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The theme for our July services is “Justice.” Is it one of those 

concepts that is hard to define, but we know it when we 

see it? Does our legal system do justice? Is justice fair 

and impartial, or can it have an agenda? Is it relative, 

depending on perspective? Is there any Universal 

Justice? How does it come into our relations with 

one another? Join us in July as our thoughts turn to 

this topic which can be loaded with emotion and controversy. 
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Join Us On Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston?fref=ts 

 

Adult Forum Group --   “The New Jim Crow” 

The Adult Forum Group will present key points 

from Michelle Alexander’s book, The New Jim 

Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness. 

The book has been called “stunning, explosive, invaluable 

and profoundly necessary.” The group plans to present a 

flavor of its impact. All UUs will want to know more about 

Alexander’s observations and may wish to become involved 

in a nationwide social movement as a result. Presenters 

include Bets Anderson, Madeleine Baker, Karen 

Brykczynski, Neil Huddleston, Laura Murrell, Steve 

Reubens, Sandra Sullivan, and Rudy Steury.  

BMOD:  Cheryl Henry Music:  Margaret Canavan 

Greeter: Bets Anderson Facilitator:  Bets Anderson 

 

Laura Murrell – “Nickeled and Dimed in Galveston” 

Many Galvestonians work full time and more to try 

to take care of their families, but cannot because they 

are paid the minimum wage and often get only part-time 

work at that rate. As people of faith we need to understand 

the issue and some of the controversy surrounding it, to see 

it there are ways we can perhaps address some solutions to 

this problem in our community. Laura L. Murrell is a 

Kentuckian and an attorney. She was chairman of the 

Kentucky Public Service Commission and after not being 

reappointed, she went to work for energy marketing 

companies. In 1993, when her company was acquired by 

Tenneco in Houston, she agreed to the transfer because she 

could live on the beach – at least on weekends. She has 

been here ever since and a member of this congregation for 

much of that time. 

BMOD: Susan Person Music:  Pam Vincent, Steve Hodgson 

Greeter:  Mardi Mitchell Facilitator: Rick Altemose 

 

Al Smith – “Same-sex Marriage is not a Civil Right” 

A gay marriage advocate in Boston explained to a 

radio reporter that marriage is a civil matter, not a 

church affair. Those who want church weddings can have 

them, but marriage is a matter of civil law. And since it is 

unconstitutional to deny equal civil rights to citizens, it is 

unconstitutional to deny homosexual couples the right to marry. 

Al Smith serves on the Fellowship’s Board of Directors and 

co-chairs the Fellowship’s Welcoming Congregation 

Committee.  

BMOD: Stan Blazyk  Music: Tony DiNuzzo 

Greeter: Mardi Mitchell Facilitator:  Sandra Sullivan 
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 We welcome the full range of human diversity, that is, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity. 
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Tony Lorenzen – “I Wouldn’t Say This If I Were 

Not Your Friend:”        Friends as Prophets” 

Rev. Tony Lorenzen will preach the good news of 

friendship. His first Sunday begins begins a three-sermon 

series (continued on August 18 and September 22) on “The 

Spirituality of Friendship.” He begins by discussing 

friendship as a spiritual practice; introducing three ways 

friends function in our spiritual lives and taking a close look 

at one of them – Friends as Prophets – people who can tell 

us what we need to see and hear, not just what we want to 

see and hear. Tony Lorenzen is a UU Minister, spiritual 

 

director, and free-range builder of beloved community. 

Most recently the Director of Family Ministries at First 

Parish Church in Weston, MA, he has pastored churches in 

Massachusetts and Texas. He loves working with others to 

increase the awesome in the world, which he has done by 

being a classroom teacher, a pastor, a candidate for political 

office, a human rights activist, and a farmers-market 

organizer. He blogs on topics related to mission and liberal 

religion at www.sunflowerchalice.com. Tony is also the 

father of a teenager and is a huge Boston Red Sox fan. 

BMOD: Al Smith Music: Bunny Andrews 

Greeter: John Hunger Facilitator: Margaret Canavan 
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Get Connected At UUFGC 
Alcoholics Anonymous Phoenix Group meets Sunday & Wednesday at 8pm. Contact Robert G. for information at 409-392-7005. For information about 

Alcoholics Anonymous in your community, schools, churches, law enforcement training and judicial system call the Public Information Committee hotline.  

In Galveston County call 409-877-1674.  We have members available to bring information to your organization so that you might recognize and possible 

refer someone with a drinking problem. 

Adult Forum Is on vacation until the first Sunday in September. After that, the forum will resume regular meetings on Sundays at 9am (except potluck 

days) to explore topics in religion, philosophy, history & politics. Contact Neil Huddleston at (409)744-2369. 

Board of UUFGC meets the second Monday of each month at 5:30pm. 

Book Club meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7 pm at the Fellowship. Contact Fanny DeGesero if you have book suggestions. 

Book Sale monthly on second Saturday, 9am-2pm, at the fellowship. All adult hardback books are $ 1.00, paperbacks, $ 0.50. Children’s hardback books 

are $ 0.50 and paperbacks are $ 0.25. Your book donations are tax-deductible, just ask for a receipt. 

Course in Miracles Study Group meets every Monday at 11 am. Contact Laura Murrell for info: lauramurrell@att.net. 

Dance Classes: Galveston Dance Club offers classes each Tuesday & Thursday a t 7 pm. Questions, visit www.galvestondanceclub.com or call Betty at 

281-337-0441. 

Fundraising Committee is now under the leadership of Claudia Maveety. Please contact her if you have ideas or would like to help out. 

Meditation: Zen Island Fellowship meets every Monday at 5:30pm, Contact Cara Geary (gcara@comcast.net) or http://galvestonzen.org/ 

Potluck Lunch happens on the last Sunday of each month following the service. Bring the dish of your choice, but if you can’t for some reason there 

always seems to be enough food.  Everyone is welcome. 

Program/Worship Committee meets the first Wednesday of each month a t 6:00 pm, a t a location to be determined each month. Join them or contact Mike 

Hennen if you have a program or speaker to suggest. 

Provocative Film Series shows films with social import on the first Friday of each month. Admission is free. 

“Spirituality of Poker” meets monthly on the third Sunday at a member’s home, generally at 6:30pm. There is a $20 buy-in, and is Dealer’s Choice (games 

depend on size of attendance, often we must play Texas Hold-Em or Omaha and we’ll be happy to teach you if you don’t know the games). Everyone is 

invited to participate. We generally bring snacks and beverages. 

The Other Games Night: have begun again, and are also being held on the3rd Sunday of the month. Please let Judy Glaister know if you would like to host 

a games night or even participate. 

Social Action Committee: meets the first Sunday of each month after service and welcomes your ideas, energy and enthusiasm. This group plans our 

monthly Compassionate Collections, organizes the Empty Bowls process and event, and plans for our participation in Martin Luther King and Juneteenth 

parades. 

Spirit Circle: meets at 6 p m on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month at the Fellowship. If you are interested in in finding out more about the 

Spirit Circle, please contact Gerry Carr. 

Supper Circles: If you are thinking about the possibility of hosting a supper circle during 2013, contact Rick Altemose at 409-996-1882. 

Newcomers’ Meeting: meets the second Sunday of each month at 11:45, immediately following the service. All are welcome at these meetings, if you are 

curious about Unitarian Universalism in general, want to know more about this Fellowship, or are considering becoming a member. Questions, contact 

Membership Chair Margaret Canavan. 

Have an open group meeting you’d like to list here? Let us know and we’ll add it. 

 

 

http://www.sunflowerchalice.com/
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Book Sale: The UUBook Sale will be held on Saturday, August 3, from 9 am to noon. Books are $1.00 for 
hardbacks and $0.50 for paperbacks. Children’s books are $0.50 for hardbacks, and $0.25 for 
paperbacks. 

Book Club:  Will meet Wednesday, August 7 at 7 pm in the living room at the Fellowship All are welcome 
to participate in this discussion.  The upcoming selections is “The Great Gatsby”  

Bowlers: Meet every Wednesday at 5 pm. All are welcome, but if you haven’t been a regular part of this 
group, please contact Madeleine Baker, Bev or John Frannea before attending, just because space is 
sometimes limited. No prior experience or creativity is necessary, just a willingness to learn and 
experience the fun. 

Supper Circle: Sign-up sheets for upcoming Supper Circles are now posted on the bulletin board in the 
entrance hall. There are two different Circles each month. Hosts are needed for August and each month 
thereafter. Please sign up for only one per month. On the same bulletin board are also sign-up sheets for 
people who are willing to host a Circle in the upcoming months. The host provides the home for the 
supper, but is not responsible for preparing the main entrée. 

“Spirituality of Poker:” will meet on, Sunday, July 21 at a place TBD. There is a $20 buy-in, games are 
Dealer‘sChoice. Newcomers are welcome and invited to participate. 

Other Game Night: The Other Games Night has started up again on the 3rd Sunday of the month. Please 
let Judy Glaister know if you would like to host a games night. 

Newcomers’ Meeting: "Newcomers" meeting will be immediately after service on Sunday, July 14. Please 
attend if you are interested in learning more about our Fellowship, and especially if you would like to be 
part of the Ingathering of new members on Sunday, July 28. 

 Online Advertising: We are proud to have an online presence inthe Galveston Daily News. You can link 
to our ad athttp://source.galvnews.com/index.lasso?da=profile&id=951 

 

UU News & Events 

“Does your congregation, does our shared faith, have a claim on you? 

Does belonging to a Unitarian Universalist congregation require anything 

of you?” 

I began a workshop with those questions. The room went silent. 

After some fidgeting, one person offered, “Couldn’t we say 

‘recommends?’ ‘Claim’ is … well so demanding.” 

This was a room full of committed Unitarian Universalists. Yet, they 

squirmed at the notion belonging to a free church meant they had obligations — 

even though they were there committing a whole day to reflect on how to 

strengthen their ministries. 

My answer: “If your congregation, if our faith does not make a claim on your time, talent, and treasure, then why bother? If 

we are to make a difference in people’s lives, we need to be upfront that ministry requires an investment of heart, soul, and 

resources.” 

Summer is often a time for congregational leaders to take stock of things. This is a good thing, essential before you begin 

planning your next program year. The question brings us back to our promises. Did we fulfill our expectations? Did we deliver what 

the budget said we would? Have we made any difference beyond our doors? Are we growing as a people? As a congregation? 

Too often, the question of performance review is put only to paid staff. However, it should be put to all members. Have 

you been faithful and are we more full of faith than previously? 

The Free Church expects people to grow spiritually. Yet, too many get stuck in the “I don’t believe…” phase of spiritual 

deconstruction. They remain focused on rejecting and not tolerating anything with which they disagree. This leads to a 

creeping creedalism that breaks the promise that there shall be no test of right belief in our congregations. 

We are here to grow souls. This is a demand, a claim: “Thou shall not hold endlessly to a negative attitude.” 

At the center of our ministry assessments, we should ask: What are we for? To what are we committed? What do we promise? Are 

we growing souls and bringing more love and justice into being, among ourselves and in the larger society?  

That’s what we say we want to do. It is a promise that makes a claim ourselves, on each other, on our leadership. So, how are you 

doing? 

Rev. Kenneth G. Hurto is the Lead Congregational Life Consultant for the UUA Southern Region. 

  

Promises, Promises… 

UU News & Events 

 Welcoming Congregation News: 

Progress is being made, but we have 

a long way to go.  

In May, the Boy Scouts of America 

decided to accept openly gay scouts, 

starting next year. Over 60% of scout 

leaders were in favor. Two of the 

largest sponsors of scouting - the 

Mormons and the United Methodists-

indicated that they would not obstruct 

the new policy, but the decision has 

split the membership. 

Richard Land of the Southern 

Baptist Convention stated “I can't 

imagine a Southern Baptist minister 

who would continue to allow his 

church to sponsor a Boy Scout troop 

under these new rules.” 

 

In France, two men became the first 

couple to wed under the recently 

passed same-sex marriage bill. The 
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After a busy week of preparation, a great time was had by all 

at our sale! We had a marvelous supply of donations and 

shoppers and netted over $2600 for the Fellowship coffers. 

All remainders were picked up by the Resource and Crisis 

Center for their clients and resale shops. The transformation of 

our sanctuary into a thrift shop, and back again, in such a short 

period of time is nothing short of amazing. 

The contributions of our members and friends, in "things", 

time, and purchases was overwhelming. Many, many thanks to 

everyone who helped out! Judy Glaister, Sandra Sullivan, 

Cheryl Henry and Bets Anderson have been permanently 

deputized as First Lieutenants by Fearless Leader Margaret 

Canavan. 

This year we offer special gratitude to Karen Brandt and 

Donna Siedow of Past Perfect Antiques on Postoffice Street 

(and who also do estate and moving sales), who generously 

came and organized and priced for us and made the place the  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

look FABULOUS and inviting. Also many thanks to our 

friend Margaret Doran for helping with pricing, and to 

wonderful Holly and Scott of Antique Warehouse who 

arrived with a small truckload of great stuff! 

It is good to have it behind us, but of course we are already 

planning ahead. If you have ideas or suggestions regarding 

NEXT YEAR's sale, please let Margaret know. 

 

2013 – 2014 UUFGC Board of Directors 
President: Susan Persons 

Past President: Cheryl Henry 

President-elect:  John Vanderpool 

Treasurer: Stan Blazyk 

Secretary: Judy Glaister 

At-Large Members: Al Smith 

 Martha Terrill 

 Steve Townley 

ATTIC 

 

 

 

This is my do-over year as your 

president.  

My last term was in 2008 and much 

was spent in coping with effects of 

Ike. The fellowship hardly missed a 

beat in continuing to meet even 

without electricity. I drove down from 

Sugarland where my temporary 

housing was. Others came from 

wherever. The rest of that year, as a 

group, we supported each other as we 

rebuilt homes and carried on the 

business of the UU. 

July 8 was the first board meeting 

with Cheryl Henry (very hard to 

follow, by the way) as past president , 

John Vanderpool as president elect, 

 

 

Call me 713-504-2030 or e-mail 

susanpersons@comcast.net 

 

 

 

Stan Blazk as treasurer, Judy Glaister 

as secretary, Martha Terrill at large, 

Al Smith at large and Steve Townley 

at large. What a thrill for me to work 

with such a group. 

This UU fellowship is my people, 

my tribe. It is one of the reasons I 

thrive here. It’s amazing group of 

dedicated volunteers. When I put 

together the list of committees, tasks 

forces in preparation for this year, it 

grew and grew! 

So let’s have a great do-over year. 

Call me 713-504-2030 or e-mail 

susanpersons@comcast.net 

Love, 

Susan 

 

From The President… 

Do-Over-Year… 

Person Familiar With Word or 

InDesign needed for newsletter 

It is with deep regret that after three years 

of serving this fellowship as the newsletter 

editor that we are in need of a replacement. 

Due to ongoing medical trouble which I 

had hoped would be cleared up by now, I 

can no longer shoulder the burden of this 

monthly newsletter. And it’s not just this 

newsletter my condition is affecting, but it 

is forcing me to give up my work-from-

home job I’ve had for about four years and 

focus all of my attention on getting well 

and staying at home to care for my two 

toddler daughters. 

I will be available to work with whoever 

takes on this role, unless you are 

comfortable enough with the design 

programs, and you can do it without me. 

Jimmy Rainey, Newsletter Editor 

TREASURES 
SALE 

Attic Treasures Raises More 

Than $2,600 For Fellowship 

Committees and Task Forces 
Communications  Madeleine Baker 

Landscape  John Hunger 

Membership Chair  Margaret Canavan 

Program/Worship  Mike Hennen 

Religious Education  Neil Huddleston 

Supper Circles  Rick Altemose 

Social Acton  Mary Hodgson 

Fundraising Chair Claudia Maveety 

Administrative Team  B. Anderson, M. Baker, 

 M. Canavan J. Glaister & J. Rainey 

Newsletter  Jimmy Rainey 

Webmaster Neil Huddleston 
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 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

. 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

. 28 29 30 31 

.        

Fanny DeGesero 7/2 

Beverly Vanderpool 7/3 

Sharon Corbin 7/11 

Shirley Hollingsworth 7/13 

Tony DiNuzzo 7/17 

Karen Brykczynski 7/18 

Claudia Maveety 7/23 

Elizabeth ("Bets") Anderson 7/24 

Pam Vincent  7/24 

Karla Klay 7/26 

Eleanor Porter 7/30 

Pete Olsen 7/31 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: From the Membership Chair:  
"Newcomers" meeting will be immediately after 

service on Sunday, July 14. Please attend if you are 

interested in learning more about our Fellowship, and 

especially if you would like to be part of the 

Ingathering of new members on Sunday, July 28. 

 

Attention Members:  if you have misplaced your 

name tag, we'll be happy to make you a new 

one.  Just let us know. 

9am Adult Forum 

10:30am Adult 

Forum, “The New Jim 

Crow” 

Children/Youth 

Religious Education 

8pm AA Phoenix 

9am Adult Forum 

10:30am Laura 
Murrell, “Nickled and 
Dimed in Galveston” 

Children/Youth 
Religious Education 

Newcomers meet 
following the service 

8pm AA Phoenix 

9am Adult Forum 

10:30am Al Smith, 
“Same-Sex Marriage 
Is Not A Civil Right” 

Children/Youth 
Religious Education 

6:30pm Spirituaity 
of Poker,Site TBD 

8pm AA Phoenix 

POTLUCK 
INGATHERING 

10:30am Tony 
Lorenzen, “I Would 
Not Say This If I Were 
Not Your Friend” 

Children/Youth 
Religious Education 

8pm AA Phoenix 

9am – Noon 

Book Sale 

6pm 
Spirit Circle 

7pm 

Dance Lessons 

9am – Noon 

Book Sale 

7pm 
Dance Lessons 

 

11am 
Course in Miracles 

5:30pm 
Zen Meditation 

11am 
Course in Miracles 

5:30pm 
Board Meeting 

5:30pm 
Zen Meditation 

11am 
Course in Miracles 

5:30pm 
Zen Meditation 

11am 
Course in Miracles 

5:30pm 
Zen Meditation 

11am 
Course in Miracles 

5:30pm 
Zen Meditation 

6pm 
Spirit Circle 

7pm 

Dance Lessons 

6pm 
Spirit Circle 

7pm 

Dance Lessons 

6pm 
Spirit Circle 

7pm 

Dance Lessons 

6pm 
Spirit Circle 

7pm 

Dance Lessons 

5pm 
Bowlers 

5:30pm 
Program Committee 

8pm 
AA 

5pm 
Bowlers 

7pm 
Book Club 

8pm 
AA 

5pm 
Bowlers 

8pm 
AA 

5p

m 
Bowlers 

8pm 
AA 

 5pm 
Bowlers 

8pm 
AA 

5p

m 
Bowlers 

8pm 
AA 

 5pm 
Bowlers 

8pm 
AA 

7pm 
Dance Lessons 

7pm 
Dance Lessons 

7pm 
Dance Lessons 


