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UU Galvest   n Gazette 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Galveston County                  September 2017 

A Welcoming Congregat ion  

502 Church Street, Galveston, Texas 77550-5502                   409.765 8330   Online at uugalveston.org 

We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity.  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k  the truth in love, and to help one another. 

September 3   Margaret Canavan & Stan Blazyk, 
                           “Water Communion” 
The Water Communion as part of UU worship services tradi-
tionally notes the beginning of a new church year. This uni-
versal symbol of the spirit has new meanings for us now due 
to Hurricane Harvey’s rampage. Bring water (authentic or 
symbolic) that has meaning to you, and share that meaning if 
you wish, as we combine our waters to symbolize our shared 
faith that comes from many different sources. Margaret and 
Stan are long-time members of this fellowship. 
       Greeter:  Susan Persons BMOD: Larry Janzen  
       Music:  Margaret Canavan 
 

September 10   Rev. Bob Tucker, “Sanctuary Without Walls”  
Sanctuary, historically, has been a place for safety & succor. 
Sanctuary, historically, for Unitarian Universalists, exists  in 
the wide world of people and nature. Bob is a native of Min-
nesota and has served churches in South Dakota, Minnesota, 
Texas, and Kansas. He was, for 28, the Senior Minister of First 
Congregational Church of Houston. He is Executive Director 
Emeritus of The Foundation for  Contemporary Theology.  
       Greeter:  Paula Townley BMOD:  Glenn Smith   
       Facilitator:  Bruce Mauzy Music:  Bruce Mauzy 

*Compassionate Offering benefits the Galveston Diaper Bank. 
 

September 17   Shannon Guillot-Wright ,"Sanctuary as  
                             Resistance"  
Shannon will explore the history and current state of U.S.  
political economic practices through the narratives and pic-

tures of migrants. She concludes that some of the violence 
 

and economic practices and that it is our moral obligation to 
not only resist acts of violence, but also resist the root of the 
violence.  Shannon is Community Health Research Fellow and 
doctoral candidate at UTMB and received her M.A. in Human 
Rights from Columbia University.  Her work focuses on pre-
carious employment as a social determinant of health, with a 
specific interest in the political-economic practices of the 
20th century. 
           Greeter:  Susan Persons   BMOD: Wei Chen (Miso) Lee
 Facilitator: Carlos Price   Music: Margaret Canavan 
 

September 24   Rev. Bob Tucker, “A Tragic Necessity”  

    POTLUCK TODAY 
It is said that that Martin Luther stumbled in the cathedral, 
reached out for support, and accidentally grabbed the bell 
rope waking up all of Europe. This is the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation, an event that profoundly influenced even 
Unitarian Universalism. Bob is a native of Minnesota and has 
served churches in South Dakota, Minnesota, Texas, and Kan-
sas. He was, for 28, the Senior Minister of First Congregation-
al Church of Houston. He is Executive Director Emeritus of 
The Foundation for  Contemporary Theology. 
  Greeter: Susan Persons   BMOD:  Ed Beasley 
 Facilitator: Bets Anderson   Music: Bruce Mauzy 

September Sunday Programs: Sanctuary 

The original meaning of the word "sanctuary" was a "sacred place."  For example, we refer to the main room in our church building 

as "the Sanctuary."  In modern times, the term "sanctuary" has come to mean any place offering protection and safety -- a shelter, 

a source of help, relief, or comfort in times of trouble.  A sanctuary can be either physical or spiritual:  a physical place where one 

is protected from trouble or an emotional or spiritual state where one experiences comfort and peace.  Join us for our Sunday wor-

ship services in September as we explore the various dimensions of "Sanctuary." 

To our Members and Friends: We hope you have fared well during the recent weather event called Hurricane 

Harvey. Our hearts go out to those who have suffered damage and loss. May our Fellowship be a Sanctuary 

for all of us as we, and all citizens of southeast Texas, heal from this natural disaster. 
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A Message from our President  
 

Dear Fellowship, 

“I believe everything happens for a reason.  People change so you 
can learn to let go. Things go wrong so you can appreciate them 

when they’re right. You believe lies so you eventually learn to 
trust no one but yourself, and sometimes good things fall apart, 

so better things can fall together.” 

—Marilyn Monroe 

     The theme for September is sanctuary.  When I searched 
for an appropriate quote for this month’s theme, I found most 
of them had to do with searching for and finding the inner 
peace within, the sanctuary or inner calm within one’s own 
heart and mind.  I chose this quote by Marilyn Monroe be-
cause it acknowledges the difficulty in finding or creating a 
sanctuary in a world where all around you is conflict and 
change.  We are all in this together, and although you may be 
successful in creating a peaceful place within your own heart, 
you must eventually step out of that safe-haven and confront 
the real world. 

     Many religions teach their members to focus on the love of 
God to find courage in the face of adversity.  Unitarian Univer-
salists do not require a belief in God but instead focus on our 
shared principles.  And while a set of principles does not pro-
vide the Cecil B. DeMille drama of traditional religion, they do 
provide a concrete foundation to cling to against the current` 
storm of doubt, hate, divisiveness and blame that has seized 
the American landscape. 

     In a day and age when “sanctuary” has come to refer to a 
place where American values are still practiced, it is important 
to take a moment to reflect on our own values.  Ask yourself if 
you have learned the lessons and made the changes necessary 
to find and appreciate sanctuary, both in your heart and in the 
world.  Good things may always fall apart, but it is so better 
things can fall together. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Lisa Windsor 

2017-2018 Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

 President ................................. Lisa Windsor 
 President-elect .............................. Miso Lee 
 Past President ......................... Larry Janzen 
 Treasurer .................................. Carlos Price 
 Secretary ................................... Dale Hogan 
 At-large Members ...................... Ed Beasley 
  Glenn Smith 
  Steve Townley 

Committees and Task Forces 

 Caring ......................................... Carol Lobb 
  Mitch Philpot 
  Martha Terrill 
 Communications ............... Madeleine Baker 
 Landscape ...................... Margaret Canavan 
 Membership ............................ Cheryl Henry 
 Program/Worship ....................... Mary Case 
 Religious Education ........... Neil Huddleston 
 Supper Circles ...................... Mary Ann Fore 
 Social Action ............................ Billie Rinaldi 
UU Book Club ................... Fanny DeGesero 

Administration 

Webmaster ......................... Neil Huddleston 
Administrator  ............................... Jo  Ann Ross 

 

 

Get news out to our members and friends! 
Send to administrator@uugalveston.org: 

 

 Sunday Order of Service: by 5pm Thursday 

 Weekly email: 5pm Monday 

 Newsletter: by the 15th of the month 

Themes for 2017 Services 
October Mystery 

November Abundance 

December Hope/Tradition 

To Sign Up to Provide  
Altar Flowers: 

Pick a Sunday and also let us 
know if you wish to  

dedicate them to a special  
person or event. The form is  

located on the foyer  
bulletin board. 

Note: the message at left was placed on the UU Galves-
ton Facebook page. Earlier this month we sent messages 
of hope to the Charlottesville congregation as they faced 
difficult times around hate group demonstrations. 
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Want more news from UUA?  
The UU Bulletin is available by email from the  
Unitarian Universalist Association. This monthly  

e-publication is full of information about issues and ac-
tivities of our denomination. You can subscribe at: 

 

http://www.uua.org/news/follow/alerts 

 

“Like” us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston 

OTHER GROUPS: 

 UU Adult Forum resumes on September 3. The   
Sunday discussion meetings at 9:00am. The next 
featured book is "Christ for Unitarian Universalists 
-  A new Dialog with Traditional Christianity". 

 UU Bowlers meet weekly on Wednesdays at 5:00pm 
at the Fellowship to create handmade bowls for 
the annual Jesse Tree “Empty Bowl” event each 
year.  

 A Course in Miracles resumes at the Fellowship at 
11:00am on September 11 in the Fellowship’s 
“living room”. The group goes to lunch at noon. 

 AA Phoenix Group meets on Wednesday and  
    Sundays at 8:00pm at the Fellowship. 
 Citizens’ Climate Lobby meets on the second Thurs-

day of the month at 5:30pm at the Fellowship. All 
are welcome! 

    UU Book Club will meet at 7pm 
on September 13 in the UU 
“living room”.  All are welcome to 
join our friendly and far-ranging 
discussions and may bring snacks 
or beverages to share.  Up for 
discussion is Bold Spirit by Linda 
Lawrence-Hunt. 

Upcoming Selections 

    October:  Peace Like a River  
        by Leif Enger (*note change) 
    November:  Sweet Lamb of  
        Heaven by Lydia Millet 
    December:  Enrique’s Journey  
        by Sonia Nazaro 

 

   CHALICE CIRCLES              Resume This Month! 

   These groups of 6-10 people meet regularly to have deep 
conversations about topics that are important to all of us, spir-
itually and emotionally.   

   There are openings in the Monday evening Chalice Circle. The 
Tuesday afternoon Chalice Circle is full; however, if there is 
enough interest, we will form a second group which will meet  
on alternate Tuesday afternoons. The Monday evening Chalice 
Circle will begin on September 11, and the Tuesday afternoon 
Chalice Circle will begin September 12. 

If you are interested in joining a group, please contact  
Jo Ross at administrator@uugalveston.org. 

Sunday Morning Adult Forum  
Resumes in September  
with Christ for UUs 

Please join the forum at 9:00am on Sunday, 
September 3, to begin discussing the book, 

Christ for Unitarian Universalists:  
A New Dialogue with Traditional  

Christianity. We will meet in the ‘bowls’ 
room at the Fellowship.  

   According to the book summary, “The retired dean for religious 
life at Stanford University presents this engaging and thoughtful 
inquiry into Christianity for UUs and other spiritual seekers – in-
cluding skeptics, non-religious people, liberal Christians, and 
those who consider themselves ‘spiritual but not religious.’” 

   “Rather than proselytize, Christ for Unitarian Universalists seeks 
to stimulate dialogue about Jesus Christ, whether or not we find 
him central to our faith life. It aims to build bridges and cross the 
great cultural gulfs in our society. It addresses frank questions 
with integrity and intellectual honesty. Yet it also presents a sin-
cere and genuine sense of love as embodied in Jesus Christ that is 
so heartfelt, so unconditional, and so revolutionary, it will take 
your breath away.” 

   The book is written by Scotty McLennan, a UU minister, lawyer, 
and educator, currently teaching ethics at the Stanford Graduate 
School of Business.  Questions about the Forum? Call Bets Ander-
son at 409-771-6056 or Madeleine Baker at 409-771-1974. 

WHO:  Why, that would be YOU! 

WHAT:  SUPPER CIRCLE  (small-group potluck meal) 

WHEN:  You decide the date and time 

WHERE:  Your house or at the Fellowship, if needed 

HOW:  Sign up on the bulletin in the foyer 

WHY:  Because we get to know each other better  
& have fun! 

https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston
mailto:administrator@uugalveston.org


 

Page 4 UU Galveston Gazette September 2017 

S o c i a l  A c t i o n  N e w s  
The September Compassionate Collection Benefits the Galveston Diaper Bank. 

The compassionate collection in July for KIVA  raised $411.00.  Thank you for your generosity! 

     The Galveston Diaper Bank provides disposable diapers 
to parents who participate in weekly parenting classes or to 
early childhood programs like the new Moody Early Child-
hood Education program for use with children of low income 
families whose parents are in job training classes or are 
working. 
     You may ask why schools require parents to supply a days 
worth of diapers by the schools. That's because children use 
as many as 7 diapers per day.  If you have purchased diapers 
or even just checked out their price, they cost as much as 
$14-$15 to send a child for 5 days of preschool, and pre-
school funding does not pay for diapers. If you want to use 
cloth diapers at home, you must own a washer because 
laundromats do not allow diapers in their machines. 

     Why is it important to keep babies and young children's 
bodies dry? A wet diaper irritates the child's skin and causes 
diaper rash and other infections which make them unhappy 
and may require a doctor visit. A cranky, crying child gets on 
parents' nerves and may lead to abuse.  It likely causes fric-
tion between parents when there is not enough money to 
pay for diapers for their child to attend preschool, causing 
parents to miss work. 
     Please be generous with your contributions of money and 
diapers for this worthy cause.  The Diaper Bank issuance of 
diapers insures that babies and young children's bottoms are 
clean and dry and allows all children the opportunity for a 
early childhood education and for their parents to partici-
pate in the job market." 

 
 

Texas Climate Tours  

will visit at the Fellowship on 
Sunday, September 10 from 2:00-4:00pm 

 

   The Texas Climate Change Tour is being organized by  
the  Public Citizen’s Texas office and will 23 different cities 
in Texas. Tour partners include the Sierra Club, Citizens’  
Climate Lobby, the Rio Grande International Study Center, 
and the Environmental Defense Fund.  

   Climate change is a global problem, but efforts at the   
local level can make a big difference. Learn how moving 
towards a carbon-free energy system can help boost tour 
economy and create thousands of new, well-paying jobs.   

   Follow the tour on Facebook.com/PublicCitizenTx or   
Twitter.com/PublicCitizenTX. 
 

http://www.citizen.org/texas 

 

 

ACLU Banned Books Project 
Wednesday September 27 at 8:00pm  

at the Fellowship 

    Banned Books Week is an annual event organized by 
the American Library Association and the American Civil 
Liberties Union to celebrate the freedom to read. Typically 
held during the last week of September, it highlights the  
value of free and open access to information.  

   Banned Books Week brings together the entire book  
community — writers, performers, librarians, book sellers, 
publishers, journalists, teachers, and most importantly, 
readers of all types — in shared support of the freedom      
to seek, express and explore ideas and their implications, 
even those some consider unorthodox or unpopular.  

   This year the Galveston Unitarian Fellowship is sponsor-
ing an evening of reading from banned or challenged books 
(both currently or formerly). There is no admission charge 
and light refreshments will be available.  

    UUA President Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray issued the following statement in response to  
    Donald Trump's directive banning transgender people from entering the military: 

       I condemn in the strongest terms President Trump's immoral directive banning transgender people from entering the 
military and revoking health care support for those currently serving. Unitarian Universalists unequivocally support the full 
humanity of people across the spectrum of gender and sexuality, including the right of transgender people to serve in the 
military. This is yet another attack from this administration on the humanity, dignity, and fundamental rights of people in this 
country. Even more disturbing, this attack targets those who have committed their lives to faithful service. 

       My heart turns to all the transgender and gender non-conforming people in the military who are showing up everyday to 
serve and protect our country, even as their commander in chief has made them a target. I am grateful for your service. 
Grounded in a belief that all people are worthy, and called faithfully to build the Beloved Community, I particularly urge my 
fellow cisgender Unitarian Universalists to join me to affirming, supporting and celebrating all of our transgender and gender 
non-conforming siblings. We are with you. We remain with you until we are all free. 

        This message is also available on UUA.org (Unitarian Universalists Association). News Alert 

UUA News Alert 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR TWO VERY SPECIAL EVENTS THIS MONTH: 

http://facebook.com/PublicCitizenTx
http://twitter.com/PublicCitizenTX
http://www.citizen.org/texas
mailto:UUA.org
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Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

September  2017 
at UU Galveston 

Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Wishing a very Happy Birthday to:  1 
 

2 
 

 

3 *Compassion Offering moved to 9/10* 
9:00am  Adult Forum 
10:30am  Margaret Canavan and 
  Stan Blazyk, “Water Communion” 
10:30am  Children’s Religious  
  Education 
8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

4 
 

 
 

5 
 

6 
5pm  Bowlers 
8pm  AA      
Phoenix Group 

7 
5:30pm 
Program 
Committee 
at Season's, 
2701 Broad-
way 

8 
  

9 
 

10 
9:00am  Adult Forum 
10:30am  Rev. Bob Tucker,  
  “Sanctuary Without Walls”  
  Compassionate Offering for  
  Galveston Diaper Bank 

10:30am  Children’s Religious  
  Education 
2:00pm  Texas Climate Change  
  Tour in the sanctuary. 
8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

11 
11am  A 
Course in 
Miracles 

12 
 

13 
5pm  Bowlers 
7pm  Book 
Club discusses 
Bold Spirit 

8pm  AA      
Phoenix Group 

14 
5:30pm  
Citizens’ 
Climate 
Lobby 

15 
9am-12pm  
 Admin  
“A”-Team 
Meeting 

16 

17 
9:00am  Adult Forum 
10:30am  Shannon Guillot-Wright, 
  "Sanctuary as Resistance"  
10:30am  Children’s Religious  
  Education 
6:30pm  Spirituality of Poker at  
  the Prices’ home 
8pm  AA Phoenix Group 
 

18 
 
 

19 
5:30pm  
Board Meet-
ing  

20 
5pm  Bowlers 
8pm  AA      
Phoenix Group 

21 
 

22 
 

23 

24 

9:00am  Adult Forum 
10:30am  Rev. Bob Tucker, “A 
Tragic Necessity:  
10:30am  Children’s Religious  
  Education 
8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

25 26 27 
5pm  Bowlers 
8pm  ACLU 
Banned Books 
Project -Sanctuary 

8pm  AA      
Phoenix Group 

  -Bowlers’ Room 

28 29 Potluck Today 

Newsletter  

Items Due! 

 

-  30 

Kat Joel-Reich 9/1 Alfred (Al) R. Smith 9/1 
Martha Terrill 9/10 Billie Rinaldi 9/16 
David Bowers 9/23 Steve Reubens 9/30 


