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The theme for our September programs is "Inspiration." 
 Inspiration is defined as the act of breathing in -- breathing in life, spirit, beauty, joy, creativity. 

Join us in September as we explore what sources inspiration in each of us.  
What or who lights the flame within you?  What makes you come alive? 

"Don't ask what the world needs.  Ask what makes you come alive, and go do it.  
Because what the world needs is people who have come alive."  -- Rev. Howard Thurman 

 

September 6: Dorothy Trevino, PhD., “The Water Ceremony” 
The Water Ceremony is an annual occurrence when we UU's return from summer activities, vacations or events that 
have separated us somewhat.  We re-unite by sharing memories that had meaning to us; some were fun, some perhaps 
difficult.  I ask that members please bring water or use water provided that represents your meaningful experiences 
from the summer and be prepared to share these  briefly with the whole group.  Dorothy Trevino is a member of our 
fellowship as well as former faculty and Director of Behavioral Medicine in the Dept. of Family Medicine, UTMB  

Greeter: Bets Anderson            Board Member: Wendy Baker              Facilitator: Susan Persons         Music: Margaret Canavan 

September 13:  Rev. Bob Tucker, “Breathing Lessons” 
 We measure our lives by the number of breaths we take and the moments that take our breath away. 
Dr. Tucker grew up in the upper Midwest, taught in Turkey for five years, and was the Senior Minister of First Congrega-
tional Church in the Memorial Area of Houston for twenty-eight years. He was the Interim Minister of First Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Houston, and was the Executive Director of the Foundation for Contemporary Theology for 
twelve years. 

Greeter: Wendy Baker            Board Member: Judy Glaister           Facilitator: Rick Altemose            Music Idalia Avezuela  

September 20:  Carlos Price, “Life Wheels”   

In this interactive presentation we will explore the many roles we play and the many factors that influence our lives.  
How well do we balance all of these roles and the various aspects of our natures?  By developing life wheels we can get 
a graphic view of how we evaluate ourselves in relation to all our roles.  We will also explore the many resources availa-
ble all around us to better balance our lives.   Hopefully, the session will inspire us toward more healthful and balanced 
lives.   The session is presented by Carlos Price, EdD, a member of our fellowship.  

Greeter: Billie Rinaldi             Board Member: Mary Case             Facilitator: Carlos Price            Music: Bruce Mauzy 

September 27:  Maggi Tucker, “What Is It We Think We’re Doing When We Sing Hymns?” 
          Potluck Following the Service 

Every Sunday we gather together and sing hymns. Why do we sing what we sing? What does this activity mean to us as 
individuals and as a community and what does it say about us? Margaret (Maggi) Tucker grew up in South Dakota. She 
attended Yankton College (SD), earned a B. Mus. in organ from the American Conservatory of Music in Chicago, and 
holds masters degrees in Cultural Anthropology and Choral Conducting from the University of Houston. She and hus-
band Bob taught school in Turkey for five years, and Maggi did field work in south India. For twenty years she was Min-
ister of Music at First Congregational Church in Houston, directing vocal and handbell choirs and playing the organ.  
Maggi is also a composer of choral and hand bell music, as well as hymn tunes, with more than 100 original composi-
tions and arrangement in publication. Her hymn tunes appear in five hymnals.  She and Bob have been married for 59 
years and have three adult children and two grandsons. 

Greeter: Judy Glaister            Board Member: Stan Blazyk               Facilitator: Billie Rinaldi            Music: Margaret Canavan 

UU Galvest   n Gazette 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Galveston County                             September 2015  

502 Church Street, Galveston, Texas 77550-5502                   409.765 8330   Online at uugalveston.org 

We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity.  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k the truth in love, and to help one another. 
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Dog days of summer are here and yet there is no evidence of 
that lethargy at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Gal-
veston County. Instead, we have enthusiastic members con-
tributing in many ways.  I have already begun to enjoy the 
beginnings of the wall gallery.  I’m told plans are underway 
for more visual changes to the sanctuary.    

Betty Winters, our part-time Administrator, has found a posi-
tion she’s been seeking for a long time. She has served us well 
and I say, “ Job well done and thank you, Betty”.   

We have a new member, John Stokes, who has volunteered 
for chairing the Landscape Committee.  He has some really 
interesting ideas.  When you meet him, ask him to talk about 
how plants can do the work. 

And so the C-Team once again becomes the A-Team. Anyone 
is welcome to meet with us once a month. Until we decide if 
we can hire another part-time admin we parse out the jobs to 
member of the A(dministrative) Team. You could help take 
out the trash, check for phone messages or one of many oth-
er little jobs that someone has to do. Judy Glaister organizes 
our meetings, so please get with her for more information. 

I’ve been traveling most of August to help a family member 
who is ill.  I miss my community and I am really looking for-
ward to resuming my routine at home.  See you in Septem-
ber, 

Love and peace, Mary Case 

Note: AJ Price represented UU Galveston at this year’s Gen-
eral Assembly of the Unitarian Universality Association, of 
which our congregation is a member. This meeting sets poli-
cies and goals for the entire Association. The following is her 
report. 

In the last week of June I joined thousands of UUs for the 
General Assembly (GA) in Portland, Oregon. The excitement 
of traveling to a place I’d never been—and such a beautiful 
and progressive place at that— rivaled the excitement I felt 
toward attending the conference itself. GA is a powerful mix 
of fellowship, networking, church business, education, and 
worship. It’s where we first defined our principles and where 
we spend time refining how to put our principles into action. 
It’s where we cry, together, in celebration of victories like 
marriage equality and in mourning after the murders in 
Charleston, SC.  

Attending meetings and services with so many fellow UUs 
who are listening, praying, and singing together is more 
moving than I can adequately convey. I was sorry I did not 
have room to pack our banner; next year, we should join the 
hundreds of other congregations in the “Banner Parade,” 
which goes on and on in a jubilant snaking line through the 
main hall during the opening service. 

Everything seemed well-organized and GA was the most in-
clusive event I’ve ever witnessed, offering a “fragrance-free” 
section for those with chemical sensitivities and accommo-
dation for many other needs; it was also the “greenest” 
event I’ve seen, encouraging the use of re-usable containers 
and offering recycling bins throughout the convention hall.  

Between conference times, I usually went “home” as part of  
the wonderful “home-hospitality” program, which matched 

travelers with local UUs who agreed to provide lodging in 
exchange for a $65/night donation to their church. I found a 
delightful friendship with my host, Kathy Birch, who remains 
a pen-pal. Her house was about 3 miles from the convention 
center, so I was able to skate or take public transportation 
every day. 

When I arrived each day, my main goal was to figure out 
which workshops to go to. Here are some of the workshops I 
attended: 

 Congregational Polity and the Myth of Congregational 
Autonomy 

 Working for Fair Wages: Story of Two Communities 
 Expanding the Welcome Table: UUs Get Real about Class 
 “Leaderly” Leadership = Accountable Leadership 
 The Many Faces of Community Ministry 
 Writing workshop by Karen Hering, author of Writing to 

Wake the Soul, Opening the Sacred Conversation Within 

This is only the tip of the iceberg; I’ll put the full catalog out 
in the foyer for you to see. Attendees get free access post-
conference to online recordings of everything, so I will still 
be “going to the 2015 GA” over the next few months! 

When I wasn’t in a workshop, voting in a General Session, or 
attending worship, I was chatting with other UUs, like An-
drea Durham from Philadelphia, who recently mailed us the 
“Black Lives Matter to Unitarian Universalists” bracelets. Or, 
I was wandering around the exhibit hall, where I joined the 
UU Humanists, learned about the CLF’s prison-penpal pro-
gram, and did a fair amount of browsing and shopping.  

I could  go on, but the best use of your time is to start plan-
ning YOUR 2016 GA trip, June 22-26 in Columbus, Ohio! 

R e p o r t  f r o m  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  2 0 1 5  ( “ G A ” )  

A Message from the President  
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A result of the Annual Meeting in June was formation of a 
new Building Beautification Team (formerly the Aesthetics 
Committee). The goals of this team are to bring some much-
needed color to the sanctuary, provide flowers for our Sun-
day services, and generally spruce up the place! Several crea-
tive members met last month to brainstorm ideas. 

One of the ideas discussed was the UU “Art Gallery”. You 
may notice that there are a few pieces of art hanging on the 
east wall of the sanctuary. We invite other members to bring 
their art work to hang on this wall to bring color and interest 
to the sanctuary. (See the “Guidelines for Art Work” if you 
are interested in adding to the Gallery.) 

We also developed a rotation of volunteers who are respon-
sible for providing flowers for the altar each Sunday. Team 
members have volunteered to take a Sunday each month 
through December. If you are willing to join in the rotation in 
January, please let Cheryl henry know.  

We look forward to coming up with other ideas to create a 
beautiful and nurturing environment for our worship services 
and meeting areas.  If you’re interested in joining the team or 
if you have ideas for improving our building aesthetics, 
please let someone on the team know: Cheryl Henry, Bets 
Anderson, Ilse Benard, Margaret Canavan, Larry Janzen, Carol 
Lobb, Susan Persons, Al Smith, Martha Terrill, and Paula 
Townley. We’ll keep you posted on our progress! 

Guidelines for Art Work 

 Only two-dimension artwork will be accepted. 
 Art will hang for one month; bring your art on Potluck 

Sunday and take it down the following Potluck Sunday 
 Unless there is a designated Featured Artist, each mem-

ber may display three pieces of art, space permitting.  Art 
will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. 

 Subject matter must be appropriate for the venue. 
 Art must be framed or gallery-wrapped; all edges must  

be finished. 
 Frame must be hung must by framing wire: 
        a. No sawtooth hangers at the top 
        b. Wire should not show above the top of the piece  
        c. Wire must be adequately secured to the frame  
 Framed art must be less than 140” circumference. 
 If framed piece is over 24” in any direction, art must have 

plexiglas rather than glass. 
 Frame must be in good repair. 
 Glass or plexiglass must be clean. 
 Art work and mat must be secured in frame so the art 

won’t fall out when hung. 
 Improperly framed artwork will be returned to artist for a 

do-over. 
 All art work must be dry (no wet paint, please). 

2015 - 2016 

Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

President Mary Case 
President-elect Larry Janzen 
Past President John Vanderpool 
Treasurer Stan Blazyk 
Secretary Judy Glaister 
At-large members Wendy Baker 
 Steve Townley 
 

   Tom Delgado 
 

Committees and Task Forces 

Caring C. Lobb/M. Philpot/M. Terrill 
Communications Madeleine Baker 
Landscape John Stokes 
Membership Cheryl Henry 
Program/Worship Mary Case 
Religious Education Neil Huddleston 
Supper Circles Mary Ann Fore 
Social Action Bets Anderson 

 
 

Administration 

Newsletter   Margaret Canavan 
Webmaster   Neil Huddleston 

Our Right Relations Covenant 

We will communicate openly, honestly & respectfully. 

We will listen carefully with open minds & open 
hearts. 

We will assume good intentions, practice tolerance& 
resist the temptation to become offended. 

We will take responsibility for our speech, actions& 
feelings, & we will be sensitive to possible con-
flicts & willing to work toward solutions. 

We will consider other perspectives & will strive not 
for unanimity but for mutual respect. 

We will honor our own boundaries & the boundaries 
of others. 

We will respect & support the diversity within our 
congregation & work to foster a welcoming envi-
ronment. 

--developed in  2005 by members of UUFGC 

T h e r e ’ s  a  N e w  T e a m  i n  T o w n  
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“Like” us on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston 
You can access the page even if you do not 
have a Facebook account.Get information 

about our weekly services. 

Two people can keep each other 
sane, can give support, conviction, 
love, massage, hope, sex. 
Three people can join to form 
a committee, a wedge. .. 
A dozen make a demonstration. 
A hundred fill a hall. 
A thousand have solidarity and your own 

newsletter, 
ten thousand, power and your own paper, 
a hundred thousand, your own media, 
ten million, your own country. 
It goes on one at a time, 
it starts when you care 
to act, it starts when you do 
it again after they say no, 
it starts when you say We 
and know who you mean, and each 
day you mean one more. 

(Marge Piercy, 1936 - ) 

Enjoy an Evening at a UU Supper Circle: The 
Galveston UU supper circles are an opportunity for us to en-
joy an evening of food and fellowship. Each month someone 
volunteers to host at their home. Sign up sheets are posted 
on the foyer bulletin board. Individuals who want to partici-
pate or host are encouraged to add their name to the list. 
Space is limited to the number of diners requested by the 
host. The hosts provide the main dish and everyone else 
brings a side dish or beverage. UU friends and members alike 
are invited to participate in this fun activity. The calendar is 
open for September, so feel free to sign up to host. It’s a 
great way to meet others in our Fellowship. 

Adult Forum Resumes: Adult Forum will meet on Sun-
day, September 6, at 9am. We will discuss whether we would 
like to start with a review of the world’s major religions. We 
have a full set of the Great Courses DVD lectures on Christian-
ity, Islam, Judaism, Buddhism, and Hinduism. At this meeting 
we will make our choice and begin viewing the DVD selected. 
We have the option of doing any, all or none of these—bring 
other suggestions if you have them!  

In Sympathy: Our hearts are with those in our UU family 
who have lost loved ones recently.  
Madeleine Baker’s brother Bobby Baker. 
Vickie Francil’s brother Mike Francil. 
Marjan’s mother. 

UU Book Club is open to all who love to 
read. We meet for discussion at 7pm on 
the second Wednesday of each month, 
at the Fellowship, and bring snacks and 
beverages to share. Up for discussion on 
September 9 is The Lost City of Z by  
David Grann. Here are selections for the 
remainder of the year 
October 14     Leaving Time by Jodi  
 Piccoult 
November 11  Wild by Cheryl Strayed 
December 9  Big Little Lies by Liane            

Moriarty 
And it is time to make recommenda-
tions for 2016 selections! Send yours to 
Fanny DeGesero or email administra-
tor@uugalveston.org.   The “chooser” is 
generally the discussion leader for that 
book. 

C o n n e c t i o n s  

From Bay Area UU Church: "Humanists are peo-
ple who believe in a natural universe as understood 
through reason, people who wish to live ethical and mean-
ingful lives without faith in the supernatural, and people 
who care for their fellow human being." -from http://
www.humanistsofhouston.org/humanism.htm 

If this strikes a chord with you, join fellow humanists on 
Friday, Sept 4th from 7-9:30pm for a Humanist of Houston-
Clear Lake Meet and Greet potluck in the Fellowship Hall at 
BAUUC. Bring a dish to share and come enjoy some good 
food, fellowship, and discussion (and maybe a bit of enter-
tainment). This will serve as the kick-off of the Clear Lake 
regional forum of HoH (I have taken to calling us a subchap-
ter of HoH, itself a chapter of American Humanist Associa-
tion). Baby-sitting will be available. Contact Jeff Boxell for 
questions (jboxell99@gmail.com) or go to http://
www.meetup.com/humanism-177/events/224707766/ . 
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https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston
mailto:administrator@uugalveston.org.
mailto:administrator@uugalveston.org.
http://www.meetup.com/humanism-177/events/224707766/
http://www.meetup.com/humanism-177/events/224707766/
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September  Compass ionate  Col lect ion Wil l  Benefi t  St .  Vincent’s  House  

St. Vincent’s House serves the least, the lost, and the left-out population of Galveston with a food pantry, affordable pre-school 
and child care, health clinics including mental health care, physical and occupational therapy, transportation, Meals-on-Wheels 
service, and emergency rental and utility assistance. 

When you call Saint Vincent’s house in Galveston, a staff member will answer, "How can we 'hope' you?"  The Reverend Freda 
Marie Brown, the Executive Director, has said. “Here, we learn that hope is an action. As my predecessor, Michael Jackson, 
would say, ‘St. Vincent’s hopes (not helps) its friends on Galveston Island into new life.’  To me, HOPE means never giving up 
and never giving in. I am honored to walk with the ones who are under-served and usually ignored.” 

Remember that we also collect unused medication for the student-run free clinic at St. Vincents. The medications that are do-
nated are given to Marjan, who takes them to besorted and de-identified by the directors of the clinic who are 3rd or 4th year 
medical students. Marjan states” outdated medications will not be used for the patients. We have many diabetic and hyperten-
sive patients. Stripes to check the glucose or insulin or anti hypertensive medications are very needed. But indeed any type of 

medication is welcome.” 

Our compassionate offering is always on the first Sunday of each month. 
If you are unable to attend that day and want to make a contribution, 
you may provide a check made out to UUFGC that states the group to 
which you wish to donate. Our Fellowship has a history of much generos-
ity to local nonprofit groups. 

S o c i a l  A c t i o n  N e w s  

The August Compassionate Collection 
brought in $271 for the  

Coastal Village Elementary School PTO.  
Thanks to everyone for your generosity. 

P r o v o c a t i v e  F i l m   

SPARE PARTS 
Reviewer Michael O’Sullivan, said “The feel-good story “Spare Parts,” 
an inspirational underdog drama about four undocumented immigrant 
kids from a Phoenix high school who go toe-to-toe against a team of 
MIT whiz kids in an underwater robotics contest, is just about as corn-
ball and sappy as it sounds. It’s also pretty darn thrilling. And — oh, by 
the way — it’s also pretty much true.” It was the subject of Mary Maz-
zio’s 2014 documentary “Underwater Dreams.” 

Friday, September 11, 7 pm 
 at UU Galveston 

502 Church Street, 5th Street entrance  

Free admission– bring a snack to share and  
invite your friends. 

NOTICE TO BOWLERS!!  Our 
summer vacation is over! We 

will start making bowls again 
Wednesday, September 2, 5 pm.  
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Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

September  2015  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wedesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 

1 
 

2 
5pm Bowlers 

are on back at 

work today! 

6 pm Program 

Committee 

8pm  AA       

Phoenix Group 

 

 
 

 

3 
 

4 
 

5 

 

6 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Dorothy Trevino, PhD., 

“The Water Ceremony”; Chil-

dren’s Religious Education 

8pm: AA Phoenix Group 

7 
11am Course 

in Miracles( yes 

they will meet!) 

8 9 
5pm Bowlers  

7pm  Book Club 

discusses  

  The Lost City of Z 

8pm  AA     

Phoenix Group 

10 
 

11 
 

7 pm Prvoca-

tive Film, 

“Spare 

Parts” 

12 

 

13 

9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Rev. Bob Tucker, 

“Breathing Lessons”;Children’s 

Religious Education 

12n “Newcomers” meeting;   

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

14 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

5:15pm Board 

Meeting 

15 16 
5pm Bowlers  

8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

17 18 19 

20 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Carlos Price, “Life 

Wheels”; Children’s Religious 

Education 

6:30pm: Game Night @ Martha 

Terrill’s 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

21 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

22 23 
5pm Bowlers  

8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

24 25 26 

27 
 

 

 

10:30: Maggi Tucker, “What Is It 

We Think We’re Doing When 

We Sing Hymns?”; Children’s 

Religious Education 

6:30pm: Poker @ TBA; 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

28 29 30 
5pm Bowlers  

8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

   

at UU Galveston 

Potluck Today 

Happy Birthday to 
Kat Joel-Reich 9/1 Monica Killingsworth 9/8 

Martha Terrill 9/10 John E. Hunger 9/16 

Billie Rinaldi 9/16 Gus Warren  9/19 

David Bowers  9/23 Corinne Higbee 9/28 

Steve Reubens 9/30 Doug Wind 9/30 


