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The theme for our February programs comes from the fourth of our Unitarian Universalist guiding principles:   

"We promise to affirm and promote a free and responsible search for truth and meaning."   
Our beliefs develop from our own personal understanding and experience, derived from all resources we have 

found enlightening and useful; we are not bound by scripture or creed.  This freedom to explore what constitutes 
'meaning' requires that we also accept responsibility for our inquiry.   During programs this month, we will hear a 
variety of speakers as well as a musician who will provide thoughtful, provocative perspectives on how each of us 

can deepen our faith by engaging in a personal search for what is true and meaningful.  

February 1:   Stan Blazyk, “Doubt and the Search for Meaning”  
Stan will present three basic issues: 1. The way people fear doubt and crave certainty; 2. psychological and social costs of 
suppressing doubt, questioning and skepticism; and 3. look at spiritual traditions that actually value doubt or see uncertain-
ty as the first step to an authentic spiritual quest.  Stan has been a member of the UUFGC for more than a decade and is 
serving as Treasurer. I have a long-term interest in the history of religion, comparative spirituality and the role of religion in 
society. 
Greeter/Concierge: Judy Glaister       BMOD: Stan Blazyk        Facilitator: Vickie Francil        Music: Margaret Canavan            

February 8:  Jim Scott  “Gaia, Mother Earth and the Oneness of Everything” 

 Jim will perform original songs and readings with his personal reflections on the idea of Mother Earth or "Gaia" being one 
living organism.  A "spiritual response" in word and action is so timely now, as "the spirit of life on earth is in crisis."  Jim's 
uplifting songs provide the balance to the wakeup call, leaving us a vision and inspiration to take the healing into our own 
hands.  From his work with the Paul Winter Consort, where he was co-composer of their celebrated "Missa Gaia / Earth 
Mass" Jim has long been an activist for peace and the earth with his music.  Former Co-Chair of the UU Ministry for the 
Earth, Jim helped create the "Green Sanctuary" program.  His songs of earth have educated and inspired audiences across 
the US and the world and his "Earth and Spirit Songbook," supported by a grant from the Fund for Unitarian Universalism, 
has been widely acclaimed by UU congregations. Note:  Jim will present a “Pete Seeger Songfest” at 4pm this date, see flyer 
on p. 4 and on the UU website at http://uugalveston.org/Poster%20Seeger%20Galveston%202.8.15-2.PDF 
Greeter: TBA     Concierge: TBA      BMOD: Mary Case       Facilitator: Margaret Canavan      Music: Tony DiNuzzo 

February 15, 2015  Reverend Bob Tucker spoke recently to us about “Gratitude for our Known/Unknown UU Heritage”  
Dr.Tucker grew up in the upper Midwest, taught in Turkey for five years, and was the Senior Minister of First Congregational 
Church in the Memorial Area of Houston for twenty-eight years. He was the Interim Minister of First Unitarian Universalist         
Church  in Houston, and was the Executive Director of the Foundation for Contemporary Theology for  twelve years.                                                                                                                                                                                                
 Greeter: TBA       Concierge: TBA        BMOD: John Vanderpool        Facilitator: Billie Rinaldi        Music: Idalia Avezuela 

February 25, 2015  John Vanderpool, MD “The History of Unitarian Universalism Part II 
This talk follows on the “Part I” focus on Early Church History. and move into discussion of the history and development of 
our first 'Proto-Unitarian Church' in Lithuania-Poland--and how it was destroyed.  It will describe the formation of the Uni-
tarian Church in Transylvania, adding interesting facts that reveal what really happened. John Vanderpool is a Board Certi-
fied Psychiatrist who has published numerous professional papers in medical journals. He taught for eight years in UTMB’s 
Dept. of Psychiatry be-fore joining his wife, Dr. Beverly Vanderpool in private practice. He serves as our Fellowship’s Presi-
dent. His hobbies include golfing, cooking, writing, painting, and being a momma-daddy to his two Cocker Spaniels.                                                       
Greeter: TBA        Concierge: TBA        BMOD: Steve Townley        Facilitator: Betty Winters       Music: Bruce Mauzy 

UU Galvest   n Gazette 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Galveston County                                 February, 2015  

502 Church Street, Galveston, Texas 77550-5502                   409.765 8330   Online at uugalveston.org 

We welcome the full  range of human diversity, that is, age, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity .  

Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its gift.  This is  our great covenant:  

To dwell together in peace, to see k the truth in love, and to help one another. 
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2014 - 2015 
Leadership of UUFGC 

Board of Directors 

President John Vanderpool 
President-elect Mary Case 
Treasurer Stan Blazyk 
Secretary Judy Glaister 
At-large members Al Smith 
 Steve Townley 
 

                                                    Sandra Sullivan 
                                                        Jerry Fryrear 
 

Committees and Task Forces 

Caring Carol Lobb/Mitch Philpot 
Communications Madeleine Baker 
Gardening Al Smith 
Membership Cheryl Henry 
Program/Worship Mary Case 
Religious Education Neil Huddleston 
Supper Circles Martha Terrill 
Social Action Bets Anderson 

 
 

Administration 

Administrator Betty Winters 
Newsletter Editor Carey Battle 
Webmaster   Neil Huddleston 
“C-Team”:                                     Bets Anderson  
                                                         Carey Battle 
                                                Margaret Canavan 
                                                            Mary Case 
                                                         Judy Glaister 
                                                         Cheryl Henry 
                                                             Carol Lobb 

A Course  in  Miracles  

This ongoing study group uses The Course in Mira-
cles Workbook. They meet once a week on Mon-
days at 11am for one hour. The participants individu-
ally “check in” to the group about their present spiritu-
al/personal life. Then they read the Lesson for the 
Day aloud, each person taking turns and then a dis-
cussion about the lesson ensues. After the hour, the 
group generally goes to a local restaurant and has a 
meal together. Newcomers are welcome to join this 

group. 

President’s Message 

Our theme for this month comes from our Fourth Unitarian-
Universalist principle  which affirms:  “We promise and promote a 
free and responsible search for truth  and meaning.”  

This powerful and important principle runs throughout our history 
and sets us  apart from virtually all other religious groups.  What a 
blessing for us!  And what a  change for most of us!   We can’t im-
agine being taken by our parents to a church that emphasized this.  
Rather, we were taught in previous churches that we must come 
to believe a  certain set of beliefs.  And what a difference it would 
have been had we been  encouraged to come to our own beliefs.  
Even so, all of us at this point can hold a sense of Freedom.   

Based our Fourth  Principle, our church promises and promotes a 
Freedo!m to search, a Freedom to  believe, a Freedom to speak! 

John Vanderpool       

February Compassionate Offering 

This month’s compassionate offering ihas been 

developed by the Social Action Committee to 

create a new "emergency fund for members of 

UUFGC." This will make some limited funds 

available for members who may be experienc-

ing a crisis that requires funds not otherwise 

available. The Committee is criteria and will 

share those as soon as they have them com-
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 The Living Wage Study Group  
The Living Wage Study Group is affiliated with Gulf Coast 
Interfaith and began with the mission of  learning, educating, 
supporting and influencing workers, community leaders and 
state and federal  officials with the goal of raising the mini-
mum wage to an actual living wage.   

The first step in that  process was to define the living wage 
for Galveston County.  Although this figure is ever-evolving, 
the result of the study found that the federally mandated 
minimum wage falls woefully short of providing a living wage 
for the lowest paid of Galveston County citizens.   

LWSG proposes a multi-pronged approach that includes gath-
ering statistics, reaching out to private  business owners, and 
attempting to influence local, state and federal officials to 
pass much-needed legislation.  Current initiatives include 
surveying government entities and contractors on their pay 
scales, writing letters to the editor, influencing a Pay Day 
Lending ordinance, and conducting house meetings where 
community leaders may gather and brainstorm. 

The goal of the LWSG is to secure better wages for low wage 
workers in Galveston by: 

 Educating ourselves about a living wage in Galveston, the 
number of Galveston workers earning less  than a living 
wage, and living wage laws in other Texas and American 
political subdivisions.   

 Educating the faith leaders and the public about the eco-
nomic, social, political, and other problems associated 
with low wages. 

 Supporting candidates for government office who sup-
port a living wage ordinance. 

 Persuading employers to increase the pay of low-wage 
workers. 

 Providing referral assistance for workers victimized by 
wage theft.   

 Supporting unions trying to organize low-wage workers. 

All are welcome to participate with this group. 

February’s  Specia l  Days  

St. Valentine’s Day:  not really romantic ori-

gins...St. Valentine, a Roman priest of the 3rd centu-
ry married young people in spite an edict from the 
Emperor Claudius to not marry young people.  Clau-
dius thought that married men were not brave sol-
diers.  St. Valentine suffered beating, stoning and 
eventually decapitation as a result of his stand for 
Christian marriage. 

Mardi Gras:  In the Christian religion, Mardi Gras 

(French for "Fat Tuesday") is the last day before the 
beginning of Lent, a period of fasting and repentance 
leading up to Easter, which celebrates the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. Traditionally, it is the day for eat-
ing up the last of the rich foods that remain in the 
house and for having a big celebration before a long 
period of discipline and repentance.  

Chinese New Year:  The New Year's Eve dinner 

is the most important dinner for the Chinese. Normal-
ly, this is the family reunion dinner, especially for 
those with family members away from home. During 
the dinner, normally fish will be served. Dumplings 
are the most important dish in Northern China.  Fire-
works are used to drive away the evil in China. Right 
after 12:00 on New Year's Eve, fireworks will be 
launched to celebrate the coming of the New Year as 
well as to drive away the evil. It is believed that the 
person who launched the first firework of the New 
Year will obtain good luck. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTIC TREASURES in March  

Reminder we have scheduled our annual Attic Treasures sale 
date as Saturday March 14, with the “early bird” reception and 
sale the evening before.  As you do your spring cleanup , be 
sure to save and store away those wonderful castoffs for this 
fundraising effort. And clear your schedules, as you are able, for 
helping out that week. We will be able to begin delivering our 
donations to the Fellowship after service on March 8 and during 
that week.  Of course we will need help with setting up the room, 
sorting and pricing items, and doing various sale-related tasks.  
A sign-up sheet will  soon be on the bulletin board in the foyer, 

waiting for you to add your name! 
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Alcoholics Anonymous Phoenix Group: meets Sunday 
& Wednesday at 8pm. Contact Robert G. for information 
at  409-392-7005.  

Adult Forum: Sundays at 9am (except on potluck days) to 
explore topics in religion, philosophy, history and politics. 
Contact Neil Huddleston at (409)744-2369. This group 
is open to all, so feel free to attend. 

Board of UUFGC: meets the second Monday of each 
month at 5:30pm. UU Members are welcome to attend. 
This meeting focuses on the details of ongoing manage-
ment of the Fellowship.  If you have questions, contact 
Board President, John Vanderpool:  jvandy0@gmail.com. 

Book Club: meets the second Wednesday of each month 
at 7 pm at the Fellowship. This is a casual meeting that 
focuses on one book per month which is selected in ad-
vance by those who attend.  This event is open to all who 
enjoy reading and discussion.  

“Bowlers”: This group meets weekly to create pottery 
bowls for the annual fundraiser for Jesse Tree, a local 
social service organization. They meet each Wednesday 
from 5-7pm, and you do not need to be an experienced 
potter to participate, as others will coach you. Questions, 

contact Madeleine Baker (madbaker3124@gmail.com). 

C Team: is a group of volunteers who assist with the de-
tails of keeping the Fellowship functioning. Their monthly 
meetings are open to anyone who wishes to assist with 
that and ideas and energy are always welcome. “C” 
stands for many things, including communication, con-
nection, caring, coordination, etc. 

Caring Committee: is coordinated by Carol Lobb and 
Mitch Philpot, with the goal of identifying those who may 
need assistance, encouragement or support of some 
type. Of course they need our help to do this important 
work. Please contact them if you have ideas, information 
or wish to help:  caroljl425@yahoo.com  or mitchphil-
pot@sbcglobal.net. 

 

 

Course in Miracles Study Group: meets every Monday 
at 11 am. Contact Laura Murrell for info: lauramur-
rell@att.net.          

Potluck Lunch: happens on the last Sunday of each 
month following the service. This is always a fun “family 
gathering.” Bring the dish of your choice, but if you can’t 
for some reason, there always seems to be enough food.  
All are welcome. 

Program/Worship Committee: meets the first Wednes-
day of each month at 6:00 pm, at the Fellowship. As we 
are lay-led, all our Sunday services must be planned ei-
ther with visiting  speakers or those within the Fellowship. 
Ideas are always welcome. Join them if you have a pro-
gram or speaker to suggest, or contact Program Chair, 

Mary Case:  mcasetxtx@earthlink.net. 

The Games We Play: The third Sunday of each month 
from 6:30—9 PM, meeting in a location TBA. A variety of 
games are available, and refreshments are shared. This 
is a lively gathering with growing  attendance. 

“Spirituality of Poker”: meets monthly at a member’s 
home, usually the third Sunday (but check the calendar) 
at 6:30pm. There is a $20 buy-in and is Dealer’s Choice. 
Games depend on the number of players and are often 
Texas Hold-em or Omaha.  Everyone is invited to partici-
pate. We share snacks and beverages.  

Social Action Committee: welcomes your ideas, energy 
and enthusiasm. This group plans our monthly Compas-
sionate Collections, Provocative Films, organizes the 
Empty Bowls  creation and event and plans for our partic-
ipation in Martin Luther King and Juneteenth parades. 

Supper Circles: These are monthly potluck dinners held in   
members’ homes. Upcoming events are posted on the 
bulletin board in the foyer, and you may sign up to host or 
attend.  

Newcomers’ Meeting: meets the second Sunday of each 
month following the service. All are welcome at these 
meetings who are curious about Unitarian Universalism 

How to Get Connected at UU Galveston  

Have an open group meeting you’d like to list here? Let us know and we’ll add it! 

  Upcoming Themes for 2015 Services 

March Justice, equity & Compassion in Human Relations 
April Generosity 
May Respect for the Interconnected Web of All Existence 
June Faith 
July The Inherent Worth & Dignity of Every Person 
August Hospitality 

September Inspiration 

October Spiritual Practice 
November Gratitude 
December World Community with Peace, Liberty and Justice for All 
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Newsletter 
Items Due 

Pease! 

February 2015 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wedesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

    

1 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30 : Stan Blazyk, 

“Doubt and the Search 

for Meaning”; Children’s 

Religious Education 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

2 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

 

 

 

 

3 
 

4 
5pm Bowlers 

6 pm Program 

Committee 

8pm  AA    

Phoenix Group 

5 
 

6 

9am “C” 

Team 

 
 

 

 

 

 

7 

 

8 
9am Adult Forum 

10:30: Jim Scott, “Gaia, 

Mother Earth and the 

Oneness of Everything”;  

Children’s Religious duc 

12n “Newcomers” meeting 

4pm: Jim Scott Concert, 

Pete Seeger Songfest 

6:30pm: Game Night @ 

Mary Case’s 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

9 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

 

5:30 pm Board 

Meeting  

10 
 

11 
5pm Bowlers 

7pm  Book 

Club discusses 

When Heaven & 

Earth Changed 

Places 

8pm  AA    Phoe-

nix Group 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

12 
 

13 14 

15 
10:30: Reverend Bob 

Tucker, TBA;  Children’s 

Religious Education  

8pm: AA Phoenix Group 

16 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

17 18 
8pm  AA    

Phoenix Group 

19 
Happy Chinese 

New Year! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

20 

 
21 

22 
 

 

 

 

10:30: John Vanderpool, 

MD “The History of Uni-

tarian Universalism 

Part II;  Children’s Reli-

gious EducationE 

6:30pm: Poker @ Townley’s 

8pm  AA Phoenix Group 

23 
11am Course in 

Miracles 

24 25 
8pm  AA    

Phoenix Group 

26 27 28 

at UU Galveston 

Potluck Today 

Happy Birthday to  
Andrea Hodgson 2/1 Curtis Jones 2/1 Idalia Avezuela  2/1 
Marilyn Schultz 2/1 Shannon  Samuelson-Reeves 2/1 Alison Rutledge 2/5 
Dorothy Treviño 2/9 Judy Glaister 2/11  Darren D 2/14 
Ana Rivera 2/15 Kathleen DiNatale 2/16  Shirley VanBuskirk 2/20 
Ilse Benard 2/23 Kay Schiller 2/25 


