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The theme for our September programs is “Inspiration.”  The definition of inspiration is “the act of breath-
ing in” — breathing in life, spirit, beauty, joy, creativity.  Join us in September as we explore what sources 

inspiration in each of us.  What or who lights the flame within you?  What makes you come alive?   

 
September 7, 2014    Elizabeth “Bets” Anderson, DrPH“:  Animals in Our Lives” 

This program will provide an overview of human-animal relationships with an emphasis on health benefits. Pets 
and other animals in our lives underscore why we must practice “respect for the interdependent web of exist-
ence of which we are a part.” Bets is a long time member and past president of this Fellowship. 

BMOD: Steve Townley Facilitator: Bets Anderson    Greeter: Fanny DeGesero         Concierge: TBA Music: Margaret Canavan  

September 14, 2014    Dorothy Treviño, PhD:  “Water Ceremony“  
Many Unitarian Universalist congregations around the country follow an annual tradition in early September 
called the water ceremony.  The water ceremony has become a ritual in our fellowship to mark the end of sum-
mer and the beginning of the church year. During this service, you will be invited to add water to a common bowl 
and share personal experiences. You may bring water saved from travels, water from your home or use water 
provided as a symbol. Dorothy Treviño is a psychotherapist and social worker who retired from UTMB’s Dept. of 
Family Medicine faculty where she was Director of Behavioral Medicine. 

BMOD: Stan Blazyk Facilitator: Dorothy Trevino          Greeter: Cheryl Henry       Concierge: Judy Glaister Music: Tony DiNuzzo  

September 21, 2014    Rabbi Jimmy Kessler - “Inspiration” 
 (please note, the program originally scheduled by Dr. April DeConick has been reschedule for November) 
Rabbi Jimmy Kessler, one of the best known members of the Galveston community, is retiring from his duties at 
Congregation B'nai Israel. He served five years at B'nai Israel beginning in 1976. After some time away, he re-
turned in 1989 and has been the congregation's rabbi since then. 

BMOD: John Vanderpool Facilitator: Cheryl Henry              Greeter: Linda  Price           Concierge: Carlos Price Music: Bunny A. DiNuzzo 

September 28, 2014    Alan Griffin, PhD:  “The Importance of One Vote” 
Dr. Alan Griffin first joined the Unitarian Church in Dallas at age 18.  That's also when he became a political activ-
ist, even before he was old enough to vote.  "Just one vote" focuses on how a slim margin can make all the differ-
ence in deciding the outcomes of who runs our political system.  

BMOD: Judy Glaister  Facilitator: Alison Rutledge        Greeter: Mardi Mitchell          Concierge:Wendy Baker Music: Idalia Avezuela 

 
 

 At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by a spark from another person.  
Each of us has cause to think with deep gratitude of those who have lighted the flame within us.  

-Albert Schweitzer 

UU Galvest   n Gazette 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Galveston County                                 September 2014  

502 Church Street, Galveston, Texas 77550-5502                   409.765 8330   Online at uugalveston.org 

We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity .  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k the truth in love, and to help one another. 
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From the President… 

The Value of an Extended Family  

Wonderful gifts of loving companionship greet us at the 
door of our Fellowship each Sunday morning.  There, dear 
friends, new members, and first-time visitors await us.  
Some to hug and share news, some to gain new and ex-
citing information, some to share joys and sorrows,  and 
everyone to experience the joys of friendship and the satis-
factions of visiting and sharing. 

What a gift!  A gift that’s repeated every Sunday during our 
worship when we say our affirmation:  “Love is the spirit of 
this church and service is its gift. This is our great covenant:  
to dwell together in peace, to seek the truth in love, and to 
help one another.” 

Time was when many families were extended families.  We 
shared our stories and our lives.  Moms, dads, babies, cous-
ins, children, uncles, aunts, grandmothers, grandfathers, 
adopted friends, and, of course, a few strangers would 
come together to visit and talk, to share food, to share bur-
dens and give care.   

For most people, that time is now gone.  Our families may 
consist of mom and a dad or a step-mom or step-dad, or 
perhaps only one mom or one dad.  Our babies and chil-
dren may be with us for a while, but when they grow up, 
they often move away.  Even if our family remains intact 
for a while, there are so many forces that keep us separat-
ed.  Busy work schedules, modern technology, neighbors 
that stay in their homes, and all sorts of errands and activi-
ties.     

But guess what?  Now, you’ve a church that can be an in-
valuable extended family for you.  So welcome home! 
 

John Vanderpool 

2014 - 2015 
Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

President John Vanderpool 
Past President Susan Persons 
President-elect Mary Case 
Treasurer Stan Blazyk 
Secretary Judy Glaister 
At-large members Al Smith 
 Martha Terrill 
 Steve Townley  

 
 

Committees and Task Forces 

Caring Carol Lobb/Mitch Philpot 
Communications Madeleine Baker 
Gardening Al Smith 
Membership Margaret Canavan 
Program/Worship Mary Case 
Religious Education Neil Huddleston 
Supper Circles Martha Terrill 
Social Action Bets Anderson 

 

 

Administration 

Administrator Betty Winters 
Newsletter Editors Mary Case/Margaret Canavan 
Webmaster Neil Huddleston 
“C-Team”:   Bets Anderson, Carey Battle,  
   Margaret Canavan, Mary Case, Judy Glaister,  
   Carol Lobb,  

Hospice Care Team, Inc. is the September recipient of our 
Compassionate Offering.  The HCT is a not for profit commu-
nity based, and community supported organization serving 
residents in Galveston and Brazoria counties. The hospice 
team specializes in providing health care services for people 
with a terminal illness and support for the patient's loved 
ones. These highly qualified professionals focus on meeting 
the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of the patients 
and families who are coping with a life-limiting illness that is 
no longer responding to aggressive curative therapies.  

The goal of hospice care is to allow the patient and family to 
direct the palliative or comfort care. They, along with their 
own physician and the expert team of hospice nurses, social 
workers, home health aides, spiritual advisors and trained 
volunteers participate in the person's care. The team focuses 
on providing comfort and pain relief helping each person to 
live as fully as possible. 

More information about the HCT can be found on their web-
site, www.hospicecareteam.org. 

C o m p a s s i o n a t e  O f f e r i n g s  

Don’t ask yourself what the world 
needs, ask yourself what makes you 
come alive. And then go and do 
that.  Because what the world needs 
is people who are alive. 

— Howard Thumanices.   
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A Place Where We Build Community  

Each Sunday (except the last Sunday of the month when we 
have potluck lunch) prior to our regular service, a group 
meets at 9:00 am in what’s called the “Adult Forum.” It is a 
small group meeting open to all to share interests and dis-
cuss books, sometimes provocative and often challenging. 
For instance, over the past year we have read Michelle Alex-
ander’s book, The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the 
Age of Colorblindness, the Dalai Lama’s Beyond Religion: 
Ethics for a Whole World, Elizabeth Warren’s Fighting 
Chance and we are currently reading Start Where You Are: 
A Guide to Compassionate Living by Pema Chodron. This 
last book discussion, like the Dalai Lama’s, is led by Terry 
Conrad, a local Buddhist practitioner and favorite speaker at 
our Fellowship  

Living Wages for Galveston Workers 

Gulf Coast Interfaith is attempting to secure a living wage 
for low wage workers in Galveston. They are now the sec-
ond annual  Galveston Living Wage Conference, to be held 
Monday September 29th, from 6:30-8:00 in the auditorium 
at St. Patrick Catholic Church. 

If you would like to participate in this effort, contact infor-
mation is included on their website. Our own Laura Murrell 
has been active with this group and can provide infor-
mation. 

Hawes Family Update (from Teri) 

(Note: The Hawes family moved to Indiana in 2005.) Kelly 
has been named Managing Editor of the Regional Design 
Center for CNHI, the parent company of the Logansport 
newspaper. He is based in Anderson, Indiana, which is his 
hometown, and is in the building where his mother was an 
editor for years. He loves being closer to his father and 
brother who still live in Anderson.  

Jake is a sophomore at Purdue and has decided he is going 
to save this planet, rather than Mars. He has changed his 
major to Ecological/Environmental Engineering. I blame/
credit his early association with so many UU's for this recent 
development. He is about as green as a 19 year old can get! 
He interned this summer in the engineering department of a 
local plant, and took summer school as well. He is still amaz-
ing us with his grades and community service efforts.  

I have been busy getting ready for the move. We still own 
our historic property in Logansport so will be back here to 
visit often. Our new home is very different - only 5 years old 
and in a new development near the interstate. We're less 
than an hour away from Indy, and close to many of our old 
friends here. Life is good in Indiana, but we sure miss our 
UUFGC family. Our new address is 6515 Schell Lane, Ander-
son, IN 46013. Much love to all!  

Game Night Moves to Second Friday  
Because another game night for several members is on the 
first Friday of the month, Game Night will be the second Fri-
day of each month beginning in September. 

Games will begin at 6:30 and end by 9:00. We will have on 
hand the following games, but you are invited to bring oth-
ers if you wish:  Mah Jongg,  Backgammon, Mexican Train, 
Uno, Balderdash, Yahtzee, Contagion, Monopoly, Trivial 
Pursuit, Charades, Green Apple/Red Apple, and Scrabble.  

Everyone is invited to come and play and to bring refresh-
ments to share.  

Report from Claudia Maveety 

I'm having a great time in San Miguel. Every time I walk out 
of the front gate and into the colonial era street, I gasp with 
delight at being in Mexico. Studying Spanish 3 times/wk with 
a San Miguel native and studying every day holds the prom-
ise of being able to converse with everyone I see. At present 
I'm relying on Survival Spanish+ to do errands, ask direc-
tions, catch the right bus, and shop the market. Some days 
are greater challenges than others, but they're all fun. I'm 
sooooooooooo glad I did this!  

Attic Treasures set for March 14 

The 2015 Attic Treasures Sale/Fundraiser will be held Satur-
day, March14, with the “early bird” sale the evening before. 
This change is being made because it was difficult to find a 
date in June that did not conflict with other events that UUs 
attend.  We originally had the sale in April, but the Empty 
Bowls event has settled in that month. So we hope March 
will work for most of us. It’s never too early to start de-
cluttering your home and setting things aside for the sale. It 
is the only fundraiser we do each year for UUFGC. 

Membership Directories are Available  

Membership directories have been printed and are ready 
for members to pick up at the Fellowship. If you have not 
received yours, there is one waiting for you with your name 
on it! In addition to contact information for our members, 
the directory includes other information such as UUFGC by-
laws and history, and other useful facts about UUFGC and 
UUA. Of course current information is always available to 
members on the UU website http://uugalveston.org, in the 
“membership resources” section.  

Book Sale 

Michael Jozwiak has taken on the task of organizing the 
monthly book sale each second Saturday. He will appreciate 
assistance! He does ask that donations be books in good 
clean condition, and no magazines please. Donations and 
purchases can happen anytime the building is open. 
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Alcoholics Anonymous Phoenix Group: meets Sunday & 
Wednesday at 8pm. Contact Robert G. for information at 

409-392-7005.  

Adult Forum: Sundays at 9am (except potluck days) to explore 
topics in religion, philosophy, history & politics. Contact Neil 
Huddleston at (409)744-2369. This is open to all so feel 

free to attend. 

Board of UUFGC: meets the second Monday of each month at 

5:30pm. Members are welcome to attend. 

Book Club: meets the second Wednesday of each month at 7 
pm at the Fellowship. Contact Fanny DeGesero if you have 

book suggestions. 

Book Sale: monthly on second Saturday, 9am-2pm, at the 
fellowship. All adult hardback books are $1, paperbacks, 
50¢. Your book donations are tax-deductible, just ask for a 
receipt. Books can be purchased anytime on the "honor 

system";  a payment piggybank is available.  

“Bowlers”: This group meets weekly to create pottery bowls for 
the annual fundraiser for Jesse Tree, a local social service 
organization. They meet each Wednesday from 5-7pm and 
you do not need to be an experienced potter to participate. 
Questions, contact Madeleine Baker 

(madbaker3124@gmail.com). 

Caring Committee: is coordinated by Carol Lobb and Mitch 
Philpot, with the goal of identifying those who may need 
assistance, encouragement or support of some type. Of 
course they need our help to do this important work. Please 
contact them if you have ideas or information, or wish to 

help out. 

Course in Miracles Study Group: meets every Monday at 11 

am. Contact Laura Murrell for info: lauramurrell@att.net. 

 

 

Potluck Lunch: happens on the last Sunday of each month 
following the service. Bring the dish of your choice, but if you 
can’t for some reason there always seems to be enough 

food.  Everyone is welcome. 

Program/Worship Committee: meets the first Wednesday of 
each month at 6:00 pm, at the Fellowship. Join them if you 

have a program or speaker to suggest. 

The Games We Play: The second Friday of each month from 
6:30—9 PM the Social Action Committee invites everyone to 
come play.  A variety of games are available, refreshments 

are potluck.   

“Spirituality of Poker”: meets monthly on the third Sunday at 
a member’s home, generally at 6:30pm. There is a $20 buy-
in, and is Dealer’s Choice (games depend on size of attend-
ance, we’ll teach you if you don’t know the games). Every-
one is invited to participate. We generally bring snacks and 

beverages. 

Social Action Committee: welcomes your ideas, energy and 
enthusiasm. This group plans our monthly Compassionate 
Collections, Provocative Films, organizes the Empty Bowls 
creation and event, and plans for our participation in Martin 

Luther King and Juneteenth parades. 

Supper Circles: These are monthly potluck dinners held in 
members’ homes. Upcoming events are posted on the bulle-
tin board in the foyer and you may sign up to attend. If you 
have questions or would like to host a dinner contact Martha 

Terrill . 

Newcomers’ Meeting: meets the second Sunday of each 
month right after  the service. All are welcome at these 
meetings, if you are curious about Unitarian Universalism in 
general, this Fellowship, or  becoming a member. Ques-

tions, contact Membership Chair Margaret Canavan. 

How to Get Connected at UU Galveston  

Have an open group meeting you’d like to list here? Let us know and we’ll add it! 

UUs Have Work  in Art League Show 

Congratulations to Jeff Narron who was awarded first place in 
the photography division of the Galveston Art League’s fall juried 
show for his piece “Casa Grande Breaking Through “. Jeff also 
had another photograph accepted. Mitch Philpot and Margaret  
Canavan were also pleased to have pieces accepted into the 
show. The exhibit will be on view in the Art League Gallery 
through September 28. Hours and Thursday-Sunday noon to 
6pm. The entire show will be viewable online soon on the GAL 
website,  http://www.galvestonartleague.com/, in the “Juried 
Shows” tab. 

http://www.galvestonartleague.com/
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Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

September 2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wedesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

 

Labor Day 

2 
 

3 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA  Phoe-

nix Group 

4 
 

5 

 

6 
 

7 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30 Bets Anderson, 

“Animals in Our Lives”; 

Children’s Religious Edu-

cation 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

8 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

5:15pm Board 

Meeting 

 

9 
 

10 
5pm Bowlers 

7pm  Book Club 

discuses Team 

of Rivals 

8pm  AA  Phoe-

nix Group 

11 
 

12 
6:30pm 

Game Night 

13 
9am -2pm Book 

Sale 

14 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30 Dorothy Treviño, 

“Water Ceremony“; 

Children’s Religious Edu-

cation 

12n “Newcomers” meeting 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

15 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

 

16 
 

17 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA  Phoe-

nix Group 

18 
 

19 

 

20   

 

21 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30 April DeConick, 

“Taizé the UU Way”; 

Children’s Religious 

Education 

6:30 Poker @  Townley’s 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

22 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

 

23 
 

24 
5pm Bowlers 

8pm  AA  Phoe-

nix Group 

25 
 

26 27 

28 
 

10:30 Alan Griffin“The 

Importance of One 

Vote”; Children’s Reli-

gious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

29 30     

at UU Galveston 

Potluck Today Happy Birthday to  
Kat Joel-Reich 9/1 Monica Killingsworth  9/8 

Martha Terrill 9/10 John E. Hunger 9/16 

Billie Rinaldi 9/16 David Bowers  9/23 

Doris Lee 9/23 Corinne Higbee 9/28 

Steve Reubens 9/30 Doug Wind 9/30 


