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"Love and Acceptance of One Another” is the theme for the month of January. 

Our Right Relations Covenant invites to achieve love and acceptance, by communicating openly, 

honestly and respectfully as we listen carefully with open minds and open hearts. 

Let us especially appreciate our uniqueness this month, while we consider our creativity, the his-

tory  of UU and ponder the  impact of some recent headlines on human relationships. 

     January  4, 2015,  Reverend Shirley Haulotte  – “Creativity, A Universal Attribute.” 
      Creativity is often attributed to those recognized as artists--performers, painters, writers--and not as an uni-
versal human trait. If we squelch our individual or collective creativity, problems become insurmountable. If we 
engage in the messy process of creativity, new solutions emerge in surprising ways.  Rev. Shirley Haulotte is a 
chaplain at Resolutions Hospice in Austin, and a graduate of The International Seminary for Interfaith Studies in 
New York.  Prior to ordination as an interfaith minister, Shirley was an associate professor at The School of So-
cial Work, University of Texas in Austin.   

Greeter: Sandra Sullivan      Concierge: R.D. Ward     BMOD: Al Smith      Facilitator: Margaret Canavan     Music: Idalia Avezuela  
 

    January 11, 2015, “Sharing Our Creative Spirit” Jerry Fryrear 
      Jerry has invited members and friends of our fellowship to share their creations, including paintings, sculp-
tures, inventions, photos, writings, and music.  This will be an opportunity to deepen our appreciation and enjoy-

ment of one another.   
    Greeter: Sue Minello    Concierge:Mardi Mitchell     BMOD: Stan Blayzyk      Facilitator: Jerry Fryrear     Music: Margaret Canavan 

 
    January 18, 2015,  John Vanderpool, MD  “The Beginnings of Unitarian Universalism Part I” 
      Part I of “Beginnings” focuses on informative facts about early church history that will be new to many of our 
members.  Basically, this presentation includes a hunt for ‘pre-Unitarian’ church members that lived in times 
past and influenced the foundation of our church in the mid-1500s.  We will literally start with a historian’s ac-
count of Jesus’ life, move to four main groups formed after his death (around 30 AD), and discuss events that 
led to the Protestant Reformation. John Vanderpool is a Board Certified Psychiatrist who has published numer-
ous professional papers in medical journals. He taught for eight years in UTMB’s Dept. of Psychiatry before 
joining his wife, Dr. Beverly Vanderpool in private practice. He serves as our Fellowship’s President. His hob-
bies include golfing, cooking, writing, painting, and being a momma-daddy to his two Cocker Spaniels. 
    Greeter/Concierge: Wendy Baker     BMOD: Judy  Glaister     Facilitator:TBA     Music: Bruce Mauzy 

 
    January 25, 2015, Michael Hennen  “Love in the Time of Ebola” 
      Colombian novelist Gabriel García Márquez wrote of the effects of time, love, illness, and aging, among oth-
er things, in his great work “Love in the Time of Cholera.” Now, at the beginning of the year and in the Time of 
Ebola, it is appropriate to reflect on these themes again and how they impact human relationships.  Mike Hen-
nen, a former member of our Fellowship who now lives in Denton, Texas, is a retired lawyer. He has spoken 
several times to the Fellowship and enjoys coming back to Galveston. 
    Greeter:Mardi Mitchell      Concierge: TBA     BMOD: John Vanderpool        Facilitator: TBA     Music: Tony DiNuzzo 

 

UU Galvest   n Gazette 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Galveston County                                 January, 2015  

502 Church Street, Galveston, Texas 77550-5502                   409.765 8330   Online at uugalveston.org 

We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity.  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k the truth in love, and to help one another. 
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2014 - 2015 
Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

President John Vanderpool 
President-elect Mary Case 
Treasurer Stan Blazyk 
Secretary Judy Glaister 
At-large members Al Smith 
 Steve Townley 
 

                                                    Sandra Sullivan 
                                                        Jerry Fryrear 
 

Committees and Task Forces 

Caring Carol Lobb/Mitch Philpot 
Communications Madeleine Baker 
Gardening Al Smith 
Membership Cheryl Henry 
Program/Worship Mary Case 
Religious Education Neil Huddleston 
Supper Circles Martha Terrill 
Social Action Bets Anderson 

 
 

Administration 

Administrator Betty Winters 
Newsletter Editor Carey Battle 
Webmaster   Neil Huddleston 
“C-Team”:                                     Bets Anderson  
                                                         Carey Battle 
                                                Margaret Canavan 
                                                            Mary Case 
                                                         Judy Glaister 
                                                         Cheryl Henry 
                                                             Carol Lobb 

A Course  in  Miracles  

This ongoing study group uses The Course 
in Miracles Workbook. They meet once a 
week on Mondays at 11am for one hour. The 
participants individually “check in” to the 
group about their present spiritual/personal 
life. Then they read the Lesson for the Day 
aloud, each person taking turns and then a 
discussion about the lesson ensues. After the 
hour, the group generally goes to a local res-
taurant and has a meal together. Newcomers 

are welcome to join this group. 

  Themes for 2015 Services 

January Love and Acceptance of One Another 

February Free and Responsible Search for Truth and Meaning 

March Justice, equity & Compassion in Human Relations 

April Generosity 

May Respect for the Interconnected Web of All Existence 

June Faith 

July The Inherent Worth & Dignity of Every Person 

August Hospitality 

September Inspiration 

October Spiritual Practice 

November Gratitude 

December World Community with Peace, Liberty and Justice for All 

A New Year's Message from Your President 

  

May all of our members, all of our interested others, and all of 
our visitors enjoy a Happy New Year!   
  
I believe this New Year will bring us a renewal of our be-
lief in finding a more meaningful and inspiring faith.  And I be-
lieve this New Year will increase our feelings of fellowship with 
one another and our feelings of belonging to an invalua-
ble extended family who will stand by us no matter what may 
occur in our lives. 
  
Based on the facts I know about our members and all of the 
things our members have worked on and planned for this com-
ing year, I can assure you, we will enjoy even more inspiring 
services and hear even more challenging talks, including fresh 
and new ideas that underscore our faith in knowledge, the im-
portance of spirituality in our lives, and the value of caring 
for one another. 
  
Let us, therefore, welcome 2015 as another important step for 
each of us to take--even as we know OUR forward step will 
help move our extended family and its members into a 
more caring and loving group that will surround us during 
this coming year. 
  
My best wishes to all of you, 
  
John Vanderpool  
President of the Board   

We are on Facebook:  “Like” us at 

https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston 
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Compassionate Offerings 

Our offering on January 4 will be for art supplies for 
teachers at Galveston’s Ambassador Preparatory 
Academy, “an open enrollment public charter school ap-
proved by the Texas Education Agency in 2007.“ 

The offering collected in December for Our Daily Bread 
may have set a record for generosity, as we gave $604. 
Thanks to all who gave to this important charity. 

In case you don’t know about this, each month on the 
first Sunday we take up an offering for a nonprofit group 
selected by the Social Action Committee. All are wel-
come to “nominate” recipients of these collections. 
Planned recipients for the first half of 2015 include Old 
Central Cultural Center, Emergency Fund for Members 
(more later on this) , Galveston Diaper Bank, and Com-
munities in Schools. 

The Social Action Committee encourages our “deeds not 
creeds”. Anyone wishing to be involved with this im-
portant group can contact Bets Anderson. 

Name Tags  

For those members who have somehow misplaced your 
name tag and still want others to know your name,, just 
send an email to UU and we’ll make you a new one. No 
questions asked! 

UU Book Club News  

Most of the 12 books for 2015 have been selected! 
Get yours now and start reading: 

January 14  The Republic of Imagination byAzar Nafisi 
February 11 When Heaven and Earth changed Plac-

es byLeLy Hayslip 
March 11  At God’s Mercy by Liron Fine 
April 8   The Visit byFriedrich Duerenmatt 
May 13   Freeman by Leonard Pitts 
June 10   Fifty Russian Winters  by Margaret Wettlin 
July 8   The Name of the Rose by Umberto Eco 
August 12  The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown 
September 9   The Lost City of Z by David Grann 
October 14   Leaving Time by Jodi Piccoult 
November 11   open 

December 9   Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty 

All are welcome to join in the discussion of these 
books, which are chosen by those who attend. There 
is only one month open for 2015--November --so if you 
would like to propose a selection please contact Fanny 
DeGesero or email administrator@uugalveston.org 
ASAP. The group is open to all who enjoy reading and 
discussion. Meetings are usually the second Wednes-
day of each month at 7pm at the Fellowshipo, and at-
tendees generally bring beverages and snacks to 
share. 

January’s  Holy  Days  

January is a month full of sacred times, from many dif-
ferent spiritual perspectives. We are familiar with some 
but not all. Do you know all these? 

Mawlid Un Nabi – January 3:  The birthday of the 
Prophet Muhammad.  The Prophet Muhammad is be-
lieved by Muslims to be God's last messenger to man-
kind. Celebrations of Muhammad's birthday began in 
11th century Egypt. Sunni Muslims discourage cele-
brating any birthdays at all.  Sufis, on the other hand, 
do honor his birthday. 

Epiphany—January 6:  In Western Christianity, this 

commemorates the visit of the Magi to theChrist child. 

Orthodox Christmas—January 7:  Many Orthodox 
Christians in the United States celebrate Christmas 
Day on or near January 7 in the Gregorian calendar. 
This date works to be December 25 in the Julian calen-
dar, which pre-dates the Gregorian calendar.  

Orthodox New Year—January 14:  The Orthodox 

New Year, also known as the Old New Year, according 

to the Julian calendar is on January 14 in the Gregori-

an calendar.  

 

Supper  Circle . . .Woo Hoo!  

Madeline Baker is having a Supper Circle event on Fri-
day, January 16 at her home.  She will include twelve 
people.  Look for this on the bulletin board at the Fel-
lowship Hall.  And consider putting yourself on the list 
to host a Supper Circle Event.  They are so celebratory 
and the food is amazing.  Everybody coming brings 
food, so the host and hostess do not have to weary 
themselves in the kitchen.  If you have not attended a 
Supper Circle, run (do not walk) to sign up so you, too, 
can see what fun it is to spend an evening really get-
ting to know other members better, and peek into their 
interesting homes as well.   

ATTIC TREASURES in March  

Here’s your early reminder that we have scheduled our 
annual Attic Treasures sale date as Saturday March 
14, with the “early bird” re-
ception and sale the even-
ing before. So as you do 
your post-holiday cleanup 
and early spring cleaning, 
be sure to save and store 
away those wonderful cast-
offs for this fundraising ef-
fort. And clear your sched-
ules, as you are able, for 
helping out that week. 
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The Meaning of The King Holiday 

BY CORETTA SCOTT KING 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday celebrates the life and lega-
cy of a man who brought hope and healing to America. We com-
memorate as well the timeless values he taught us through his 
example — the values of courage, truth, justice, compassion, 
dignity, humility and service that so radiantly defined Dr. King’s 
character and empowered his leadership. On this holiday, we 
commemorate the universal, unconditional love, forgiveness 
and nonviolence that empowered his revolutionary spirit. 

We commemorate Dr. King’s inspiring words, because his voice 
and his vision filled a great void in our nation, and answered our 
collective longing to become a country that truly lived by its no-
blest principles. Yet, Dr. King knew that it wasn’t enough just to 
talk the talk, that he had to walk the walk for his words to be 
credible. And so we commemorate on this holiday the man of 
action, who put his life on the line for freedom and justice every 
day, the man who braved threats and jail and beatings and who 
ultimately paid the highest price to make democracy a reality for 
all Americans. 

The King Holiday honors the life and contributions of America’s 
greatest champion of racial justice and equality, the leader who 
not only dreamed of a color-blind society, but who also lead a 
movement that achieved historic reforms to help make it a reali-
ty. 

On this day we commemorate Dr. King’s great dream of a vi-
brant, multiracial nation united in justice, peace and reconcilia-
tion; a nation that has a place at the table for children of every 
race and room at the inn for every needy child. We are called on 
this holiday, not merely to honor, but to celebrate the values of 
equality, tolerance and interracial sister and brotherhood he so 
compellingly expressed in his great dream for America. 

It is a day of interracial and intercultural cooperation and shar-
ing. No other day of the year brings so many peoples from dif-
ferent cultural backgrounds together in such a vibrant spirit of 
brother and sisterhood. Whether you are African-American, 
Hispanic or Native American, whether you are Caucasian or 
Asian-American, you are part of the great dream Martin Luther 
King, Jr. had for America. This is not a black holiday; it is a peo-
ples’ holiday. And it is the young people of all races and reli-
gions who hold the keys to the fulfillment of his dream. 

We commemorate on this holiday the ecumenical leader and 
visionary who embraced the unity of all faiths in love and truth. 
And though we take patriotic pride that Dr. King was an Ameri-
can, on this holiday we must also commemorate the global lead-
er who inspired nonviolent liberation movements around the 
world. Indeed, on this day, programs commemorating my hus-
band’s birthday are being observed in more than 100 nations. 

The King Holiday celebrates Dr. King’s global vision of the 
world house, a world whose people and nations had triumphed 
over poverty, racism, war and violence. The holiday celebrates 
his vision of ecumenical solidarity, his insistence that all faiths 
had something meaningful to contribute to building the beloved 
community. 

The Holiday commemorates America’s pre-eminent advocate of 
nonviolence — the man who taught by his example that nonvio-
lent action is the most powerful, revolutionary force for social 

change available to oppressed people in their struggles for liber-
ation. 

This holiday honors the courage of a man who endured harass-
ment, threats and beatings, and even bombings. We commemo-
rate the man who went to jail 29 times to achieve freedom for 
others, and who knew he would pay the ultimate price for his 
leadership, but kept on marching and protesting and organizing 
anyway. 

Every King Holiday has been a national “teach-in” on the values 
of nonviolence, including unconditional love, tolerance, for-
giveness and reconciliation, which are so desperately-needed to 
unify America. It is a day of intensive education and training in 
Martin’s philosophy and methods of nonviolent social change 
and conflict-reconciliation. The Holiday provides a unique op-
portunity to teach young people to fight evil, not people, to get 
in the habit of asking themselves, “what is the most loving way I 
can resolve this conflict?” 

On the King Holiday, young people learn about the power of 
unconditional love even for one’s adversaries as a way to fight 
injustice and defuse violent disputes. It is a time to show them 
the power of forgiveness in the healing process at the interper-
sonal as well as international levels. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is not only for celebration and re-
membrance, education and tribute, but above all a day of ser-
vice. All across America on the Holiday, his followers perform 
service in hospitals and shelters and prisons and wherever peo-
ple need some help. It is a day of volunteering to feed the hun-
gry, rehabilitate housing, tutoring those who can’t read, mentor-
ing at-risk youngsters, consoling the broken-hearted and a 
thousand other projects for building the beloved community of 
his dream. 

Dr. King once said that we all have to decide whether we “will 
walk in the light of creative altruism or the darkness of destruc-
tive selfishness. Life’s most persistent and nagging question, he 
said, is `what are you doing for others?’” he would quote Mark 
9:35, the scripture in which Jesus of Nazareth tells James and 
John “…whosoever will be great among you shall be your serv-
ant; and whosoever among you will be the first shall be the serv-
ant of all.” And when Martin talked about the end of his mortal 
life in one of his last sermons, on February 4, 1968 in the pulpit 
of Ebenezer Baptist Church, even then he lifted up the value of 
service as the hallmark of a full life. “I’d like somebody to men-
tion on that day Martin Luther King, Jr. tried to give his life 
serving others,” he said. “I want you to say on that day, that I 
did try in my life…to love and serve humanity. 

We call you to commemorate this Holiday by making your per-
sonal commitment to serve humanity with the vibrant spirit of 
unconditional love that was his greatest strength, and which 
empowered all of the great victories of his leadership. And with 
our hearts open to this spirit of unconditional love, we can in-
deed achieve the Beloved Community of Martin Luther King, 
Jr.’s dream. 

Unitarian Universalist Parade Float  
is seeking volunteers 

January 17th, 2015 
Line-up at 11am – 29th and Church 

Sign up at 
 

http://uugalveston.bringit.bz/public/ba66d1 
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Alcoholics Anonymous Phoenix Group: meets Sunday 
& Wednesday at 8pm. Contact Robert G. for information 
at  409-392-7005.  

Adult Forum: Sundays at 9am (except on potluck days) to 
explore topics in religion, philosophy, history and politics. 
Contact Neil Huddleston at (409)744-2369. This group 
is open to all, so feel free to attend. 

Board of UUFGC: meets the second Monday of each 
month at 5:30pm. UU Members are welcome to attend. 
This meeting focuses on the details of ongoing manage-
ment of the Fellowship.  If you have questions, contact 
Board President, John Vanderpool:  jvandy0@gmail.com. 

Book Club: meets the second Wednesday of each month 
at 7 pm at the Fellowship. This is a casual meeting that 
focuses on one book per month which is selected in ad-
vance by those who attend.  This event is open to all who 
enjoy reading and discussion.  

“Bowlers”: This group meets weekly to create pottery 
bowls for the annual fundraiser for Jesse Tree, a local 
social service organization. They meet each Wednesday 
from 5-7pm, and you do not need to be an experienced 
potter to participate, as others will coach you. Questions, 

contact Madeleine Baker (madbaker3124@gmail.com). 

C Team: is a group of volunteers who assist with the de-
tails of keeping the Fellowship functioning. Their monthly 
meetings are open to anyone who wishes to assist with 
that and ideas and energy are always welcome. “C” 
stands for many things, including communication, con-
nection, caring, coordination, etc. 

Caring Committee: is coordinated by Carol Lobb and 
Mitch Philpot, with the goal of identifying those who may 
need assistance, encouragement or support of some 
type. Of course they need our help to do this important 
work. Please contact them if you have ideas, information 
or wish to help:  caroljl425@yahoo.com  or mitchphil-
pot@sbcglobal.net. 

Course in Miracles Study Group: meets every Monday 
at 11 am. Contact Laura Murrell for info: lauramur-
rell@att.net.          

 

 

Potluck Lunch: happens on the last Sunday of each 
month following the service. This is always a fun “family 
gathering.” Bring the dish of your choice, but if you can’t 
for some reason, there always seems to be enough food.  
All are welcome. 

Program/Worship Committee: meets the first Wednes-
day of each month at 6:00 pm, at the Fellowship. As we 
are lay-led, all our Sunday services must be planned ei-
ther with visiting  speakers or those within the Fellowship. 
Ideas are always welcome. Join them if you have a pro-
gram or speaker to suggest, or contact Program Chair, 

Mary Case:  mcasetxtx@earthlink.net. 

The Games We Play: The second Friday of each month 
from 6:30—9 PM, the Social Action Committee invites 
everyone to come play.  A variety of games are available, 
and refreshments are shared. This is a lively gathering 
with growing  attendance. 

“Spirituality of Poker”: meets monthly at a member’s 
home, usually the third Sunday (but check the calendar) 
at 6:30pm. There is a $20 buy-in and is Dealer’s Choice. 
Games depend on the number of players and are often 
Texas Hold-em or Omaha. We will teach you if you do 
not know the games. Everyone is invited to participate. 
We share snacks and beverages.  

Social Action Committee: welcomes your ideas, energy 
and enthusiasm. This group plans our monthly Compas-
sionate Collections, Provocative Films, organizes the 
Empty Bowls  creation and event and plans for our partic-
ipation in Martin Luther King and Juneteenth parades. 

Supper Circles: These are monthly potluck dinners held in   
members’ homes. Upcoming events are posted on the 
bulletin board in the foyer, and you may sign up to host or 
attend.  

Newcomers’ Meeting: meets the second Sunday of each 
month following the service. All are welcome at these 
meetings who are curious about Unitarian Universalism 
in general, this Fellowship or becoming a member. Ques-
tions, contact Membership Chair Cheryl Henry at     
chersanhenry@comcast.net 

How to Get Connected at UU Galveston  

Have an open group meeting you’d like to list here? Let us know and we’ll add it! 

Human Trafficking Awareness Day is 

January 11 
Human trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery where 
traffickers profit from the control and exploitation of others. 
Many are captives who are trafficked for sex, sold by their 
poverty-stricken parents. Others toil in sweatshops, make 
rubber for our tires and harvest cocoa beans for our choco-
late. Globally, there are more slaves now than ever before. 
The hotline for the National Human Trafficking Resource 
Center is 1-888-373-7888. 

Kiva Loans Update  

We are up to 312 loans through Kiva Microfinance, for a total of 
$8,950.00 in loans made since March 2007 from our small 
“revolving” fund. This fund is made up of donations from our mem-
bers and friends and we re-lend when money is repaid. Micro-
finance provides financial services to entrepreneurs and small 
businesses lacking access to banking and related services, most-
ly in developing countries. See what we’ve done at http://
www.kiva.org/lender/unitarianuniversali3384. Donations are al-

ways welcome as are suggestions, check with Margaret Canavan. 

http://www.kiva.org/lender/unitarianuniversali3384
http://www.kiva.org/lender/unitarianuniversali3384
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Newsletter 
Items Due 

January 2015 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wedesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30 : Reverend 

Shirley Haulotte,  

“Creativity, A Universal 

Attribute; Children’s Reli-

gious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

5 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

 

 

 

 

 

6 
 

7 
5pm Bowlers 

6 pm Program         

Committee 

8pm  AA    

Phoenix Group 

8 
 

9 

9am “C” 

Team 

6:30pm  

Game Night 

Location TBA 

 
 

 

 

 

10 

 

11 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Jerry Fryrear, 

Sharing Our Creative 

Spirit; Children’s RE 

11:30: Social Action 

Committee Meeting 

12n “Newcomers” meeting 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

12 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

5:15pm Board 

Meeting 

 

 

13 
 

14 
5pm Bowlers 

7pm  Book 

Club discusses 

The Republic 

of Imagination 

8pm  AA    

Phoenix Group 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

15 
 

16 17 

18 
10:30: John Vanderpool, 

MD, The Beginnings of 

Unitarian Universalism 

Part I;  Children’s Reli-

gious Education  

8pm: AA Phoenix Group 

19 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

 

 

 

 

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day 

20 21 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA    

Phoenix Group 

22 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

24 

25 
 

 

 

 

10:30: Michael Hennen,  

Love in the Time of 

Ebola; Children’s Reli-

gious Education 

6:30pm: Poker @ Alan 

Griffin’s 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

26 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

27 28 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA    

Phoenix Group 

29 30 31 

at UU Galveston 

Potluck Today 

Happy Birthday to  
Mardi Mitchell 1/2 
Victoria N.  1/2 
Betty Winters 1/4 
Carey Battle 1/20 


