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We welcome the full range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity.

The theme for May is “The ecological crisis.” If the climate scientists are to be believed,
we Galvestonians had better start learning to tread water! We are facing an ecological crisis
that our political process seems powerless to address. This month we will look at
some aspects of the problem and hopefully come up with some solutions.

May 4—Mitch Philpot , “Texas Praries Past Present and Future”
We think of prairies as being part of Texas heritage but there is less than one percent of the native prairie left, making it
one of the most endangered ecosystems on earth. What were the prairies like in the early days of Texas, what happened
to them, what is being done to save what is left of them? Come find out about this iconic and endangered habitat and see
some science magic for all ages. Mitch Philpot is a member of the Galveston UU fellowship and grew up in the Houston UU
fellowship when his family moved to Texas back in 1964. He has taught science for over 20 years and was the education
director for The Nature Conservancy at the Texas City Prairie Preserve. During those years he was involved in wetlands and
prairie restoration projects and now that he is retired from public school teaching, he plans to spend more time working to
conserve the wild places we have left.

BMOD: Martha Terrill Facilitator: Cheryl Henry
Greeter/Concierge: Bets Anderson/Mary Case Music: Tony DiNuzzo

May 11--Karla Klay “The Nature of Building a Stewardship Ethic in Your Children”
Karla will speak about the influence on children's minds, hearts, and souls when parents integrate stewarding the planet's
health in the daily lives of their family. Karla is Executive Director and founding director of Artist Boat, a non-profit whose
mission is to promote awareness and preservation of coastal margins and the marine environment through the disciplines
of the sciences and the arts. She has degrees in both science and the arts, as well as well as over 19 years experience in arts
and environmental education. She is a member of our Fellowship.

BMOD: Susan Persons Facilitator: Sandra Sullivan
Greeter/Concierge: Claudia Maveety/Fanny DeGessero Music: Bunny Andrews DiNuzzo

May 18-Rick Altemose “Spiritual Wisdom and the Ecological Crisis”
The 7th Principle of Unitarian Universalism is "Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part."
A related concept, "dependent origination,” is a key concept in Buddhism. What can wisdom traditions teach us about the
crisis that confronts us? Can they help us save the planet? Can they help us save ourselves?
BMOD: Stan Blazyk Facilitator: Cheryl Henry
Greeter/Concierge: Judy Glaister Music: UU String Band
May 25-Kris Benson “Ecological Stewardship in Action”
Ecological Stewardship in Action: Marsh, seagrass, and oyster reef habitats have been lost in Galveston, oil spills and a
"dead zone" affect life in the Gulf of Mexico, toxic waste sites cause health problems in communities across the country
and throughout the world, fish populations are crashing globally and a variety of potential climate change impacts threaten
the continued existence of many species around the globe over the next century, including our own. In the face of what
seem to be overwhelming stressors on the natural systems that support life on planet earth, what can any one person do
to ethically and proactively respond? Kris will discuss the many actions we can take as individuals and in community to re-
spond to these existential threats. Kris is a "mud and mosquito specialist" working with local communities to restore and

conserve coastal and marine habitats across the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean region.
BMOD: Judy Glaister Facilitator: John Vanderpool
Greeter/Concierge: Steve Townley Music:: Margaret Canavan
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Paint Pals Project for Ellie is Complete

Longtime member Eleanor Porter would have been un-
able to renew her house insurance unless her house
were repainted. Thanks to the Paint Pals initiative of
GHF and with support from Moody Methodist Perma-
nent Endowment, Moody Menders, Habitat for Hu-
manity, UTMB’s United to Serve, Mario’s on the Sea-
wall, and members of UUFGC, the house has a fresh
coat of paint. UU members who participated are
Amanda Prather, Mitch Philpot, Mike Hennen, Mardi
Mitchell, Monica Killingsworth and her mom, Jean-
nette. Many thanks to these hard working and gener-
ous members.

New Members Will be Welcomed May 11

We will celebrate a ceremony of Ingathering during the
service on Sunday, May 11, when we will welcome new
members into our congregation. If you are considering
taking on the joys and responsibilities of membership,
now is a perfect time. Contact Membership Chair Mar-
garet Canavan, or Past-President Cheryl Henry.

Au Revoir!

We send best wishes to Susan Vaughan and Mike Hen-
nen as they relocate to Denton. We will miss them
both very much., and appreciate all they have done for
Galveston and UUFGC.

May 14 Book Discussion

The UU Book Club which meets the second Wednesday
of the month will discuss The Boy in the Suitcase by
Lene Kaaberbol. Claudia Maveety will lead discussion.

Greeters and Concierge Volunteers Needed

A new page is available for June/July sign-ups.
http://uugalveston.bringit.bz/public/1c0c18. Otherwise see
Shannon Samuelson-Reeves.
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Compassionate Collections

The collection for May 4 will be for Trudy Belz, who has
dedicated her life to protecting wildlife and preserving
natural resources. Belz, a Texas City resident, became
a wildlife rehabilitator 12 years ago and has spent the
last decade nurturing between 500 and 600 birds each
year.

Our April collection for the Galveston Island Tree Con-
servancy totaled $583.35! This is more than enough to
plant a fine tree in a local park. We will let you know
where and when the planting will occur.

Organizational Changes at UU

We Have a New Administrator: The talented Betty
Winters, a member of UUFGC, will be working part-
time as our administrator, and we are sure this will
help us stay organized. She will be doing the weekly
emails and Sunday order of service, along with several
other needed tasks. As always, contact can be made
through the main email address. Welcome Betty and
we look forward to working with you! To contact her
email administrator@uugalveston.org

The Supper Circle has a new chair, Martha Terrill. Rick
Altemose will be acting chair of the Program Com-
mittee

Book Sales Need New Leadership: Longtime purveyors
of the books have come to the end of the line. Fanny
DeGesero began the sales seven years ago. Bets Ander-
son joined her and for lo these many years have faith-
fully collected, sorted and arranged. They are most ea-
ger for someone else to take over this fundraiser and
community service. Lacking a new chair of this event,
the last sale will take place during the planned Annual
Attic Treasure Sale on June 13/14. Thereafter all the
books will be donated to local charitable organizations

In Memoriam

Circe Santaniello passed away on Wednesday, April
22 after a long battle with cancer. She died at home
as she wished, with her cat Jad by her side. Circe and
her caregiver Kat, and sister Ellen, were most appre-
ciative of the support shown by members of UUFGC
who provided meals and other support over the last
three months. No services have been planned at the
present time. Please keep Circe’s dear friends and
family in your thoughts and prayers
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Galveston College Chorale Concert

Don’t miss the free concert by this 50-member
group, which has been rehearsing all spring with a
repertoire from Mozart to Modern, focusing on the
J: joy of music in our lives. Concert will be Sunday, May
Jz 18 at 2pm at Moody Methodist Church (53rd and
Avenue U). You will see several familiar UU faces in
J: the choir, including Bets Anderson, Madeleine
Baker, Margaret Canavan, Mary Case, Larry Janzen,
J’ Bunny & Tony DiNuzzo, Betty Winters and UU-by-
marriage Roy DeGesero..If you like to sing, consider
joining this choir when rehearsals resume in fall.
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Galveston Dance Club Moving
Due to problems with the liability insurance on our
building, the Galveston Dance Club will be moving
their classes to a new location. We have enjoyed our
long relationship with this group and wish them well.
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Provocative Film

Series

FROM STEPHEN FREARS DIRECTOR OF THE QUEEN

Insplred by the true story of a search for a lost son

1 CIHEMAS NOVEHIER 1 u

PHILOMENA focuses on the efforts of Philomena
Lee, mother to a boy conceived out of wedlock and
given away for adoption in the United States. In fol-
lowing church doctrine, she was forced to sign a
contract that wouldn't allow for any sort of inquiry
into the son's whereabouts. After starting a family
years later in England and, for the most part, moving
on with her life, Lee meets a BBC reporter with
whom she decides to discover her longlost son.

Free Admission Bring a
friend, and a snack to share

Friday, May 2, 7pm
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Attic Treasures Sale Set for June 13-14

Mark your calendars! Our big sale will be SATURDAY June 14
(8am-1pm), and Friday evening June 13 (6-8pm) is our early bird
sale and reception with S5 entry fee. UUFGC members get free
admission if they wear a blue “volunteer” t-shirt and help out. Of
course you are also welcome to bring a drink or snack for the re-
ception.

We'll be able to bring them to the Fellowship beginning Sunday,
June 8 after the service. If you have folding tables we can use for
display, please bring them that day as well. If you have items that
you absolutely cannot keep in your possession until the 8th, we
can likely find a temporary home for them.

We have several important roles which have been filled and each
leader will need helpers.

*Clothing sorting(Christine Delgado)

*Boutique (Cheryl Henry)

*Cashier (Bets Anderson)

*Friday night snacks (Sandra Sullivan)

*Friday night beverages (Dorothy Treviiio and Kay Schiller)
*Margaret Canavan is coordinating other activities “as needed”

Please add your name to the volunteer sign-up sheet on the bul-
letin board. Be sure to set aside time during sale week to help
with sorting and pricing, and help with the sale! All assistance is
needed and much appreciated, particularly on Thursday and Fri-
day before the sale.

Now’s the time to gather up your donations!

2013 - 2014 Leadership of UUFGC
Board of Directors

President Susan Pefsons
Past President Cheryl Henry
Pr e s i-edleenctt John Vandlerpool
Treasurer Stan Bllazyk
Secretary Judy GI @i ster
Atl arge member s Al Sm|th
Martha Terrild/l
Steve Tofwnl ey
Committees and Task Forces
Caring Claudia Maveetly/ Car ol
Communi cationsMadel ei ne|] Baker
Landscape John Huhger
Me mber ship Mar gar et (danavan
Program/ WorshipRick Al tlemose

Rel i gious EducaNeiion Huddl est on
Supper Circles Martha Terrild/l
Social Action Mary Hod|gson
Administration
Admi ni strator Betty Wilnters
Newsl etter EditorMary Case
Webmaster Nei l Huddl est on
“ANeam”: Bets Anderson, Carey
Canavan, Mary Case, Jbdy Gl a
Lobb,
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How to Get Connected at UU Galveston

Alcoholics Anonymous Phoenix Graugets Sun-
day & Wednesday8pm. Contact Robert G. for
information at 409-392-7005. For information about
Alcoholics Anonymous in your community, schools,
churches, law enforcement training and judicial sys-
tem call the Public Information Committee hotline. In
Galveston County call 409-877-1674. .

Adult ForumSundaysat 9am (except potluck days) to
explore topics in religion, philosophy, history & poli-
tics. Contact Neil Huddleston at (409)744-2369.

Board of UUFG@eets the second Mondagf each
month at 5:30pm. Members are welcome to attend.

Book Clubmeets the second Wednesdayeach
month at 7 pm at the Fellowship. Contact Fanny De-
Gesero if you have book suggestions.

Book Salemonthly on second Saturdagam-2pm, at
the fellowship. All adult hardback books are $1, pa-
perbacks, 50¢. Your book donations are tax-
deductible, just ask for a receipt. Books can be pur-
chased anytime on the "honor system"; a payment
piggybank is available.

i B o w | Thisrgreupmeets weekly to create pottery
bowls for the annual fundraiser for Jesse Tree, a local
social service organization. Those with experience
meet on Wednesday 5-7; there is also a group for
new folks on Thursdays 5-7, but do check with Made-
leine Baker (madbaker3124@gmail.com) to be sure
they are meeting.

Caring Committea:coordinated by Claudia Maveety
and Carol Lobb, with the goal of identifying those who
may need assistance, encouragement or support of
some type. Please contact them if you have ideas or
would like to help out.

Course in Miracles Study Grompets every Monday
at 11 am. Contact Laura Murrell for info: lauramur-
rell@att.net.

Dance Classe$§alveston Dance Club has moved to
other locations. For more information call Betty at
281-337-0441 or visit www.galvestondanceclub.com.

MeditationZen Island Fellowship has a Zendo now! For
location and schedule contact Cara Geary
(gcara@comcast.net) or http://galvestonzen.org/

Potluck Lunchhappens on the last Sundayf each
month following the service. Bring the dish of your
choice, but if you can’t for some reason there always
seems to be enough food. Everyone is welcome.

Program/Worship Committewets the first Wednes-
dayof each month at 6:00 pm, a t a location to be
determined each month. Join them or contact Rick
Altmose if you have a program or speaker to suggest.

Provocative Film Serieshiows films with social import
on the first Friday of each month. Admission is free.

ASpirit ua mdetsnyontidybn thexhodiSun-r | ¢
day at a member’s home, generally at 6:30pm. There
is a $20 buy-in, and is Dealer’s Choice (games de-
pend on size of attendance, often we must play Tex-
as Hold-Em or Omaha and we'll be happy to teach
you if you don't know the games). Everyone is invited
to participate. We generally bring snacks and bever-
ages.

Social Action Committegelcomes your ideas, energy
and enthusiasm. This group plans our monthly Com-
passionate Collections, Provocative Films, organizes
the Empty Bowls creation and event, and plans for
our participation in Martin Luther King and Juneteenth
parades.

Supper Circlesthese are monthly potluck dinners held
in members’ homes. Upcoming events are posted on
the bulletin board in the foyer and you may sign up to
attend. If you have questions or would like to host a
dinner contact Martha Terrill .

Ne wc o me r snieets Mesecond Sundagf
each month at 11:45, immediately following the ser-
vice. All are welcome at these meetings, if you are
curious about Unitarian Universalism in general, want
to know more about this Fellowship, or are consider-
ing becoming a member. Questions, contact Member-
ship Chair Margaret Canavan.

Have an open group meeting you’d like to list here? Let us know and we’ll add it!
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MAY 2014

at UU Galveston
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