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The theme for our August programs is "Hospitality." 
Hospitality is a sustained commitment to the belief that the way we treat one another day by day matters deep-

ly.  How do you practice hospitality in your life?  How do you treat people who look and think differently than 
you?  When has hospitality been extended to you and made a difference in the quality of your life?   What gives 

hospitality its religious dimension?  Join us as we explore this topic during the month of August. 
"Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares." Hebrews 13:2. 

August 2: A.J. Price, “Ye Heavenly Host…” 
“Hospitality” often refers to an economic sector, an industry where young people may find careers accommodating the travel, 
dining, lodging, & entertainment needs of the affluent other. But historically “hospitality” (and especially the lack thereof) had 
serious spiritual consequences. Openly receiving strangers with generosity and respect is a virtue worth examining and rein-
vigorating. Touchstones for this talk will include hospitality-themed stories from many cultures, and reflection on the “guest 
house” of one’s inner self. A. J. is a long-time member of UU and recently attended the UU General Assembly. 

Greeter:   Bets Anderson BMOD: Judy Glaister Facilitator: Mardi Mitchell         Music: Margaret Canavan 

August 9:  Michelle Sierpina, PhD,  “The Guest House”   
Come join a conversation about the many ways we can welcome life’s expected and unexpected visitors and entertain them 
all with laughter and gratitude. Michelle is Founding Director of UTMB’s Osher Life Long Learning Institute, which has so en-
riched the senior community here in Galveston. She is a member of the UTMB Academy of Master Teachers, and is designated 
a Distinguished Teaching Professor by the UT Regents.  Married to Dr. Vic Sierpina, Michelle is mother to Geoff, Todd, Dave, 
and Suzi, and grandmother to Kyle, Maddex, and Serenity.  

 Greeter:  Paula Townley BMOD: Mary Case             Facilitator: Mardi Mitchell       Music Bruce Mauzy:  

August 16:  Rev. Bruce Beisner,  "I Am."   
For half a century, Unitarian Universalists have welcomed LGBT people with open arms and open hearts when many other 
churches were hostile to them. Is our commitment to diversity and respect based simply on our values or is it somehow con-
nected to a deeper religious identity? Bruce will explore the spiritual foundations of our hospitality to people of all sexual ori-
entations and gender identities.  Rev. Beisner serves as minister of Bay Area Unitarian Universalist Church in Clear Lake. 

Greeter: Judy Glaister              BMOD: Stan Blazyk     Facilitator : AJ Price  Music: Idalia Avezuela 

August 23:  Rev. Bob Tucker, “The Mostly Gentle Virtue - Hospitality “ 
Most human virtues are expressed in willful expression of our inward desire. Hospitality, on the other hand, requires a retrac-
tion of our normal self-assertion to accommodate the needs and desires of another. Our frequent speaker Dr.Tucker grew up 
in the upper Midwest, taught in Turkey for five years, and was the Senior Minister of First Congregational Church in the Me-
morial Area of Houston for 28 years. He was the Interim Minister of First Unitarian Universalist Church in Houston, and was 
the Executive Director of the Foundation for Contemporary Theology for 12 years. 

Greeter:  Lisa Windsor                   BMOD: Steve Townley      Facilitator: Billie Rinaldi         Music: Margaret Canavan 

August 30 ,  Rev. Freda Marie Brown “ Hospitality is Harder Than it Looks” 

 “Hospitality” is more than opening the church doors and saying, “come in!”  We need to really think about what we’re doing 
when we want to BE hospitable.  The Rev. Freda Marie Brown is the current Executive Director of St. Vincent’s House, a minis-
try that serves the least, the lost, and the left-out population of Galveston with a food pantry, affordable pre-school and child 
care, health clinics including mental health care, physical and occupational therapy, transportation and Meals-on-Wheels ser-
vice, and emergency rental and utility assistance. Prior to this post, she was an associate priest at the Episcopal Church of the 
Annunciation in Lewisville, TX. For 7 years she was employed as a palliative care chaplain in hospice and hospital settings, 
serving the dying and those who love them.  

Greeter:  Cheryl Henry              BMOD :Larry Janzen              Facilitator: Rick Altemose        Music: Bruce Mauzy 
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We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity.  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k the truth in love, and to help one another. 
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A Message from the President 

Movement Afoot:  When I was invited to stand for election to 
the Board of this church, I asked for time to consider the nomi-
nation.  I thought I had experience and capabilities that could be 
of use, but I also suspected there could be some challenging 
pitfalls. Finally I thought of all the good people from this Church 
who had served and lived to tell about it, and I agreed. As Presi-
dent Elect I have gotten my feet wet, and now that the shoes are 
mine, so to speak, I want to talk about something that is im-
portant to me.    

For sometime I’ve heard talk about livening the appearance of 
our sanctuary. I thought that posting the Principles of UU and 
the Right Relations Covenant was a great idea, and I enjoyed 
many moments of browsing the ideas as they were displayed on 
the front wall.   

I had heard a couple of ideas about color on the front wall and 
perhaps hanging member’s artwork. The ideas would surface 
and then simmer. I’m assuming they simmered, because recently 
several people spontaneously decided to undertake change.   

Cheryl Henry had graciously agreed to chair a committee for this 
purpose, which is yet to be officially named.  A meeting has been 
scheduled and I hope we are on the road to visual changes that 
many of us will enjoy. Please contact Cheryl if you would like to 
participate.   

One of the reasons I will miss the Right Relations Covenant is 
that I think it is a wonderful reminder of how we would like to 
have everyone embrace change. I might try to find a way to post 
it inconspicuously for my own edification. I’ve asked that it be 
included near my column as a refresher for us all. 

I hope reviewing this covenant will help us to consider how to 
handle differences. The heart of the covenant is that, besides 
expressing our emotions and differences in respectful ways, we 
approach disagreements constructively by having honest discus-
sions.  

I knew a couple once. The husband was a gruff teddy bear and 
the wife was always bright and cheerful.  She might suggest 
something and he would boom, “NO!”  She would reply sweetly, 
“I can see you just haven’t had enough time to think about it.”    

Love and peace, 

Mary Case 

Note: The Right Relations Covenant is also posted  in the foyer, 
on the wall just outside the kitchen door.  

“Like” us on Facebook at  

https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston 
You can access the page even if you do not have 
a Facebook account.Get information about our 

weekly services. 

2015 - 2016 

Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

President Mary Case 
President-elect Larry Janzen 
Past President John Vanderpool 
Treasurer Stan Blazyk 
Secretary Judy Glaister 
At-large members Wendy Baker 
 Steve Townley 
 

   Tom Delgado 
 

Committees and Task Forces 

Caring C. Lobb/M. Philpot/M. Terrill 
Communications Madeleine Baker 
Landscape Al Smith 
Membership Cheryl Henry 
Program/Worship Mary Case 
Religious Education Neil Huddleston 
Supper Circles Mary Ann Fore 
Social Action Bets Anderson 

 
 

Administration 

Administrator Betty Winters 
Interim Newsletter Editor   Margaret Canavan 
Webmaster   Neil Huddleston 
“C”-Team Bets Anderson Carey Battle 
  Margaret Canavan  Judy Glaister 
  Cheryl Henry Carol Lobb 
  Mitch Philpot 

Our Right Relations Covenant 

We will communicate openly, honestly & respect-
fully. 

We will listen carefully with open minds & open 
hearts. 

We will assume good intentions, practice toler-
ance& resist the temptation to become offended. 

We will take responsibility for our speech, ac-
tions& feelings, & we will be sensitive to possible 
conflicts & willing to work toward solutions. 

We will consider other perspectives & will strive 
not for unanimity but for mutual respect. 

We will honor our own boundaries & the bounda-
ries of others. 

We will respect & support the diversity within 
our congregation & work to foster a welcoming 
environment. 

--developed in  2005 by members of UUFGC 

https://www.facebook.com/UUGalveston
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  Themes for 2015 Services 

September Inspiration 

October Spiritual Practice 

November Gratitude 

December 
World Community with Peace, Liberty and Jus-
tice for All 

Transitions: We honor the memories of two people im-
portant to the history of our Fellowship. Bob Peake passed 
away on June 14, and Doris Lee on June 27. Both were sig-
nificant figures in the life and development of UUFGC, and 
both were physicians and faculty members at UTMB. 

Bob Peake was a Hoosier who met and married Karen Bisel 
when they met at Indiana Univ. They came to Galveston in 
1968 where he was a specialist in Endocrinology and Me-
tabolism and very available “on call” care provider. Over 
many years they both contributed their talents to our Fel-
lowship. He and Karen moved to Livingston in 1997. Bob’s 
avocations included  being an accomplished photographer, 
a creative culinary artist, musician., tennis player, bridge 
player...and more. He will be remembered for his quick wit 
and sense of humor. Bob is survived by his wife Karen , 
daughter Robyn, and many grandchildren and other rela-
tives. Our condolences to his family. 

Doris Lee was born and raised in Pennsylvania and attended 
Penn State and Northwestern Universities, earning a degree 
in Journalism. After graduation she married Donald W. Lee, 
PhD. As a mother of young children she attended Medical 
School here at UTMB. She stayed at UTMB, and became 
Assistant Professor of Anesthesiology where she served as a 
mentor and role model to future female MDs until her re-
tirement in 1992. She remained a member of UUFGC until 
her death. Doris is survived by her sons Eric, Davis, and Don-
ald; and their wives, plus granddaughters, Emily, Laura, and 
Katy, as well as other relatives. We will miss Doris’ coura-
geous spirit and wry sense of humor. 

Sunday Morning Adult Forum Wants You 

In September we will resume meeting from 9-10 on Sunday 
mornings. The Forum is an opportunity to share ideas and 
thoughts among adult members of UUFGC. Usually this en-
tails choosing a book, reading it on our own, and discussing 
it. In the past we spent almost a year on the Holy Bible 
[many versions compared], several weeks on books about 
racial history, the drug war, meditation, violence, how the 
brain works, and other provocative subjects. Choice of what 
to read is done by the group that shows up, mostly by a 
democratic process. 

Won't you join us on September 6 at 9 in the "RE room" to 
help choose our next book? Come for coffee and conversa-
tion and bring your ideas.  

Enjoy an Evening at a UU Supper Circle 

The Galveston UU supper circles are an opportunity for us 
to enjoy an evening of food and fellowship.  Each month 
someone volunteers to host at their home.  Sign up sheets 
are posted on the foyer bulletin board.  Individuals who 
want to participate or host are encouraged to add their 
name to the list. Space is limited to the number of diners 
requested by the host. The hosts provide the main dish and 
everyone else brings a side dish or wine.  UU friends and 
members alike are invited to participate in this fun activi-
ty. Currently the calendar is open for August and  Septem-
ber, so feel free to sign up to host. It’s a great way to meet 
others in our Fellowship. 

Great ,  Greater,  Greatest  

Each generation brings to the next, a learning experience, 
along with the receiving of a flow which ebbs gently back-
wards, through, and then , forward. 

The authoritarian voice brings forth the ring of confidence 
to an attuned ear. The listener, along with the speaker, pro-
vides a balance of communication which was taught and 
experienced throughout the years. 

Once a drop of light, water, air or flicker of a spark is placed, 
it resonates, rippling through a positive energy that is 
acknowledged as devoted love and caring. 

It is the nod, the hand shake, the embrace which continues 
to bring a tie of bonding between the generations of Great, 
Greater and Greatest.  --Angelika M. Hungerford 

UU Book Club is open to all who love 
to read. We meet at 7pm on the sec-
ond Wednesday of each month, at the 
Fellowship, and bring snacks and bev-
erages to share. Up for discussion on 
August 12 is The Boys in the Boat by 
Daniel James Brown. Here are books 
for the remainder of the year: 
September 9  The Lost City of Z by  
 David Grann 
October 14     Leaving Time by Jodi  
 Piccoult 
November 11  Wild by Cheryl Strayed 
December 9  Big Little Lies by Liane            

Moriarty 
Questions? Contact Fanny DeGesero 
or email administra-
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August Compassionate Collection Will Benefit Coast Village Elementary School  

Our June collection will benefit the Parent-Teacher Organization at Coastal Village Elementary. Coastal Village Elementary is 
located at the Rosenberg school here in Galveston’s East End. It was once a KIPP school, but now is fully part of Galveston 
Independent School District.   

UU Galveston members  Bob English and Wendy Baker are President and Secretary of its newly formed Parent Teacher Or-
ganization. Their children Jillian & Gabby will be starting third grade and kindergarten there this coming school year.  

The school has approximately 80% of its children on the free school lunch program. Every year the classrooms come up short 
on school supplies, so funds collected in our Compassionate Offering will go to the PTO in order to help supplement materi-
als for the children. Last year the PTO had to buy $1500 in missing supplies, but this helped the teachers not dip into their 
personal finances and helped them feel supported.  

Our compassionate offering is made on the first Sunday of each month. If you are unable to attend that day and want to 
make a contribution, you may provide a check made out to UUFGC that states the group to which you wish to donate. Our 
Fellowship has a history of much generosity to local nonprofit groups. 

S o c i a l  A c t i o n  N e w s  

The July Compassionate Collection 
brought in $400 for the “Bring the Bag” 
initiative.  Thanks to everyone for your 

generosity. 

P r o v o c a t i v e  F i l m s  a r e  B a c k !  
 

It's baseball season so come join us for a "summer" movie that 
should be fun. We'll “provoke” in September! 
  

Date:    Friday, August 7 ["First Friday"] 

Time:   7:00 pm 

Place:  Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

502 Church Street [enter on 5th Street]  

The Perfect Game 
A seemingly impossible dream of playing baseball for the United 
States becomes a reality for a group of youngsters from an impov-
erished Mexican city in this poignant drama based on actual 
events.2009 PG 117 mins 

Cast: Clifton Collins Jr., Cheech Marin, Jake T. Austin, more... 

Free admission– bring a snack to share and  
invite your friends. 

http://dvd.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Clifton_Collins_Jr./20013742?lnkce=mdp-cast&trkid=1467260
http://dvd.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Cheech_Marin/59234?lnkce=mdp-cast&trkid=1467260
http://dvd.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Jake_T._Austin/30041229?lnkce=mdp-cast&trkid=1467260
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Newsletter 
Items Due 

Please! 

August  2015  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wedesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      

 

 

1 

 

2 
9am Adult Forum is on 

“vacation” until September 

10:30: A.J. Price, “Ye Heavenly 

Host…”; Children’s Religious 

Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

3 
11am Course 

in Miracles 
 

4 
 

5 
5pm Bowlers 

are “on vaca-

tion” this 

month 

6 pm Program 

Committee 

8pm  AA       

Phoenix Group 

 

 
 

6 
 

7 
10am “C” 

Team  

7pm Provoc-

ative Film, 

The Perfect 

Game 

8 

 

9 
 

10:30: Michelle Sierpina, PhD,  

“The Guest House”; Children’s 

Religious Education 

12n “Newcomers” meeting;   

8pm: AA Phoenix Group 

10 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

5:15pm Board 

Meeting 

11 12 
7pm  Book Club 

discusses  

  The Boys in the 

Boat 

8pm  AA     

Phoenix Group 

13 
 

14 
 

 

15 

 

16 

10:30: Rev. Bruce Beisner,  "I 

Am.";Children’s Religious Edu-

cation 

6:30pm: Games @  Carol Lobb’s! 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

17 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

18 19 
8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

20 20 22 

23 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Rev. Bob Tucker, “The 

Mostly Gentle Virtue - Hospitali-

ty“; Children’s Religious Educa-

tion 

12n  Social Action Cmte Meeting 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

24 
11am Course 

in Miracles 

25 26 
8pm  AA      

Phoenix Group 

27 28 29 

30 
10:30: Rev. Freda Marie Brown 

“Hospitality is Harder Than it 

Looks” ; Children’s Religious 

Education 

6:30pm: Poker @  DeGesero’s 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

31      

at UU Galveston 

Potluck Today Happy Birthday to 
Susan P. Baker 8/2 Kathy Domsky 8/2 

John Stokes 8/2 Susan Rainey 8/3 

Stan Blazyk 8/6 Larry Janzen 8/6 

Laura L. Murrell 8/19 Rick Altemose  8/24 

Dennis McFadden 8/28 Tom Curtis  8/28 

Jessica Antonelli 8/31 Dawn McCarty  8/31 


