
Rev. Ron Robinson
“Incarnation”

On this First Sunday of the Advent Season, this sermon
will explore what mission our lives, and our faith com-

munities, are called to incarnate, embody, and how this
“good news” is radically challenging and comforting. The

ancient text for the sermon will be from this week’s revised common
lectionary readings: Luke 21:25-33, and the contemporary text will
be from the book, “Living Mission: The Vision and Voices of New Fri-
ars” edited by Scott A. Bessenecker.

Rev. Ron Robinson is Executive Director of the national Unitarian
Universalist Christian Fellowship, and Executive Director of the Tulsa
Northside renewal organization, A Third Place Community Founda-
tion, a creation of the local missional community he planted there
called The Welcome Table. He is also Director of Ministerial Forma-
tion for Unitarian Universalists and adjunct faculty at Phillips Theo-
logical Seminary in Tulsa where he received his Master of Divinity
degree and now serves as president of the seminary alumni associ-
ation. He has been a hospice chaplain, an intern minister at All
Souls Church in Tulsa where he was ordained, and has served UU
churches in Bartlesville and in Tahlequah, OK, having planted the
Tahlequah church. He received the first Von Stilli Award by the
Southwest UU Conference for his church growth work, and he has
served on the District Board. Before entering the ministry, he was a
journalist and later taught writing and literature in college, and
among his own writing awards was a National Endowment For The
Arts fiction fellowship and Pirate’s Alley Faulkner Society Novella
Award.
BMOD: Cheryl Henry Music: Margaret Canavan
Greeter: Sandra Sullivan Facilitator: Cheryl Henry

Dr. Alan Griffin
“The End of the World”

With the approaching completion of the 5,000
year old Mayan calendar, some are calling it the end of

the world. Many dire predictions of the end of days
have been pronounced since the early days of human his-

tory. What is this all about?
Alan Griffin, Ph.D., retired psychologist, is a long time fan of his-

tory, politics, philosophy and the affairs of mankind. He joined the
Unitarian church at age 18.
BMOD: Billie Rinaldi Music: Tony DiNuzzo
Greeter: Claudia Maveety Facilitator: Rick Altemose

Ken R. Vincent, Ed.D.
“How the Magi Got To Be Kings, or What Are

Zoroastrian Priests Doing on My Christmas Card?”
The Magi at the birth of Jesus were priests of the

Zoroastrian religion which, at that time, was the dominant
religion in the Middle East. The Magi worshipped one God,

preached salvation by good works, and were expecting a Savior “from
the Nations.” We will explore how these priests evolved into kings
from early Christian art to the modern Christmas card.

Dr. Ken R. Vincent is a writer and religious experience researcher
who is retired from teaching psychology at Houston Community Col-
lege. Ken has more than 150 publications on the topics of psychol-
ogy and religion, including his book, THE MAGI: FROM ZOROAST-
ER TO THE “THREE WISE MEN.”
BMOD: Bets Anderson Music: Steve Hodgson and Pam Vincent
Greeter: Vickie Francil Facilitator: Mike Hennen

Join Us Online on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/#!/UUGalveston

The theme for our December services is “Peace”. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. said “I refuse to accept the view that
mankind is so tragically bound to the starless midnight of
racism and war that the bright daybreak of peace and
brotherhood can never become a reality . . . I believe that
unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final
word.” And John Lennon famously penned the words
“Imagine all the people living life in peace. You may say
I’m a dreamer, but I’m not the only one. I hope someday
you’ll join us, and the world will be as one.”

Join us this final month of 2012 for services as we keep
in mind our determined quest for peace in a troubled
world.

Continued on Page 23
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Provocative Film Series
Friday, December 7, 7 p.m.

502 Church Street, Galveston

Bring a friend and a snack to share.

GASLAND

2012 - 2013 UUFGC Board of Directors
President Cheryl Henry
President-Elect Susan Persons
Past-President Billie Rinaldi
Secretary Bets Anderson
Treasurer Stan Blazyk
Members at Large: Rick Altemose

Stephanie Nwadiei
Al Smith

Committees and Task Forces

Communications Madeleine Baker
Landscape John Hunger
Membership Maragaret Canavan
Program/Worship Mike Hennen
Religious Education Neil Huddleston
Supper Circles Judy Glaister
Social Action Mary Hodgson
Fundraising Chair Claudia Maveety
Administrative Team B. Anderson, M.Baker, 

M.Canavan, J.Glaister, & J. Rainey
Newsletter Jimmy Rainey
Webmaster Neil Huddleston

Alcoholics Anonymous Phoenix Group meets Sunday
& Wednesday at 8pm. Contact Robert G. for information at
409-392-7005.

Adult Forum meets Sundays at 9am (except potluck days)
to explore topics in religion, philosophy, history & politics.
Contact Neil Huddleston at (409)744-2369. 

Board of UUFGC meets the second Monday of each month
at 5:30pm. 

Book Club meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7
pm at the Fellowship. Contact Fanny DeGesero if you have
book suggestions. 

Book Sale monthly on second Saturday, 9am-2pm, at the
fellowship. All adult hardback books are $ 1.00, paper-
backs, $ 0.50. Children's hardback books are $ 0.50 and
paperbacks are $ 0.25.

Course in Miracles Study Group meets every Monday
at 11am. Contact Laura Murrell for info:
lauramurrell@att.net.
Newcomer’s Group Meets at 11:45 am on the second
Sunday of each montth

Dance Classes: Galveston Dance Club offers classes each
Tuesday & Thursday at 7 pm. Questions, visit www.galve-
stondanceclub.com or call Betty at 281-337-0441, or go to 

Program/Worship Committee meets the first Wednes-
day of each month at 6:00 pm, at a location to be deter-
mined each month. Join them or contact Mike Hennen if
you have a p rogram to suggest.

“Spirituality of Poker” will meet at 6:30pm, Sunday,
December 16, at a place yet to be determined. There is a
$20 buy-in, and is Dealer’s Choice. Everyone is invit- ed to
participate. Game Night is not currently held for lack of a
host (let us know if you'd like to host!).

The Other Games Night: will be starting up again on the
3rd Sunday of the month. Please let Judy Glaister know if
you would like to host a games night.

Social Action Committe meets the first Sunday of each
month after service and welcome s your ideas, energy and
enthusiasm. 

2013 Supper Circles: If you are thinking about the pos-
sibility of hosting a supper circle during 2013, contact Rick

Altemose at 409-996-1882.

Meditation: Zen  Island Fellowship meets every Monday
at 5:30pm, Contact Cara Geary (gcara@comcast.net) or
http://galvestonzen.org/ .

Spirit Circle meets at 6 pm on the second and fourth
Tuesdays of each month at the Fellowship. If you are inter-
ested in in finding out more about the Spirit Circle, please
contact Gerry Carr.

Fundraising Committee We are forming a fundraising
Committee. If anyone is interested in attending or serving,
please contact Claudia Maveety, Fundraising Chair.

Newcomers' Meeting Sunday, December 9, immediately
following the service. All are welcome at this meeting if you
are curious about Unitarian Universalism in general, want to
know more about this Fellowship, or are considering
becoming a member.

Have an open group meeting you’d like to list here?
Let us know and we’ll add it.

We were unable to show this as our November film because it didn’t arrive in time.
In May 2008, Josh Fox received a letter from a natural gas company offering

to lease his family’s land in Milanville, Pennsylvania for $100,000 to drill for gas.
Fox then set out to see how communities are being affected in the west where a nat-
ural gas drilling boom has been underway for the last decade. He spent time with
citizens in their homes and on their land as they relayed their stories of natural gas
drilling in Colorado, Wyoming, Utah and Texas, among others. He spoke with res-
idents who have experienced a variety of chronic health problems directly trace-
able to contamination of their air, of their water wells or of surface water. In some
instances, the residents are reporting that they obtained a court injunction or set-
tlement monies from gas companies to replace the affected water supplies with
potable water or water purification kits.

Provocative Film Series

GASLAND

Bring a friend and a snack to share.

Get Connected with UUFGC

The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in
the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander
(The New Press) has been selected as the 2012-
13 Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA)

Common Read. Alexander, an attorney who is a
civil rights advocate and litigator, asserts that
crime-fighting policies and systems in the U.S.,
such as the “war on drugs” and the incarceration

system, disproportionately and intentionally
affect Americans of color. She describes multi-
faceted, lifelong discrimination and disenfran-
chisement that affect people who are branded
“felon.”

In the era of colorblindness, it is no longer
socially permissible to use race, explicitly, as a
justification for discrimination, exclusion, and
social contempt. Yet, as legal star Michelle
Alexander reveals, today it is perfectly legal to
discriminate against convicted criminals in near-
ly all the ways that it was once legal to discrim-
inate against African Americans. Once you’re
labeled a felon, the old forms of discrimina-
tion—employment discrimination, housing dis-
crimination, denial of the right to vote, denial of
educational opportunity, denial of food stamps
and other public benefits, and exclusion from
jury service—are suddenly legal

Unitarian Universalist “Common Read”

Our Supper Circles have proven to be a popular and enjoyable way to allow members of the
Fellowship to get to know each other better in settings outside the Church. To meet the increas-
ing demand, we would like to expand the number of Circles to at least two per month, meeting
on different dates. Beginning in January, the Circles will be entirely potluck, with the host/host-
ess responsible only for providing the location and water/tea/coffee/cokes. The guests would
bring covered dishes and/or adult beverages. Additionally, the host will specify the maximum
number of guests he/she is comfortable with. Since there will be more than one Circle per month,
this number could be quite small.

Anybody with any interest in hosting a Circle anytime in 2013 is asked to contact Rick Alte-
mose by email (rick.altemose@gmail.com) or phone (409-996-1882) as soon as possible. Even
if you cannot commit to a specific date or even a specific month yet, please contact him now. We
need hosts and hostesses to make this work!

Changes to the Supper Circle Format/Call for Volunteer Hosts/hostesses

http://galvestonzen.org/
http://www.galvestondanceclub.com
http://www.galvestondanceclub.com


As we enter into the holiday sea-
son, I am filled with gratitude for all
that goes on in our Fellowship. 

If you were in church on Novem-
ber 11, you had the pleasure of hearing Beth Dana, the Ministerial
Intern from First Unitarian Universalist Church in San Antonio. After
her sermon on the importance of gratitude, Beth asked everyone to
write on red paper hearts something or someone they were thankful
for. As I posted each one of those hearts on our bulletin board this
morning, I read what people had written. And, I have to say, it was
heartwarming. “I’m grateful for my wonderful wife.” “I’m grateful
for this Fellowship.” “I’m thankful for this beautiful day!” “I’m
thankful for my friends who have stood by me through ups and
downs.” “I’m thankful for my dog Buster and the walk we had on the
Seawall this morning.” And on and on. I posted each one and smiled.
“I’m thankful for Judy for making me feel welcome.” “I’m thankful

for the program committee for having wonderful programs Sunday
after Sunday after Sunday.” “Thank you, Mom and Dad!” “I’m
thankful that we live in a democratic society.” “Thank you to all the
men and women who are in the armed servies!”

It was a little exercise with big results. Beth spoke to us about the
importance of thanking the people in our lives who have been there
for us, those friends and family members we love and may not thank
often enough. People were energized after the service, and I hope,
like me, they looked at everyday things a little differently during the
rest of the day. I hope we continue to thank the people in our lives
who are there for us and who provide love, support, encouragement,
challenge, and humor. It’s a good exercise to do every day. Thank
you, Beth!

I hope we can all remember to have grateful spirits as we approach
the frenzy of the holidays. The theme for December’s services is
peace. Expressing our gratitude for each other may be a good way to
ensure we are instruments of peace during this wonderful season. I
wish for all of you the happiest and most peaceful of holidays!

Peace and love,
Cheryl
Cheryl Henry, President

From TheFrom The
President  President

From The
 President
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Gratitude and Peace for the Holidays

Gerry Carr
“Moravian Love Feast”

This annual service celebrates the Christmas season
with carols, readings, candles and a traditional Mora-
vian Love Feast. This ritual is a shared communion of

rolls and sweet coffee, served by members of the congre-
gation. It is based upon the Agape feast and the meals of the early
churches described in the Bible in the Acts of the Apostles, which
were partaken in unity and love.

A Love feast seeks to strengthen the bonds and the spirit of har-
mony, goodwill, and congeniality, as well as to forgive past disputes
and instead love one another. Gerry Carr will lead this service with
the help of other members. She is a long time member of UUFGC.
BMOD: Susan Persons Music: UU String Band
Greeter: Alison Rutledge Facilitator: Susan Persons

Cheryl Henry 
“Are You an Instrument of Peace?”

How can we hope for peace in the world if we lack
peace in our own lives? Thomas Merton said: “A perva-
sive form of contemporary violence is activism and over-

work. The frenzy of our activity neutralizes our work for
peace. It destroys our own inner capacity for peace.” During this
service on the last Sunday of the year, Cheryl will offer why it’s
important for all of us – even UU’s– to remember the Sabbath.

Cheryl Henry retired in 2005 from a career in Organizational
Development; she has served on the UU Board since 2007 and is
currently President of the Board.
BMOD: Al Smith Music: Bunny Andrews
Greeter: Laura Murrell Facilitator: Mike Hennen

Continued from Page 1

UU News & Events
Book Sale: The UU Book Sale will be
held on Saturday, October 13, from 9 am
to 2 pm. Books are $1.00 for hardbacks
and $0.50 for paperbacks. Children’s
books are $0.50 for hardbacks, and
$0.25 for paperbacks.
Book Club: Will meet November 14 at 7
pm in the living room at the Fellowship to
discuss The Story of Little Girl by
Rachel Simon.
Bowlers: Have resumed working on bowls
for the 2013 Jesse Tree fundraiser and will
meet each week at 5 pm at the Fellowship.
Please check for availabilityshowing up.
Supper Circle: Anybody with any inter-
est in hosting a Circle anytime in 2013 is
asked to contact Rick Altemose by email
(rick.altemose@gmail.com) or phone
(409-996-1882) as soon as possible.
Even if you cannot commit to a specific
date or even a specific month yet, please
contact him now. We need hosts and
hostesses to make this work!
Supper Circle, Dec. 8, 6:30pm:  Susan
Baker and John Hunger are hosting a 2nd
December Supper Circle at their home
since Mardi Mitchell’s December Supper
Circle has been filled for some time.
There is no limit of participants for Susan
and John’s, and you may sign up on the
bulleting board in the Fellowship’s hall-
way. The date and time for both events
are the same.
“Spirituality of Poker” will meet at
6:30pm, Sunday, December 16, at a time
and place yet to be determined. There is
a $20 buy-in, games are Dealer’s Choice.
Newcomers are welcome and invited to
participate.

Newcomers' Meeting Sunday, Dec. 9
immediately following the service. All are
welcome at this meeting if you are curi-
ous about Unitarian Universalism in gen-
eral, want to know more about this Fel-
lowship, or are considering becoming a
member.

Other Game Night: The Other Games
Night will be starting up again on the 3rd
Sunday of the month. Please let Judy
Glaister know if you would like to host a
games night.

Online Advertising We are proud to
have an online presence in the Galveston
Daily News. You can link to our ad at
http://source.galvnews.com/index.lasso?
da=profile&id=951

Ingatherings are scheduled once a
quarter on the last Sunday of the month.
If you are not already a member, think
about accepting the joys and responsibil-
ities of membership in this Fellowship.
Please contact Margaret Canavan, Mem-
bership Chair, if you are interested in
becoming a member.

Photo - The Imagine Peace Tower in Ice-
land was lit by Yoko Ono on Oct. 9, 2007
as a memorial for her husband John
Lennon. The tower base has the words
“Imaine Peace” carved into it in 24 differ-
ent languages. Ono dedicated the tower
with the simple statement: “I hope the
IMAGINE PEACE TOWER will give light
to the strong wishes of World Peace from
all corners of the planet and give encour-
agement, inspiration and a sense of soli-
darity in a world now filled with fear and
confusion.

Galveston College Choir will offer a holiday concert on Sunday,
December 9 at 2pm, at Moody Methodist Church (53rd and U).
Admission is free and the program will include a variety of sacred and
secular pieces.  The choir is replete with UUs, including Bets Ander-
son, Bunny Andrews, Madeleine Baker, Margaret Canavan, Mary
Case, and John Hunger.

Come Support Fellow UUs

Holiday Choir Concert Set December 9
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Activities are held at the Fellowship unless otherwise noted.

5pm - Bowlers
8pm - AA

9am - Adult Forum
10:30am - Rev. Ron Robin-
son, “Incarnation”;
Children/Youth Religious
Education
12n - Social Action Committee
8pm - AA Phoenix Group

5:30pm -
Zen Meditation

7pm -
Dance Lessons

5pm - Bowlers

8pm - AA

7pm -
Dance Lessons

9am - 2pm -
Book Sale

9am - Adult Forum
11:45 - Newcomers Group
10:30am - Dr. Alan
Griffin,“The End of the
World”; Children/Youth Reli-
gious Ed.
11:45am - Welcoming Com-
mittee Meeting
8pm - AA Phoenix Group

5:30pm -
Zen Meditation

7pm -
Dance Lessons

7pm -
Dance Lessons

9am - Adult Forum
10:30am -Ken R. Vin-
cent, Ed.D, “How the
Magi got to be Kings, or What are
Zoroanstrian Priests dong on my
Christmas Card”;
Children/Youth Religious Ed.
11:45am - Welcoming Committee
Meeting
8pm - AA Phoenix Group

5:30pm -
Zen Meditation

Merry Christmas
And

Happy Holidays

5pm - Bowlers

8pm - AA

7pm -
Dance Lessons

5:30pm -
Zen Meditation

POTLUCK

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

9am - Adult Forum
10:30am - Gerry Carr, “Mora-
vian Love Feast”;
Children/Youth Religious Ed.
11:45a. - Newcomers
Meeting
630pm - Poker a a place TBD
8pm - AA Phoenix Group

9am - Adult Forum

10:30am - Cheryl Henry, “Are
You an Instrument of Peace?”
Children/Youth Religious
Education

8pm - AA Phoenix Group

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE!

5pm - Bowlers

7pm - Book Club

8pm - AA

5:30pm -
Board Meeting

5:30pm -
Zen Meditation

6-7:30 pm -
Spirit Circle

7pm -
Dance Lessons

7pm -
Dance Lessons

1pm -
Course in Miracles

7pm -
Provocative Film,

GasLand

Steve Townley 12/1
Laura McIntyre 12/3
Jacob E. Stallard 12/8
Vickie Francil 12/9

Dale Hogan 12/10
James L. White 12/11
Mary Case 12/17
Sharon Booton 12/23

Happy Birthday to:

1pm -
Course in Miracles

1pm -
Course in Miracles

1pm -
Course in Miracles
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Looking for a great volunteer activity? The Provocative Film Series Committee needs your help. If you like
movies and are interested in social action issues, we can use your input. The volunteer commitment is for a
three month period per year. Your task is to select the movies that will be shown the first Friday of each month
and to set up the films and refreshments. The other committee members are willing to help you screen your
selections should you want their input and will instruct you on setting up the equipment.  Committee members
assist with set-up and refreshments. Please contact Bev Frannea, bevfrannea@aol.com if you would like to vol-
unteer or need additional information.

Provocative Film Series Committee Needs Volunteers

The UUFGC Fellow-
ship has sent a dona-
tion of over $300 to
the Unitarian Church
of Staten Island for
recovery from hurri-
cane Sandy. Thank
you to all who con-
tributed!

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Offering nets $300
for Hurricane Aid

Take a look at our Kiva lender page!  It will show
you all of the 225 loans we have made using our
"revolving fund".   This microfinance group makes
loans to entrepreneurs in developing countries,
where a small loan goes a long way.
http://www.kiva.org/lender/unitarianuniver-
sali3384 

See How Our Kiva Loans
Are Helping People Worldwide


