME 
NIGHT! Yes, due to the high cost of covering copyright 
requirements to show films, we decided instead to host a 
monthly GAME NIGHT at the UU Fellowship.   

Games will begin at 6:30 and end by 9:00. We will have on 
hand the following games, but you are invited to bring 
others if you wish:   Mah Jongg,  Backgammon, Mexican 
Train, Uno,  Balderdash,  Yahtzee,  Contagion,  Monopo-
ly,  Trivial Pursuit,  Charades,  Green Apple/Red Apple,  
and Scrabble.  

 Everyone is invited to come and play and to bring refresh-
ments to share.  

Compassionate Offerings 

The first Sunday of August we will contribute to the ex-
penses incurred by two members who are school teach-
ers. The only way for teachers to have some materials 
that are necessary is to purchase them. The schools are 
not funded  well enough  to provide enrichment.   

July’s offering to the Jesse Tree Survivor’s Network totaled 
$291.00. Thanks to all who contributed to this important 
group that assists people dealing with sudden tragedies. 

Social Action folks are considering some changes in the 
compassionate collection process, so look for that in Sep-
tember. 

MAKE THIS NEWSLETTER NEWSIER: 
Send YOUR news to  

administrator@uugalveston.org 

mailto:administrator@uugalveston.org
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Our Freedom 
Shannon Samuelson-Reeves 
 
Imagine a world, much like this one  

Where children can have the most kinds of fun  

No limits about what girls and boys play  

How to dress, how to be, or what things to say  

This lesson I speak of, is meant to teach  

That the sky is the limit, no star out of reach  

We’re all the same, all boys and all girls  

To run after footballs, to dance and to twirl  

The trucks and the cars, are played with by all  

Every single child can love on a doll  

Girls can dig for bones, deep in the ground  

And boys can drink tea, wearing a crown  

Boys can wear pink, and girls can wear blue  

And both can play dress up, if they want to  

We all can be ninjas, pirates, and kings  

As well as princesses, with beautiful rings  

A doctor, a lawyer, a police officer too  

So many things and you get to choose  

We can learn science and read a good book  

Learn how to garden and bait a hook  

We can sing, paint a picture, and learn how to sew  

There are no limits at all, to all you can know  

We run and we laugh, and play lots of games  

Yes we’re all different, but also the same  

We all have feelings, all girls and all boys  

To cry when we’re sad, and celebrate joys  

We all have things like dreams, hopes and fears  

 Rejoice over victories or cry a few tears  

It’s good to be strong, courageous but kind  

Open your heart and develop your mind  

We also have a voice that comes from inside  

To tell us we’re special and to be our guide  

To that voice we should listen, so we can be free  

To be the best person, it’s in us to be  

We know that our gender, wasn’t a choice  

So it’s super important you use your voice  

To share the message, we’re all the same  

We each are a person, we each have a name  

So freedom is not just for you and not me  

We’re all here together, to play, learn and be.  

 
Note:  Shannon shared this poem for the  

“Story for All Ages” of her July program  
and has allowed us to reprint it here.. 

Living Wages for Galveston Workers 

Gulf Coast Interfaith is attempting to secure a living 
wage for low wage workers in Galveston. Last year on the 
last Monday in September the group held their first Gal-
veston Living Wage Conference at Live Oak Baptist 
Church. See this link  to that event:  
http://www.gulfcoastinterfaith.org/events/
the_living_wage_conference 

They are now putting the schedule together for the 2nd 
annual conference on the last Monday in September, 
September 29th, from 6:30-8:00 in the auditorium at St. 
Patrick Catholic Church. 

If you would like to participate in this effort, contact in-
formation is included on their website. Our own Laura 
Murrell has been active with this group and can provide 
information. 
 

Membership Update 

We’ve bid farewell to too many of our members this 
year, as several families have moved away. This has 
caused some to worry that our numbers are dwindling. 

Membership chair Margaret Canavan  is pleased to re-
port, however, that our numbers have actually increased! 
Included in our soon-to-be-produced Membership Direc-
tory will be 115 members. This is an increase of seven 
members from this time last year, and up 30% from 
2005.  

Some of the “old-timers” remember times when the 
well-being of UUFGC seemed more tenuous: buying a 
building on the Island only to have it taken by imminent 
domain; Sunday services at the Senior Center; the 2008 
economic meltdown coupled with ravages that Hurricane 
Ike brought to many of our members. 

We are faring well and our members are active and will-
ing to step up and get involved on the Board and other 
undertakings. They give generously to fulfill our mission 
and keep the doors open, and our spiritual home filled 
with people, energy, commitment, and hope.  

“Finding oneself and one's path is like wak-
ing up on a foggy day. Be patient, and pres-
ently the fog will clear and that which has 
always been there can be seen. The path is 
already there to follow”  

― Rasheed Ogunlaru 

http://www.gulfcoastinterfaith.org/events/the_living_wage_conference
http://www.gulfcoastinterfaith.org/events/the_living_wage_conference
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Alcoholics Anonymous Phoenix Group: meets 
Sunday & Wednesday at 8pm. Contact Robert 

G. for information at 409-392-7005.  

Adult Forum: Sundays at 9am (except potluck 
days) to explore topics in religion, philosophy, 
history & politics. Contact Neil Huddleston at 
(409)744-2369. This is open to all so feel free to 

attend. 

Board of UUFGC: meets the second Monday of 
each month at 5:30pm. Members are welcome to 

attend. 

Book Club: meets the second Wednesday of each 
month at 7 pm at the Fellowship. Contact Fanny 

DeGesero if you have book suggestions. 

Book Sale: monthly on second Saturday, 9am-
2pm, at the fellowship. All adult hardback books 
are $1, paperbacks, 50¢. Your book donations 
are tax-deductible, just ask for a receipt. Books 
can be purchased anytime on the "honor system";  

a payment piggybank is available.  

“Bowlers”: This group meets weekly to create pot-
tery bowls for the annual fundraiser for Jesse 
Tree, a local social service organization. They 
meet each Wednesday from 5-7pm and you do 
not need to be an experienced potter to partici-
pate. Questions, contact Madeleine Baker 

(madbaker3124@gmail.com). 

Caring Committee: is coordinated by Carol Lobb, 
with the goal of identifying those who may need 
assistance, encouragement or support of some 
type. Of course she needs our help to do this im-
portant work. Please contact them if you have 

ideas or information, or wish to help out. 

Course in Miracles Study Group: meets every 
Monday at 11 am. Contact Laura Murrell for info: 

lauramurrell@att.net. 

 

 

Potluck Lunch: happens on the last Sunday of 
each month following the service. Bring the dish 
of your choice, but if you can’t for some reason 
there always seems to be enough food.  Every-

one is welcome. 

Program/Worship Committee: meets the first 
Wednesday of each month at 6:00 pm, at the 
Fellowship. Join them if you have a program or 

speaker to suggest. 

The Games We Play: The first Friday of each month 
from 6:30—9 PM the Social Action Committee 
invites everyone to come play.  A variety of 

games are available, refreshments are potluck.   

“Spirituality of Poker”: meets monthly on the third 
Sunday at a member’s home, generally at 
6:30pm. There is a $20 buy-in, and is Dealer’s 
Choice (games depend on size of attendance, 
we’ll teach you if you don’t know the games). 
Everyone is invited to participate. We generally 

bring snacks and beverages. 

Social Action Committee: welcomes your ideas, 
energy and enthusiasm. This group plans our 
monthly Compassionate Collections, Provocative 
Films, organizes the Empty Bowls creation and 
event, and plans for our participation in Martin 

Luther King and Juneteenth parades. 

Supper Circles: These are monthly potluck dinners 
held in members’ homes. Upcoming events are 
posted on the bulletin board in the foyer and you 
may sign up to attend. If you have questions or 

would like to host a dinner contact Martha Terrill . 

Newcomers’ Meeting: meets the second Sunday 
of each month at 11:45, immediately following the 
service. All are welcome at these meetings, if you 
are curious about Unitarian Universalism in gen-
eral, want to know more about this Fellowship, or 
are considering becoming a member. Questions, 

contact Membership Chair Margaret Canavan. 

How to Get Connected at UU Galveston  

Have an open group meeting you’d like to list here? Let us know and we’ll add it! 
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Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

August 2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wedesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
6:30pm 

Games We 

2 

3 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30 Alison Rutledge, 

“Seeking the Truth”; 

Children’s Religious 

Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

4 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

 

5 
 

6 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA  Phoe-

nix Group 

7 
 

8 

 

9 
9am -2pm 

Book Sale 

 

10 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30 Terry Conrad, 

TBA; Children’s Reli-

gious Education 

12n “Newcomers” meeting 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

11 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

5:15pm Board 

Meeting 

 

12 
 

13 
5pm Bowlers 

7pm  Book Club 

discuses Pali-

sades Park 

8pm  AA  Phoe-

nix Group 

14 
 

15 

 

16 

 

17 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30 Susan Persons, 

“One Person’s Status 

Report“;  Children’s Reli-

gious Education 

6:30 Poker @ DeGesero’s 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

18 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

 

19 
 

20 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA  Phoe-

nix Group 

21 
 

22 

 

23    

 

24 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30 Gerry Carr, “The 

Promises We Make”; 

Children’s Religious 

Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

25 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

 

26 
 

27 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA  Phoe-

nix Group 

28 
 

29 30 

31 
 

10:30 UU String Band, 

“Music Communion”; 

Children’s Religious 

Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

      

at UU Galveston 

Potluck Today 
Happy Birthday to  
Susan P. Baker 8/2 Kathy Domsky 8/2 Susan Rainey 8/3 

David Singleton 8/4 Stan  Blazyk 8/6 Larry Janzen 8/6 

Erin Gaines 8/7 Laura L. Murrell 8/19 Rick Altemose 8/24 

Tom Curtis  8/28 Dennis McFadden 8/28 Jessica Antonelli 8/31 

Dawn McCarty  8/31 


